
been provided, nor has any attempt. been made to test the practicability of such a
project.

The Committee of Parliament further reported that the boats of the Steam Navi-
gation Company, subsidised by the Dominion Government, were altogether inadequate
to perform the work required of them; that being driven by paddle-wheels they are
nîot capable of contending with ice, and that suitable screw-boats could continue
crCssing about thce weeks later in the fall,and commence two or three weeks earlier
in the spring. and they recommended that good substantial boats should be provided
to meet the requirenients of the Island. and that at least one of these boats should be
a screw boat, of such construction as would enable lier to run as late in the fall and
as early in tb spring as a proper regard for the safety of life and property would
permit.

This recommendation bas been wholly disregarded, and, notwithstanding the fact
that hie contract Vith the Steain Navigation Comnpanîy ex-pired two years ago, the
same paddle-wheel boats which bave been engaged in the service for the last 22 years
are still eimployed.

Thle Committece of Parliaient further reconmnended that, inasmuch as the evidenice
takcin before them went to show that the "Northern Light" was fast becoming unfit
foi svvce. anîother sulitable steamer should be pIovided to take ber place.

'Thiis recommuendation has also becn disregarded, the " Northern Light " boing still
e'mployed, and althouigh she anniîually unidergocs sone repairs ber seaworthiness is
open to grave question.

Tbe îndersigned bave tulis deelied it necessary tu call attention, at eonsiderable
length, to the indif'erenîce shiown by the Dominion Goveriiinent to the recomniendations
of a Coinnnittee of Parliainent who, the Comnnittee of Coiuncil state, reached their
conclusions " after long and careful consideration of the subject, and examination of
persoiis. papers, and records."

Thle Coinîmmittec of, Couincil sav that " the change from sailing vessels to steamers
foi sunnnîiîer appears to have been the only improvement effected by the Island
" overmnnent, ii their imcans of conunication in 50 vears. although laving control
of a larger sumn iln revenue thaii the Isla nd now pays into the Dominion." The

uinfairness of the latter part of thtis statement the uniidersigned laving already pointed
ont, tlev nieed not again refer to it. Thoy would meorely remark that the promise to
overcomne the obstructions which, for so large a portion of the year, had cut the people
of the lsland off from connection with the imainland, was one of the principal induce-
ments for thmein to enter the Union, and they considered that by confederating with
Canada the co-operation of many of the people of the other Provinces. who were
interested equally with the people of the Island, would be secured.

lhe Committee of Council state that during the last two seasons the average
uniber of passengers in each crossincg of the " Northern Light" was only a fraction
over nine. While not disputing the correctness of this calculation. it is instructive to
note that. about three years ago, an order was issued by the Department of Marine,
restricting the number of passengers upon any trip to thirty. The making of such an
order, the undersigned submit, is sufficient proof that,. at times, the passenger travel
is large ; indeed, the steamer has occasionally carried from 80 to 100 persons. It may
be remarked that the officers of the "Northern Light" have found it impossible to
enforce the order restricting the number of passengers to 30, and that it bas remained
inoperative almost ever since its promulgation.

On this point the undersigned desire to introduce art extract from a speech delivered
last Session, in the Senate, by the Hon. Mr». Haythorne, wherein he called attention to
the very large number oi passengers crossing at times in the " Northern Light," and
to the want of accommodation afforded by that steamer. He spoke as follows :-

" On my return home from my duties in this House last spring, I was detained on
the mainland for two or three days awvaiting a change of weather which would enable
the 'Northern Liglit' to come to Pictou. A telegram informed us that she had left
Georgetown on ber passage. Ultimately she arrived, bringing, as it was said, about

00 passengers. The point to which I wish te draw the attention of the House, and
particularly the attention of the Governmnent, is, that there were fioi 75 to 87
passengers on board on her return ; rny lion. friend who sits opposite (Mr. Montgomery)
says there were 87 passengers on board ; but this I have no hesitation in saying, there
was barely standing rooin, to say nothing of sitting accommodation, which one expects
to find in a passenger steamer. Hon. gentlemen might suppose that there was a simple
remedy for this, by instructing the captain net to take more than a certain number of
passengers on board. Well, that of course would be a remedy, but it would be a vast


