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mind for a long while. I guesa it'Il
corne out il right."

Having unbounded faith in the re-
sources of Pop's Irish wit, we left
tbe field witb clear conscienties, feel-i ng tbat the matter was as good as
st1led. But three days later we saw
Jenks jogging around the track as

dQggdlyas ever. Somewhat dis-
turbed, we asked O'Brien what the
matter was. He told us that the af-
fair was ahl settled.

"But I'm goin' to let ye puzzle over
it a littie," tbe «trainer added, with a
mysterious grin. "A bit more worri-
m~ent won't hurt ye. Maybe ye'll be
surprised ait the way I've manalied it;
but neyer ye mind, the iad's in mvy
keepin'. He'iI corne out of this al
right, or me name ain't O'Brien!»

Tbat was ail tbe satisfaction hie
would gzive theni. Notwithstanding
persistent efforts to worm his secret
fromn him, the day of the mneet ar-
rived with Pop wearing the saine
baffling smile, and Jenks saying no-
thing, onily working harder than any
other man on tbe team.

It is difficult to exaggerate the im-
portance of that meet to tbe coliege.
In the first nlIace, it was our turn to
hoid it on our own grounds, conse-
quently haiE the spectators were our
oid grads, our fathers and mothers
and sisters and sub-fresbman broth-
ers, and other fellows' sisters, al
wearing our colors and cock-sure of
our success. Tben, it was a year of
unnsually bitter rivalry between us
and tbe State University. The pre-
ceding fail the university had' lièked
us at football, and ail this spring thcy
bad been bragging how tbey wouid'
do the samne to our basebail and track
teanis.

For varions reasons, but principaiiy
for its biustering 'bigness, we hated
that institution. Wbiie we dated
back nearly a century, to tbe time
wben our founder cieared the virgin
forest, they could boast of barely a
dozen years' mu 'shroomn growtb. The
Legislgture voted tbemn a generous
annual appropriation, but Legisia-
tures can't give history, nor tradi-
tions, nor moss-grown, time-meliowed
buildings, nor old grads. In place of
tbese the university had barrels of
money, enormons classes, and stili
more enormous cheek.

Fctur other coileges sent teams to
represent theni, but the real contest
was admittedly between us and our
overgrown rivai. Experts predicted
thLe closest, fight since the founding
of the league. Upon Springler we
depended for flfteen points, five for1
flrst place in each of' the three
dashes: but.,the university had a man
wbo was eqnally sure to Win the two
long, runs. In the haîf-nîie, the
hurdles, the jumps, and the weights
we felt secure of as many points as
tbey. Figuring out the prospects, we
hiad conciuded that we shouid Win
the meet by about five points. The
outlook was cheerful, but flot rosy
cnouglh to banish anxiety aifogthcer,
especiaily since the university root-
ers, as soon as they marched up,:n
the field, bcgan to behave as if they
liad flot the slightest doubt about
wi nnin g.

Eacli coilege had a certain section
of the grand stand assignied to it, ard
even frorn a distance you gouid tell
where eacb croôvd mat froni the pre-
dominating color. Stuffy and Hefty
and Red and 1, with a few otiiers of
our particular coterie, liad the good
luck to be unencumbered with rela-
tives, so we went out to the field to-
gether, and ail got seats in a buncli.

As we lookcd over the progranis
distributed throu-i the rows by a
couple of freshinien, Jcnks aîid Pop
O )Brien's proi-niscd surprise bcing far
fromn our thoughts, suddenly there
carne a howi from Hefty:

"O11, vow! Blily for Pop! Se
here, feilows, wvhat he's -one and
clone!"

Eageriy crowding arotind T-eftv,
we let our eves rest on the spot his
finger iiicicatcd. Tliere, amonm tlie
cutries for the two-iic m rn appearcd
the naine of M. A. Jciilr!

'ýNVi t l a conmoil impulse, we

glanced at the Iist of men who were
to take part in the dashes. Jenks
was not there.

"Weli, I don't see as he's helped
things any," growled Kimfbali.

"You don't bey, you pudd'n'.
head?" retorted Hefty. "Haven't rya
brains enougb to understand that
since jenks isn't officiaily entered for
the ýsprints, hie cani't start? That's
Pop's foxy scheme. If the boy had
been left out altogether, he might
have expected a conspiracy; but now
O'Brien can explain that his naine
got in the wrong place through Some
regrettable error, which was discov.
ered too late to remedy. Since Jenks
considers himself only a sprinter,
he'd neyer dream of starting in the
two-miie run, and 80 he'll be left out

ialtogether."
"You're right !" sbouted Stuffy,

with a vigor that proved bis delight.
'lhat ought to let the fresliman
down without wounding his tender-
est feeling$."

More than satisfied with tbe nman-
fier in wbich Pop had kept bis word,
the gang dismissed the subject and
prepared to give the coming events
its. undivide d attention.

As usual, the meet began with the
hundred-yard, dash. Springier, just
as everybody expected, won, with
two yards of clear dayiight between
Lim and the nearest opponent. That
sarted the cheering, and from then
0o1 there were few intervals when one
coliege or another was îîot stretching
is Iungs. The State University men
had every kind of new-fangied device
for making a disturbance, and when-
ever one of their teamn won the racket
was hideous.

An athiete of thieirs took the iow
hurdies, with Johnson of our teami
second, wbiie in the bigh hurdies the
saine two men came in ahead, oniy
in positions just reversed. And this
was an illustration of the way tbings
went most of the afternoon. Practic-
aiiy, it was a dual meet, for the other
colleges got -flrsts in oniy three
events. Springler took the two-
twenty in hoiiow style, and Felton,
the university's crack distance man,
liad just as easy a tine in the mile
run. The field events distributed
points about as we had anticipated,
and then the resuit of the broad jump
was announced we held the victory
as good as won.

With the quarter and the two-niie
events yet to corne, the score stood
tliirty-eig<ht to thirty-one in our fav-
or. Springler was regarded as a cer-
tainty in tire quarter, whiie the long
rtun was conceded to Felton, so itl ooked as if nothing couid prevent
our coming out six or seven points
a'.-ead. The university men reaiized
tis as weii as ourseives, for thieir
clleering died away, and the section
where their supporters sat suddenlly
becanle quiet as the grave, with
hardiy a fiag in sight.

Aithough our rivais had flot a man
who could finish the quarter within

.yards of Springier, the t-wo they had
Ctercd were considered good enotugh
to beat any of the other contestants.

Altogthcr, eighit starters faced the
mîark.

The pistol cracked, and it was
* orins to see the way our star man

lit out from the bunch., HaiE way
round the track lie led by ten yards,
running s0 easily that hie scarcely
sccmicd to exert hiniself at ail. It
1()okLed like a walk-over; then aIl at
once our cii ering ended abruptly in
a w*aii of dismay, for, entering the
lioniie-streteli, 'Springier, without
wvarniing, suddeniy lost his magnifi-
cc:n stride,' staggered a few step)s.
211( pitchied over on his face. Th e

twr-niuivNcrs;ity riunniers dirted past.
-111( tlie nxt minute they had crossed
the Iine and won the race.

Tt ail occurred so unexpectediy that
foir several seconds the wlhole grand

S nisat sulent ini amazenlient. Then
froin that university section burst ar-ar that shook the distant dormitor-
ies.

ITlû-v had ,it hiappened? There sat
Sp)ring,,-er on the edge of the track,%%ithi his fa-ce bnried in his hands,

jUl
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