
The following is the reply of the Colonial Office to the Board of.Trade, dated 20th
October 1846:

COLONIAL OFFIcE to BOARD'v ToRADE.

SIR, Downing Streeti October 30, 1846.
1 HAVE laid before Earl Grey your letter of the 19th instant, respecting the

operation of the Imperial law of copyright in the British North -Anerican Colonies.
His Lordship directs me to acquaint you, for the information 'of the Lords'of the

Committee of Privy Council for Trade, that lie concurs in the views expressedýinyour
Jetter on this subject, and that it is, in his opinion,·preferable, after the repeated 'remon-
strances which have been received from the North Anerican Colonies on the subject of
'the circulation there of the literarv works of this kingdo*m, to leave 'to the Colonial
Legislatures the duty and responsibility of enacting the laws which they shall deein proper
for securing the rights of authors and the interests of the public.

Lord. Grey therefore directs me ~to request that you, would inove the Lords of the
Committee of Privy Council for Trade to take such measures as* may be expedient for
submitting to the consideration of Parliamentin the ensuing session a Bil authorising the
Queen in Coancil to confirm and fnally enact any colonial iaw or ordinance which may
be passed respecting copyright, notwithstanding the repugnancy of any such law or
ordinance te the copyright law of this country, and containing also the provisiòns
mentioied in jour letter in respect to the period at which such colonial iaw should come
]nto operation.

.am, &c.

Thereupon the following circular Despatch was sent by Earl Grey to all the
Governors of the North American Colonies :-

EARL GREY to the GovERNoRts of the NoRrrs AM ERicAN CoLONIEs.

Circular.

S H Met Downing Street, November 5, 1846.
HER Majesty's Grovernment having'had under'their consideration the i-epresenta-

tions which have been received f-om the Governors of some of the British North
Anerican provinces, complaining of the effectin those Colonies of the Imperialcopy-
right law, have decided on proposig measures to P'arliament in the ensuing session,
vhich, if sanctioned by theLegislature, will tbèy hope, tend to remove the' dissatisfaction

which has been expressed on this subject. an place the literaturé of this country within
the reach of the Colonies on easier terms than it is at present. With this' view, relying
apor the disposition of the Colonies to protect -he' atnthors of this country frorn the
fraudulent appropriation of the fruits of labours upon vhich thev are often entirely
dependent, Her Majesty's Goveronient propose to leave to the local Legislatures the duty
and responsibility of passing 'such enactmentas they may deem proper for securing both
the rights of authors and the interests of the public.'' Her Majesty's Government will.
accordingly, subniuit to Parliament a Bill authorising the Queen' in Concil to confirni and
finally enact any colonial law or ordinance res'pecting copyright,inotwithstanding any
repugnancy of any such iaw orordinance to the 'copyright law' of this country'; it being
provided 'v the nrôposed Act of Parlianient that no such lav or ordinance shalf beÔf
any force' or effêàt until o onfirmed -and finaily enacted by 'the Queen in Council, but
that, from the confirmation and finalenactment thereof, the .pyright 'law of this'co(ntry
shall cease to be of any force oreffect within the Colony in which any such colonial law
or odinance b een made, in so far as it'Inay be repugnant to; or inconsistentwith, tue
operation of any sucl colonial law or ordinance

I have, &c.

After alapse of more than 40 years, I anm charged with the duty of rerinding your
Iordship that 'the promPise contained in that Despatch of >Earl Grey nas never been
fiilàlled, and r'espectfully to ask its fulfilment at the hands of ,our Government he

o 8670.


