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each member made it a point of honxor to contrib-
ute as generously as possible to the success of
the colony, and before the meeting broke up they
received more than two hundred thousand livres.
With this substantial aid, M. Dauversiere set to
work in good earnest to prepare for the voyage
across the Atlantic, the remainder of the winter
being employed in preparing the necessary fleet.
Authorized by the King, he enlisted a number of
soldiers, whom he foresaw would be required to
garrison and protect the colony.~ He also assem-
bled a great number of families who volunteered
to accompany him to the New World, and devote
themselves to agriculture, retaining in his own
service about thirty married people of various
avocations, so that religion rather than worldly
interest should range under his standard.

Among the émigrants, the nobility were repre-
sented by such names as De Belètre, Closse and'
Mignon; merchants, by Lemoine, Lebèrt, Charly,
etc.; mechanics and farmers, by Caron, Barbier,
Archambault, Cavalier, Décari, and others. In
the spring of 1641 all these different classes of
people met at La Rochelle, from which port they
were to embark. M. Dauversiere was every-
where-now at Paris, now at Rochelle-and all
were ready to depart, when the idea suddenly
struck him that a man of prudence, experience,
and authority was still wanted to govern the
miscellaneous crowd, and take the lead in the


