
34 CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COLONIES RESPECTING

CANADA. Enclosure in No. 10.

nei. in No.10. To his Excellency the Right honourable the Earl of ELGIN & KINCARDINE, Governor-
general of British North America, &c. &c. &c.

The MEmORIAL of the MONTREAL EOARD of TRADE

lumbly showeth,
That in the opinion of your Memorialists, the recently adopted commercial policy of the

mother country imperatively demands the immediate attention of the Provincial Legislature,
with the view of effecting corresponding modifications in the fiscal and commercial regu-
lations of this province.

That the laws whici press most injuriously upon the energies of the inhabitants of this
province, restricting the freedom of their commerce, discouraging that spirit of industry
and enterprise whieh ought to be fostered and promoted, and, in short, depressing the
general welfare by retarding the developement of the varied resources of the province, are,
first, the British Navigation Laws; secondly, the Imperial Differential Duties; thirdly, the
Duties levied on Agrieultural Produce; and lastly, the Restrictions :maintained against
Foreign Vessels navigating the St. Lawrence.

The first and last mentioned of the above restrictions, your memorialists are aware, are
not under the control of the Provincial Legislature; but they nevertheless think it necessary
to draw your Excellency's attention to their injurions effects upon our commerce and
general welfare, in the hope that your Excellency will take such steps as may be necessary
to bring them under the notice of the imperial authorities, as well as to urge the parainount
necessity which exists of their being promptly modified to such an extent as will leave the
people free to employ the cheapest vessels they can procure, vhether they be Eritish or
foreign, and the inhabitants of Montreal in particular, the power to avail themselves of the
advantages to be derived from an unfettered intercourse with foreign nations; without
which concessions your memorialists despair of being able to maintain a successful compe-
tition with their neighîbours of the United States for the extensive and growing trade of
the western regions of Ainerica.

Next in the order of importance is the question of the Differential Duties. These your
nemorialists conceive to have been virtually placed within the control of the Provincial

Legislature by the "British Possessions Act" passed in the last session of the Imperial
Parliament, and they would therefore respectively but earnestly crave, that your Excellency
will take such steps as your Excellency may deen advisable, to procure their unqualified
repeal.

With respect to the duties on Agricultural Produce, your memorialists would respect-
fully urge, that they consider such duties highly objectionable in principle, because they
deem it unjust, as well as unwise, to tax the first necessaries of life; and injurious, because
they tend to limit the export trade of the province.

Your memorialists would, in the next place, with the view of promoting and encouraging
industry, recommend that ail raw materials required for manufacturing purposes should be
admitted free of duty. In this respect your memorialists would follow in the footsteps of
the motier country, which bas recognized the principle so fully, that they believe scarcely
a duty reniains in lier tariff upon such materials.

Among the minor suggestions which your memorialists would venture to make respecting
the provincial tariff, are the two following:

First, That the duties should be levied in the legal currency of the province; from which
your memorialists would expect to derive much advantage in increased simplicity and con-
venience; as, wherever specific duties are levied, a troublesome conversion of sterling into
currency wouild be avoided, and time, which is of the utmost importance in the active
season, would thereby be mucli economized.

Tle next suggestion wlhich your inemorialists would make is, that the practice of ex-
acting bonds froni importers on placing goods under the Queen's lock as security for the
paymient of the duties upon them should be entirely abolished. Your memorialists regard
this practice as extremely inconvenient, and troublesome to importers generally; while, on
the other iand, they consider it to be quite uncalled for as a means of securing the revenue
against loss, inasnuclh as the Crown in no instance parts with its lien upon the articles in
bond until de duties levied upon then have been paid, or "otherwise secured according
to law." Under these circumstances, your memorialists humbly trust that the vexations
practice in question will be speedily annulled.

Finally, vour memorialists would recommend, that along with the reforms already sug-
cested, the scale of touls now leviedti upon the Provincial Canais should undergo a thorough
revision, with a view to the substitution of such rates as will be calculated to attract the
trade of the Vest to the channel of the St. Lawrence.

To this recommendation your memorialists attach much weighut, and trust it will have
due influence witlh your Excelleney's government in framing the fiscal measures which the
present crisis imperatively calls for; and your memorialists would respectfully add, that all

the


