
FAPERS RELATING TO CANADA.

Corrempondence

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. Mr. ptn

Thursday, 19 November 1835.-E.zEAR BEDAeD, Esq., in the Chair.

Mr. Nicholas Boucher-, Merchant, of Rivière Ouelle, in the county of Kainouraska, called in;
and being Interrogated, answered:

I RES1DED in Percé, in the county of Gaspé, in the inferior district of Gaspé, from the
year 1826 to the fall of 1834. During part of this time 1 was a clerk in the employ of
'F. Buteau, esq., and for the fast two years I have been in partnership with him. During all
that tinie I knew the Honourable John Gawler Thonpson as judge of His Majesty's pro-
vincial court for the district of Gaspé. I was at Percé in the nonth of August 1827, and
it is to mny knowledge that the said honourable judge had then corne to Percé to hold the
court there according to law. The terni at Percé *s 10 days. The judge did not hold the
court at Percé ini the tern of 1827 ; and it is a fact that no court was held at Percé at that
tine. I learnt that the judge, finding hIimself unwell, had returned to Paspebiac in the
county of Bonaventure, and that he had taken bis passage on board the schooner La Reine,
of which Chftrles Poirrier was master. I was not present when the judge went on board the
schooner La Reine, but several persons told me that the said honourable judge had left
Percé ln consequence of the immoderate use, of intoxicating liquors. I do lot know that
the suid judge was suffering under any sickness or indisposition ; but I had no opportunity
of ascertaining the exact truth. Comrnon report says that lie is too much addicted to the
use of intoxicating liquors. I cannot recollect whether F. Buteau, esq. had any actions at
that tirne pending in court, or whether he was about to institute sone ; but on referring to
the books it vill bc easy for me to give the committee the information requircd of' me.
These books are in the possession of the Flouse of Le Boutillier & Buteau. I am certain
that there was some business before the court, and that there was sorne to be coninenced.
A great nany persons in the inferior district of Gaspé complain of the nanner in which
justice is administered by the said jud ge, but I do not know whether their complaints are
lfounded or not. I hear that the nhabitants complain of the judge being partial to his
nephew, John Robinson Hamilton, esq., one of the advocates practising in the said provincial
court. I was sued in the said provincial court in the month of August 1834. The party
plaintiff was Ambroise Bourget, and I vas defendant. I was condemned to pay the anount
denanided and costs; and I an under the impression that I failed in that case because the
judge bad not duly considered the nature of the action. The attorney who occupied for the
plaintiff was John Robinson Hamilton, e;q., advocate, and ny attorney w'as Edouard Thi-
baudeau, esq., advocate, who I trust will furnish the cominîttee witi information which I am
not competent to give. It is my conviction that the said John Robinson Hamilton exercises
an improper influence upon the mind of the judge. It is to niy knowledge tlat the judge
generaly arrives on the evening previous to the opening of the circuit court, and tlat he
Ieav'es immediately after the business is closed on the last day. There rnay be some excep-
tions, but they are very few. This practice is very prejudicial to the interest of the iiha-
bitants, inasnuch as the issuing of writs of execution is rctarded, thereby occasioning delays
and considerable expenses in putting then into execution. Besides, with respect to new
causes, it has occurred thatjudgment bas not been rendered until the following year, which
vould not have happened if the j udge had arrived a few days before the opening of the court

in each tern. It is to rny knowledge tiat the judge lias a roon in the court-house at Percé,
which is set apart for bis use, and which lie usually occupies during business hours. It is
ii the sane room that the said John Robinson "Hamilton had his office, and received bis
clients during the teri Of the provincial court at Percé, in 1834 and 1835. Of this I have
a personal knowledge.

Friday, 2o November 18âb.

HUenry Bisset Johnston, esq., a Justice of the Peace for the Inferior District of Gaspé,
residing at Point St. Peter, in the county of Gaspé, called in ; and being Interrogated,
answered:

I 11vE known the Honourable John Gawler Thompson, as judge of His Majesty's pro-
vincial court for the inferior district of Gaspé, since the year 1827 to the present day. I was
at Douglass Towi, one of the places vhere the said provincial court is held, in the month of
August,1827. I wvas only one or two days there durmrg the term of the said court. The
:our't iad a singular appearance. The judge was in a state of intoxication in the morning,
in the middle ofthe day, and in the evehing. I w'as present one day during the sitting of the
court, that day thejudge bad not had time to shave himîsélf, aüd it was evident that lie was
labouring nder the eets of the previous evening's dissipatiði. I do not think that he was
then in fit oo itioon to hear and to decide the causés btkouht before the cotirt. 1 only
temained abaiffWif an hout in court; but I had geen the judge iemediately before the
opening of thd doùt, and I saw hin after it tose, hnd at both these tilÊea he is in a staté
Of intoxicatiori. I iinderstdod from general rumnours thât théójQdge rördered gaát nañý
jiudgtnents during tib~ abdêi~etied terîi of thîe àaid ioiet. I was itffdted, dso, that
thêre was no urbiald at 15erýéli nuWsf 1bi7. I ft gåsþebie n the18re year,
-when the jtudge Wenft o board à vessellfr the püupoe f' flig tô Fr6otdliold te coiet,


