
Figuire 2 wilI -ive au. idea
îonasmall scale or a dome-

__ linîied coral. This fi-ure is
* opied from Silliman's Ameni-

cn Journal of Science, New
.~ ~u~ iw~~ -~:~ S ries, vol. 3, page 3. lu that

v olume of the Jour-nal there arc
seera finle articles on CoraIs,
iwnitten by Professor Jamnes
Pana, whio spent several yeam.

Fig 2 As ra jLr>iLea (DN~~) among" the Coral Islands of the
P1lacifie and other sens, and whosc inagnifieent Nwork uponi the ZOOFIIYTES * is -

*-considered to beo ne of the bes3t contributions ever mnade to any department
.of Natural JIistory, -Mr. Dana says iLi one of the articles in question

Mnnly or the Vanîous shapes whiehl thieie Zoophytes assaime, are 'finiliarly
.lknown. _Mre pore shrubs and trees. and the sea-%nu anid other G-or-
,gonite froni the West and East Lffdies, arc common in collections--
T he hemiisphieres of bincal(MoIandnina,) and also of stiir-coral

(Ato', arc oftcu, met w'ith. It is very generally supposed thatthese are
;by far the most frequent, if not the oiuly shapes presented ; but, on the con-
t4rary, the varieties are extrcmely nurnerous, as wc have already iintimated.
Some species grow up in the forin of large Lcaves rolledl aroiud one another
like an open cabbage, avid ccibbage-coe-al wol bo ne iuapt dÎesignation for
--uchi species. Another foliaiedl kind consists of Ieaves more crisped and of
m~ore delicate -texture, irregalarly cltnstcrcd ;--ltttcc-coral would be a signi-
ficant me. E aeh Icaf lias a surface covercd Nvwith polyp-fiowers, and wns
formed by flhe growth and secretion of ihese polyps. -Chastcred leaves ofthe
~eant.hus and oi.k, are at once called to mind by otiier species; a sprouting
:slsparagups-bedc by ot1hprs. The mushrooni is liere imitated in very many of
is fantastie slsapes, aud other fiug-i, with moýszes aud lichens, add te the

'varicty-
"tVases of Madri~pores arc coînmon about tuie reefs of the Pacifie-

-They stand on a cylindrical base, wvhichl is cuveloped ini fiowers wvhen alive,
,:nd consist of a network of branches and bnichiets, spreading gracefully
froni a centre, coTeredl above with crowded sprigs of tinted polyps. The
vases in the colleetions of the Expmdition, atWashingitou, -will bear out this
,description, althoagh but the liftélesscoral.

41The domes of Astroeas are of perfect synnuetry, and oftcn grow to a
-diaxneter of ten or twelve fezt withiont a blemnish. Tie rader hilloclks of
Ponites are -sonietines twcnty ièet acroms l3esides these, we night describe
-coluinns, Hercules' clubs, -aud various strange shapes which are like nothing
but themaselves.

IlIt is an cnquiry of xnuch interest ]ow thes-e varions frmz proeeed
« fror the buddingr proeess.

>* ZoopItye, fromn the Greek, (Zbon,) -tu adîmil, andl (1'kton,) a plant.-
Mihe wordl is used with various limitations of meani4g by différent autbors, baet
seemst lbc s;y.eaymous with POJy.P.


