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possiblity that in a quarter o! a' cen-
tury the bufalo would roam the. regien
in thousands. The buffalo can, be
Ibrought back to flourishi this northern
region, ivhich- will undoubtedly neyer ho
used by man. The rapid increase o!
tue Wainwright herd proves this, and
the infusing of some of their bloSd into
the strange wild herd in the nortbland

would be bound to reauit in a large ini- barrens, which, it is hinted, the Rhonndfs
Crease, interests have now wider consideratioi,

On the Arctic Barrens aiso roam wild 'imnenmeso Xs nml ol
caribou in numbers su vaàt that men imnenmeso hs nmi ol

who have watcbed some of the herds on be killed and shipped to market. The

the *miareh have been appallei These fiesh is goosi Mds the hid-. worth about

caribou are estimated to be greater ij four dollars a pound for l»iî ii i

number than even the buffalo two hun- taken ini the late fait.

ded years agoe The great naturalist, At this period of the wor<ld'a history

Ernest Thompson Seton, in a recent re-,-when the world seems even farther from

port to the Commission of Conservation, meeting the demand, the wonderftil pos-

Canada, estimated them at 30,OD),OO. sibilities of Canada are now ceommand-,

At present the people of Dawson City ing the attention of haoe~ a.eo

get their yearly winter supply of mest nomîsti, and undoubtedly ini the next

by killing thousands.of the ani4als whiph f ew years undertakings ini the wy of

pase near on their winter migration I- inaking use of caribou, musk-oxon, and,

land. Witb a railway pushed to the let it be hoped, the buffalo, wlU b. uide.

The Federal Gover'fment 'of Canadaj
bu just granted a concession o! 75,8501
square miles i the ;region of the1
CJhurchill River ini the Hudson Ilay dis-1
trist tuo9, private ranching company, the
Sorti ,An1eiiaf Reindeer Company,
capitalized at $750,000, which proposes
to anibark upon. a ranchiiig project

asqie*nithe history of the Dominion.
Th aCh is the largest, i area in the
tiOworld, and upon it will b. grazed

dmesticatedl caribou, commonly known
as reindeer, to eupplybeef and leather.
Musk-oxep may also be raised i cap-
ti,,ity. In.return for the concession the
coinpany pay a yearly rentai of $192,-
WO.O which is four cents an acre en thefr
àtS,000-acre holding. \They also *are

to give the government e ié er cent of
the ycarly total of their herds. The ani-
mais which the government so acquii'es
will be turned over to Indian andEski-
mos living in the territQi!y. By -this
plan the goverflmeflt hopes to foster a
new lndustry and make the Indians and
Eskimo free f rom the danger o! starva-
tion which nowi frequently faces them
when game fails. The plan is very much
the same as that so successfully carried,,
out by the -United States Goverimelnt
in Aaska. Twenty-seven years ago the
United States Government importcd
twclve hundred head of reindeer into
Alaska f rom Russia. To-day, there are
8a7,000 head in Alaska, and the native
Eskimo, from a nomadie and wretchedly
existing people, dcpend entirely on
game and fishing, have cbangéd to a,
very prosperous people, many of! thein
owning individually as many as a tbou-
sand head o! reindeer.

The new Canadian company propose 1te
drive their first herd from Alaska over-
land to the Churchill River country;, L
difficult undertaklng, as the distance is
about two thousand miles through wil-
derness region.

If this drive proves successful, it wili
be the moat unusual feat of its kind
perhaps ever performed in the world's

The great possibilities that lie in rais-
ing reindeer and musk-oxen were callcd
to the attention o! the Canadian Federal
Jovernuicnt in May o! this year by Stcf-
annson, the Aretie explorer, wben he qd-
dressed the House of Parliament on bis
ieturn from the Arctic. He suggestcd
the establisliiîg of a station 0o1 Melville.
Island (see înap of Canada for a better
understanding o! this article). where. a
start could be niade ini the domesticat-
ing of, the inusk-ox. and the caribou,
whIich animais abound upon the .Arctic
prairies. These prairies. called --barrens"y
because o! the absence o! trees, are,
however, richiy ciothed with inoss, that
feeds the animais both wintcr and sumn-
iner; rank and plentifully growing grass
also flourishes in the summer, and dries
for winter fecd. The members o! the
Rouse at Ottawa reportcd favorably,
and StefannsoAi's scheme ivili in ail likc-
lihood be' put into practise in the inear
future. Meanwhile the private, comn-
pan'Y have undertaken to graze reixideer
on the largest s<aie in the historv of
the vor id.

