" ‘Were crystallized into; permanence, and multiplied into’
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- university. ‘Tmmense wealth- lies it the coffers of dis-

- ciples,
" 'Godjto furnish'all the funds : h g
-tion'of the world ; a.vast host of disciples, needing, only

sufficient, were a fithe of it laid on the altar of
ded for the- liza~

the:

organization and consecration, to carry dismay and ‘de-
feat to the allied powert of the world and Satan, Time

. and space are practically annihilated, and all nations

neighbors. In addition to all, the volee of the Lord rings

..-out of the midst of the shining cloud of His Providence,
~ bidding us “ Go forward 1” : e

:

. For what sre we waiting?  With the threefold inspira-
tion of our Savioui’s precepts and promises, Divine Pro-
vidence going before us, and Divine Gracé working with

.-us, the eyes must be blind that see not the signs of the

. times, and the ears deaf that hear-not the call of God.

-3

. {o in the City of Jerusalem un
dko 24 : 49,

The duty of bearing the good tidings to the world is both
instant'and- constant. It is #he first-and last command

-of our risen Lord, the first ahd-last need of a dying

world, the first and last condition of a true vital pisty !—
Christian at Work.

— e

The Power aud Work of the Holy Ghost.

A paper read by Miss Frith ot the January conference of
Canadian Baptist Missionaries ot Samulcoita, and
published by request.
A babold il s tho promiso o the Faher upon you; bat
1 yo bo clothed with power

70D 0 u!lA'x)"ry
. Jesus had alreddy told the disciples before His death
that He would pray the Father and He would send not
8 Comforier, but anothér Comforter, who ~would -abide

- with them forever,

.but

He, from the time He came up out of the wilderness into
Galilee in the power of the Spirit, had been their beloved
Teacher, Comforter; Companidn and Friend; but now
He must leave them, and that is not all, He tells them
of all they shall have to endure for His sake. They
would be hated and persecuted, have sorrows and afflic-
tions, and many of them would even be put to death ;

the Holy Ghost would be their Guide and Leader ;
and would teich them “all things” “ guide them into
all trufh” and bring *“ all things lo their remembrance,”
whatsoever He Himsélf had said unto them. Heis no
stranger, “ you know Him, He dwelleth with you and
shall be in you” * He shall receive of mine, and shew
it unto you ; and shall shew you things to come.” With
all these precious promises the loving and sympathetic
Saviour comforted His sorrowing disciples, In their
state of anguish it may have been difficult for them to
apprehend all their Master was telling them and to be-
lieve it possible that any other beside Jesus would be,
able to comfort or help them in sugh times of distress.

- To them His words may have at the time seemed specu-

- the prison w.

. réjoicing’

1&tive and impracticable, as it would appear.they are to
us very often ; but this same Comforter afterwards helped
them and many since, to sing praises to God even within
He also helped them to stand boldly
before kings, rulers, counclils and to leave their presence
at they were counted worthy to suffer shame
for the sake of their Lord and Master, and to be made
‘partakers’of His sufferings that “the Spirit.of glory and
God might rest upon them,” : PO
*Paul, in His first Epistle to
mended the church for having been followers of

com-.

‘the Thessalonians
f them

. and of the Lord ; and said they had “received the word

i miicly affliction with the joy of the Holy Ghost”. So

we believe, the . Comforter. became - not only "to"the .
apostles, but also to the churches pxjactlcallha source of -
comfort and joy. - Com el IR e
Now that" Jesus had already fully’ explained to them: - -
who the Comforter. was, and what His mission would be' .-
in them and in the worl ;' He, beforé His final departurs '
to the Father, charged them to'tarry in Jerusalem until -~
they had been clothed  with” His. power ;- and - He, fhs. -
Saviour promised after the Holy: Ghost bad: come ugdn, o
them, _that.t,heg.,smu_ld_b,e;wimeucls. unto Him “both.in
Jerusalem, and in- Juden, and in Samaria, and unto:the
ultermost parts of the earth, . -1 = vl oa T
“The disciples, we would imagine, cught to have been .~
already without this ,gower ‘very well equipped for thé
workfor which they had been chosen. Theyhad beencalled ', -
and designated:by the Lord Jesus. Himself, so ‘that with .
the ékcéption of Judas, 0o’ mistake had been made asto
whether they were the right persons to carry- the gospel -
even into the uttermost Eam of the earth, They also’ -
had the advantage of which even Paul could not'{o.ut
of hiaving been, for three years, under the lovin@puon&i’ L
influence and teaching of Jesus Himself.: From Him .
they had heard and received many lessons, and had-seen - -
such mighty works wrought by’ Him, that one of thém
afterwards wrote : “If every one of tlie things had been |
written which.He did even the world itself could not con- -
tain the books that should ba written,” They had learn- ™~
ed upon His bosom, sat at His feet, had seen” His mira-; -
cles,’and also His glory, when “His face did shine as. -
the sun and His raiment was white as the light” * Ah
They had seen His agony too in the garden, when * His
Soul was exceeding sorrowful even unto death,” "They: .
had witnessed His sufferings and death on.the.cross,and ..
were with Him again after His-vesurrectionyrand doubte
ing Thomas, that his faith might be strengthened in-the -
risen Lord, fiad had ihe privilege of putting his fingeron .
the prints of the nails and thrusting his bands into the |
pierced side. We ask what more could possibly be required -
of the servants of the Lord- and ambassadors of King
esus. They had received no college or university train- -
ing, and probably still wore their fishing costumes which- ~ -
no doubt many of our ordaining 'councils of the mine- ..
teenth century would ahject toand so consider them unfit_
for the ministry, although they had been. with Jesus™ -
Himself, and bad been taught by'Him three whole.years ; -
but Jesus, from other motives and’ for other: reasons, -
considers the disciples, whom He 'has taught,still. unfit
for the great work of proclaiming the gospel to all the
world. They had not yet been filled and clothed with
the power of the Holy gbost ; and uitil they had been’
they are commanded to wait in_Jenisalem, . Even Jesus
Rimself did not enter upon  His minisiry without this
enduing, Weread of Him returning in the . power-of " -
the Spirit into Galilee.”. - R
The call to service, the consectation of ourselves, our
wills, our-affections;-our:talents-whether-many Drf%\:,"f‘f“
our time, our strength, and our all, whatever it may be,
Is necessary; to-be with' Jesus;: to love 'Him; and be
loved by Him ; to lean upon' His bosom as John did,-or -
to sit at His feet like Mary, is a preparation w¢ all need < -
and must have if we wo_ulJ be successful laborers in the . .
vineyard -of the Lord, ~To go to the. wilderness {o be = -
tempted by the same ome who ‘temptéd our’ Lord, may.-
be a part of the preparation for wotk and.a. means . God - .

] uses very frequently while' fitting ‘men and- women for - -

His service. - Years of tralning by the best teachers our
Christian colleges: and universitles can afford is good and
useful ; but all these preparations are inefficient and. are’

not complete of themselves, nnd over _thgm ;}I'm’uu bo -
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