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legitiniate calling. Notwitlistanding tiie fact tilat liis Iiiiiited imans
scarcely pertilitteci Ilitil die lumiry (if a library, stiti Iiis flouse %vas full

of books, and tliese lilways carcfully Choseil.
Iii that sparsely populated Part of the country, there werc few

tici-libours mid, coilseqtteiltlv. %-cry little society , ami, tilerefore,
reading %vas tlie offly amusement and occupation wlicil die daily tasks
were donc. In this licalthful, moral atniosphere, the cidest son of

Mr. Joseph Abbott (rl*e%%, t1p to bc a lielping riglit liasid to botil
parents, and liis care of Iiis yomiger brothers and sisters was mire-
mitting in those early days, as %veii as in his iater iifé. ýriirotigiiout

his carcer, lie lias cver becii tile mainstay of' Iiis iiiiiiily, IL loviii-,
and lielpful son to Ilis fatlier and illotiler, a judiciolis .1civiser and

betief«tctor to his other relatives. tri statesniailshili, perhaps, tilese
traits silowilil', such kindliness of dispositibii niay cousit for littie, but
they niay not bc iiiiiiiteresting to the gre-at, niass of the Pt,-,pie of the
Dominion, to wlioni the Cletails of the doniestic life of Iiim wlio is at
the nation's lieini nitist appeal , in tliat Il toucil of nature ivilicil iliakes
the whole %vorid kin.',

Throughout niany a long- %vinter \Vhile stornis beat with-
out and fierce winds \viiistled round t1le corners of the lZectory, a
little group of childreil %vere neld entranced in the scliool rooni by
the voice of tlicir eider brotlier relatincv to theni thrilling alid wolicter-
fut adventures with a vivid, boyish cloquence, foreshadowinlr, and

perliaps contributinir to a coniniand of lan-tiage whicli, iii future
years, %vouid attract larges', but not more intèrested audiences.
At the age of seventèen, NIr. J. J. C. Abbott left the paternal roof

to niake his %vay in the worici, and proceeded to â1ontreal. Flere lie
entered a mercantile flouse ; but, after a few montlis, die close air

and confinement of citv life begail to tell upon the comitry-bred lad,
and a severe illiless was the restilt. After liis recovery, lie went to

Gananoque, wliere lie 11«id obtained a position in die g-elieral business
establisliment of die Macclonalds, and tliere lie reiliained until lie

came to Montreal, in 1843, tO studyat McGill College. At tiiis tinie,
his family also nioved to the nietropolis, his father having been ap-

poitited Bursar of die University, and thus lie was once more in the
home circle. At this period, in spite of Mr. Abbott's bus>- life and

arduous studies, lie found lime to join in social amusements, and
niade a study of vocal music, in whicil branch lie became very