But there are stili other possibilities
%Vhich iin the ncar futureare bound to
receive attention. Thirteen years ago

, the Domninion Govrnmcent started the
eonsrvation o! wiId animal lif e on the
largest seille ever attnpted by placing
seven luuudred and fifty bison, comol
ealled butfladlo, in a natural park at WVain-
wright, Aberta. To-day this bord lnum-
bers oertwenty-two hundred, -and soon
WilIl betnn nulnerous for the park to
Support. At. the samne time, nino hun -
dred miles to the north, near Fort Sniti,
on1(0reat Slave River, are botween three

sudfie hnudred wild buffalo. calcid
woo-buTal." ncloubtedly, these anv

a lremuanllt of the great prairie bords that
0 re s1n1limrous seventy-five years ap,

The new ironment bas somewbat ai-
tered tilel in appearanco, but as f ar as
eau he iearnled they are the samneanimna
as fornieliv roamied the plains to the
souIt11wardl If a few hundred of the
11(1(1 dt Wainwright werc transportod to

theFor ~mithîgin.there is cverv
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The Increased Price of 'Wheat
The Canadian Wheat Board has announced an increase of 50c. a bushel in the price of wheçt to

the millers. This action bas been taken because Mr. Julius Barnes, of the United States Grain Cofflra-

tion, bas succeeded in his atten4f-to have removed those war-time restrictions wh ich preveùtedýthëifree

entry of Caiadian wheat into the United States. The farmers of Western Canada must appreciate what

has been' donc for th em by Mr. Barnes.

There was a timé when there was loud discussion in Canada as to what effect fret wheat betwxeen

Canada and the United States would have upon the price of wheat. It was arguýd on the oneti1~~

the price of wheat at Minneapolis would be reduced to the Canadiàn frvel, and it was as empliaticily

asserted on the other side that the priée of. Canadian wheat would apprbach to the higher level itay

obtaining in Minneapolis. Upon wbichever sid*e of the controversy thc merits of the case layï, thèse

who argucd against freý wbeat won in the reciprocity election of 1911.

Many things have happened since the year 1911, so many that we are living now in a new ordW, pt

things altogether. Amongst the many changes that havie takeiq place are tbose affecting trade in

wvheat as betweet Canada and the United States. Botb countries have removed the duty on -,heat.

So far as governients and parliaments are conccrned, free trade idf wbeat between Canada and the

United States is.now the law. During the war, and for many months after the Armistice wase sigiued,

both countries maintained restrictions wbicb made free wheat impossible. *Now, however, the Unitpd

States Government bas removed ail those restrictioiSs, while the Canaaian authoriticis have hot. *

have now a one-sided fr.ee wheat between the two countries, and the immédiate result of this -isa* l-Ib

crease to the Canadian farmer of 50c. a busliel in the price of his wheat.

Have the farmers of Western Canada changed their attitude in regard to fre 'wheat?, The

tion sounds comical now that they have at last a concrete demonstration oWhte value of the Awdimm

market. But the question is not as comical as it sotunds, and for this reason there is flot a .cliwee isa

hundred that the United States wiII keep its market open if Canada continues its présent methdof

selling wheat. The farmers of the United States, especially of the spring wbeat growing arcat. càp-

not be expected to look with favor upon the free entry of Canadian wheat into itbeir markets, a1Aid th.y

wvi1l find allies in the United States in any attempt they may rnake to re-impose the duty or the- restric--

tions. And in making such an attempt their spokesmen can make use of the kind of argument wbieh

has neyer failcd to find a response in the United States.,

They can argue that while Canada has remnoved the duty upon American wheat, it stili mtaintains

its restrictions, because American wheat and flour cannot corne into Canada except througb a permit

or a license from the Xheat Board. Not qnly so, but it can be argued witb perhaps stili .greater

effect, that American milerg cannot purchaâe Canadian wheat on commercial terms ,and by ýc4mir

cial methods; that if they attempt to purchase Canadian wheat they can deal only witb a Wheat Bowd

which bas a statutor'y monopoly of ail Canadian wheat; and that, therefore; the Canadian market is.not

only'closed as against United States wheat and flour by its licensing systcm, but also that this forrn of

protection is reinforced and strengtbened by the Canadian Government mcthod of selling.

Tt is impossible to show that this argument i as. ,Ibis being the case, ti nhikbetat

the United States^ will long keep ber market opened to Canadian wheat if -Canada continue* this

niethod of selling. True enough the United States authorities have not objccted so far as the présent

crop year is concerned, and they have flot objected for the simple reason' that tbey have no logiWl

foundation upon wvhich to base such an objectiop as far as this year is co ncerned. If Canada bas a

XVheât Board, thev have aUnited States Grain Corporation. If Canada bas restrictions still, they had

restrictions until the other day. The operations of their Grain Corporatiôft were so limited since'.the

beginning of the present crop year that it tvas no inconvenience to them to remove their restrictiolis

against Canadian wheat in the middle of the crop year.

The operations of the Canadian \Vheat Board are so (cmtplica'ted that it cannot be expected *at

they should cease their operatiOnS -before the end of the présent crop year. So far, therefore,. as the

handling of this year' s crop is concerned, there is no reason whyv the United States should objeÇt. to

Canada's method of selling ber wvheat, but should Canada maintain ber présent method of selling beyond

this crop vyear, there is not a chance in a hundred that the United States will keep her markets open

free to Canadian wheat. -~

Tt would be a curious development if, while the farmers in 1911 fougbt and voted for free wheat,

they should for 1920 adopt a method of marketing Canadian wheat whicb would as inevîtahly defeat

free wheat hetw-ýeen Canada and the United States a thoroughly as it wvas defeated in 1911.

The above article appeared in the Winnipeg Telegram, Decem ber

-012eth. Without expreasing any opinion on it, 1I think it i, worthy

of the moat care fui considera tion.

JOHN E. BOTTERELL
Prosident Wnnipeg, Grain Exclad*g
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