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that the mind's curiosity becomes aroused to

its agreeablq narration of incidents, for it is

almost always an unfavorable sign of a book

that produces those and similar effects. Such

is not the manner in which truth and virtue

affect us. Their action"is milder and calmer,
and has the heart and will, rather than the

imagination for its object. Hence, be on your

guard, lest by some indiscretion you allow a

poison to enter your soul, which is never more

dangerous than when it seems least to be

feared.

Finally, to resume in a few words, all that

we have considered on the subject: If you

would place the moral merit of a book beyond

question, ask yourself if you would like to

have its author for your spiritual director; do

not think that this precaution is exaggerated

or uncalled for; for between the author of a

book and the reader there are relations estab- 1


