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CENTRAL EXPERIMENTAL FARM.

It s The land purchased for this important central statiop comprises in all 466 acres,
tis very conveniently situsted mnear the bounda‘g line be‘t_ween ﬁho Emvlqm
og.onﬁario and Quebeo, in the Township of Nepean, Carleton County, less than three
iiles from the Parliament Buildings, at Ottaws, and can be reached by good roads
2 8overal directions, also by water and by rail. The land lies high, being from
t°.rty t0 eighty foet above the adjacent rivers, and is so pladed that part of ‘it drains
O the Rideau River and & part to the Ottawa River. The north front of the farm
u"“ Pies a commanding position, overlooking the city of Ottaws, the highest point of
T“d being thirty-two feethighér than thé main entrance to the Governm.eqt bmldm%&
he land has that desirable variety of soil which will make it very suifable for the
TPoses of an experimental farm, including withio its area every grade, from

1 avy clay to light sandy loam, much the larger part, however, is either a dark sandy

of good quality, or a friable clay loam. ) )

Oa taking possession of this farm, which comprised a number of small holdings,
the dividing fences were found to be well packed with surface stone collected
{?m the fields; there were also mauny heaps at different points and large

28lders goattered over the surface. While this farm is much less stoney than most
:f @ land in the immediate neighbourhood of Ottawa, nevertheless much laboar
1,26 ®Xpense was entailed in clearing the fields of surface stone. .T:hgse stones’have
on 80t together in piles, a part of them has already been used in improving the
figly 100 the farm and the remainder will all be useful for & like parpose. In every
’u‘i’ld there were also mauy sturps, chiefly pine, either singlo or in groups, while at
9 rear end of the farm there were aboat 140 acres on which the pine stumps were
'Y numerons and the greater part of this area was also'covered with a second
Browth of poplar and birch, With the aid of dynamite which has been freely used,
2l thege stamps—some four or five thousand in pumber—have been entirely re-
;“Wed, the second growth trees rooted up and burnt, and the whole of this hereto-
Ore wagte land brought under the plough and it is now ready for crop.

Virgin Soil for Bxperimental Purposes.

Ag 3 reg i aring the Contral Experimental Farm will haye the great
‘dvantage offﬁffg?ifuifmy %f- virgin soil, on which experiments cap be conducted
te8t the relative value of fertilizers on different sorts of crops, which will permit
f important, conclusions being reached, comparatively free from the errors whigh
Decessarily agsociated, 1o 8 greater or less extent with all lands on which fertili-~
Zers haye previously been used, or with soils more or less exhausted. This feature
Will adq very muchym the vale and usefulness of this most important section of the
Xor in experimental farming, for no knowledge is more eagerly sought or more
_1gh1y appreciated by iutellige;lt farmers than accurate mforlpatgpn regarding the
gﬂeﬁt of different fortilizers on crops. This vantage ground will be a8t opce taken
té)’ and a gerjes of experiments are being planned to be begun next apring, including
ks with barnyard maaure in different stages of decomposition, mineral phosphates
Oth raw ang manufactured, animal phosphates, wood ashes, nitrate of soda and
VVar_xong Mixtures of fertilizin, galts, These will be associated with similar plof:s on
Which the same orops will beggrom; without manure for the purposes of comparison,
of Sontinuing thesa. oxperiments with the same crops on thesame land for a namber
ind o878, the possibilities of error in the conclusions which may be reached regard-
I8 the Usefulness of certain fertilizers as special food for particalar crops will be
& it
4 d__limmxmnm.



