‘ “,Lordshlp that - the : promise contained ;in " that. Despatch of; ; Earl. Grey, has; never
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The following is the reply of the (‘o]omal Ofﬁce to . the Board of. Trade, dated 20th :
October 1846 :— . . _ oy

,,,,,

COLONIAL OFFICL to BOARD ot TRADL

Sm, B ‘ Downmg Street October 30, 1846
1 nave lsid before Earl Grey your letter of the 19th instant, respecting the
‘operatlon of the Tmperial law of copynfrht in the ‘British North American Colonies: :

‘His Lordship' directs me to" acquaint you, for the mf'ormatlon of the Lords of the
Committee of Privy Council for Trade, that he’ concurs' in ‘the views expressed ‘in’ your
letter on this subject, and that it is, in his opinion,’ preferable, after the repeated ‘remon-
‘strances which have been received from the North American Colonies on’ the subject of
‘the circulation - there’ of the  literary works of this kingdom, to leave to thé Colonial
Legislatures the duty and responsibility of enacting the laws which they sha]l deem ploper
for securing the rights of authors and the interests of the pubhc R

Lord. Grey therefore directs me ‘to 1equest that you, would move the Lords of the
Committee of Privy Council for Trade to take such measures as may 'be expedlent for
submitting to the consideration of Parliament in the. ensuing session a. Bill authorising the
Queen in Council to confirm and finally enact any colonial law or: ordinance which may
be passed respecting copyright, notwithstanding the repugnancy ‘of any.such law or

~ordinance te the copyright law. of .this. country, and containing also the provisiong
mentioned in your letter in respect to the peuod at, w hich such’ colomal law should come
mto opemtron : . :
Iam, &
B. Hawes

Thereupon fhe fo]]owmcr circular Despatch was. sent by Eall (Jley to a]l the
Governors of the North Amerrcan Colomes - _

LARL G’RFY to the G’OVERNORS of the Noum AM ERICAN COLONIFS SR
T . Czwulm ‘ G
, Sm, [ oo Downm Street November '5, 1846

o ‘Her M aJesty s Government havmq ‘had’ under therr consideration the’ representa-
tions ' which” have been received fiom - the Governors of some of ‘the British ‘North
" American provinces, comp]ammg ‘of the effect i in those  Colonies’ of the Imperial copy-
right law, have decided ‘on proposing. meisures’ to Parliament in’ the' ensuing session,
-wlnch if sanctxoned by the Legislature, will, ‘they hope, tend to remove the dissatisfaction
whichhas been expressed an this subject,. and. place the literature of this: coumry ‘within
the reach of the Colonies on easier terms than it is at present. © With' this view, relying
“upon ' the" disposition of” ‘the Colonies: to, protect the authors of this country from the
fraudulent appropnatlon of the fruits: of labours ‘ upon which ‘they “are often - entirely
dependent; Her Majesty’s'Government proposc to leave to the locdl Legislatures the duty
and responsibility of passing such énictment-as' they may deem’ propen for securing both
the rights of authors and the interests of the public. . Her Megesty s Government will,

accordingly, submit to Parliament a Bill' authorising the ‘Queen in Council toconfirm and
~ finally enact any colonial Jaw or ordinance respecting copyright, notw1thstandmg any

repugnancy. of any such law or:ordinance ‘to ‘ the’ copyrnght law of this: country ;. it bemo ,
‘provided by the proposed’ Act of ‘Parliament that’ no “sueh’ Iaw or ordinance xhall be’ of
‘any force o ‘effect -intil ‘so ‘confir med-and finally enacted by the Queen in Council, but
‘that, from" ‘the oonﬁrmatxon and ﬁnal enactment thereof the ci pyrrght Taw of this country o
‘shall cease to be of any fotce or, ‘effect within' the’ Colony in which:any such' ‘ceiunial law
" “or-ordinance has been made, in"so far as it may be repugnant to or. 1ncons1stent wrth"”’ the
: H'operatlon of any such colomal law or. ordmance f A N g "

e , SRR I have, &c

After a 1apse of more than 40 years I am charaed Wlth the duty of remmdmor, ‘ ‘: .

R ‘iulfrlled and 1espectfully to ask 1ts fulﬁlment jat;; the hands of. youn SGovernmen
" o 86750 L o R




