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! government owmenship in Canada.

i “I do not say that theé government
whoild own every railway. I do.mot eay

fthat the govenrment should ‘take up every |

railway enterprise which ie proposed, but
I:do eay that the government might, very
“mwisely own. e trunk line and a trutk line
ﬂl&e'bﬂcau-e it gives advantagzs to- the

!

“he experience of the I. C. R., I think,
#o far from being an evidence that such a
policy is unwise and an unsafe one which
camnob be judiciously adopted by the gov-
etnment, is directly and positively the
oﬂ"gfij'waya'ndlmon]ytootmy that

®o small a portion of our friends on this

8

ide of the house and so small a portion
“honorable gentléman on the other side
10 ree me in that view.
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agree with
will say that if our friends had
to
country had to say and what
in reference to this rail-
‘would have heard that mo
licy would ‘commend jtself to their bet-
_judgment o heartily or eo unquestion-
as the policy which will ensure the
’ on of e railway through the
‘western country wwhich ehall be owned and
operated by ‘the government.

The Route of the |. C. R.
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“Now we have been told a good deal

by any right honorable friend in regard
to, the disadvantages of the I. C. R. by
reason of its circuitous route and I have
said: whatever the right honorable gentlie-
man said in that respect is absolutely cor-
wéct, He eaid what I have eaid over and
over again in explanation of way better
financial results had not been accompish-
el over that road. But becaued it is a
fact, in respect to the 1 . C. R:, it does

‘mot follow that it =hould comtinue fo bel
the faét in respect io any extensions

v'w'lii_aeh take place, because in my view the
mere territory to extend the ' roads into

C i :
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: the " central . pibt of the’ provir

oF New Branswick in order that you coul:

¢héaper and better route than the

.I point to the experience of the

‘which crosses the State of Maine.
v

“What is the fact?

“The 1. C. R. 'has ‘bad a contest with
the T. P. R—a cohtest in one sense—at
all“events a”test betpveen the two roads
thas taken pldce. ‘When did it take place,
anid with - what it? It took place last

" year «when the C.'P.*R. was barred by
réason -of 'its"c ig - the
in. conpequence . ofuthe embargo laid upoa
cattle; from carrying cattle, because they
would: have to ‘be. carried. through * the
State of Maine.: We were called upon on
the I. C. R. to carry the cattle from the
west -because they icould not go by the
C, P. R. We carried them and what did
<we succee] in dojng when .we. carried
them? . = . : <
Again, Lack of Information.

“No man can kay that there would not
be a mint of money :made by any com-

= pany. that would operate a railway through

that country. But the fact of the matter
is’that we know mnothing about it. We
have no information about it. The gov-
ernment is not in possession of any infor-
mation about. it or at all events if any are
. X'have never knowa of it and they have
zot put this house in possession of it.
And if it be that' this country is not a
fertile .country, if it be that there is no
local support for a railway, if it be that
settlement cannot be invited into that
country ;s if it ‘be that the mest of Canada
will fill up with settlement before settle-
ment will go into it; if there is mothing
‘but pulp wood in that country which will
not be hauled out until after all the pulp
wood which is handier, to the market is
“taken away from the other vast areas of
Canada in 'which it is to be found; if there
is no labor there except the labor that
would enter into competition with the
fabor of British’ Columbia which is much
handier to get and better in quality; if
that -is all the business that a railway can
take out of that country, what a calami-
sous plunge this government and this par-
fiament would be. taking in lending its
support to this scheme.

At 'alb'events 1 am entitled to ask, so
far 'as T vepresent the people of my own
constituency and the people of New
Brunswick, I am entitled to ask as any
other man of this house is entitled to ask,
that I’'should have enough evidence be-
fore me, that I may be satisfied in order
to arrive at an honest judgment so that I
ghall feel that I am mot by any possibility
committing a grave and an egregious er-
ror which will deal disaster to the future
of thisrcountry. (Cheers.) 2
_ “Now, Mr. Speaker, such a railway as
I would favor could be used for coloniza-
tion purposes of course, and for whatever
other western traffic could be attracted
over that road, whatever other western
traflic would find its way there in preier-
encé {o seeking an outiet from the head
of the lakes. If all that our friends con-
fidently expect and believe with regard
'to the future pro-pect, of the advantages
which would come to the west from that
railway is fully realized, so much the bet-

ter, and we.will all be able to appreciat |

such good results; but we do mot know
that there is any possibility of such bene-
ficial results, we have no information that
would lead us to form an opinion on the
matter and therefore I say thaf the gov-

- ernment may fairly consider whether they |

lrﬁm&npidmminpﬂicoﬁﬁioni‘n

§ ment “operation, ‘of

the’ provinee

ought mot to pause in the project which
they are asking us to approve.

MR. BLAIR'S PROPOSITION,

e

First Explore Country it is Thought to Open
' Ups Then Build as Conditions Required.

“Now, sir, my proposition is this: We
ought to have come before parliament as
a government and we ought to have smid
to parliament and to the country, ‘We are
favorably impressed with the importance
of the early construction of another trans-
continental railway, but, as business men,
as prudent and cautious men, we think
that the proper course for us to take is to
get an appropriation from parliament in
order that ‘this whole country, which it
is proposed the railway' shall traverse, in-

ar as it has mot been officially explored

so far as we have mot been' made
familiar with its conditions, shall be as-
certained and made known to the people
of Canada, laid before parliament at a
later day and then if these reports are
faverable it is our fixed purpose to ask
parliament to justify us and aithorize us
to go along Wwith railway comstruction in
that territory.

“My idea’ would be that we should go
as far as we could reasonably and as the
necessities would justify and when we got
through, that we ‘should then call a halt
until the mecessity arose for further ex-
tension through the western country. We
would have our officials on the alert and
they would see when the growing needs
and. prospects of the country would justify
a further extension and when that time
came, then, if nobody else entertained it,
and even ‘if #they did my idea would be
that; we should continue our road along,
go right along through, go along just as
we required to ‘do it in ‘the true interest
of the country. :

“Phen this discussion which I have said
was so mecessary would-have taken place.
The public press would take ‘the project
up, the public platform perhaps might be
‘used to some extent, parliament.would dis-
cuss all the matter in all its bearings, and
‘you would get the ideas of the people as
to ‘whether government owmership, govern-

t r ‘company ownership
and comp#ny operation would be the most
desitdblé; _dtid sthe ' arguments would be
brought pro and con and you would have
the peopla, of Canada put in possession of
all the facts of the seheme which was to
be adopted before they were irrevocably
committed to its adoption. (Cheers:) «

Matters for Inquiry.

“Now, the pointe that I think ought to
be inquired into are: ls there a feasible
and practical route north of the height ot
land between Quebec and the prairies?
What are the prospects .of settlement?
What are the natural resources of the ter-
ritories? Is there a-good reason to be-
lieve that there will be a local traffic to
sustain the road? These and cognate ques-
tions should, I think, first be asked and
inquired into- before we are asked by the
responsible government of this country to
commit ourselves to a work of this magni-
tude. Now, sir, T am brought naturaly to
call attention to some fedtures of the con-|
tract in connection awith the dbeervations
which T have just made. On -the first. page
of the bill you will have - discoversd ‘a
upecial feature indicated by the language
employed in the preamble: ‘Whereas, by
reacon of the growth in population and
the rapid development on the productive-
ness and- trade of Canada and especialwy
of the western part thereof and with a
view to th¢ opening up of ‘new. territgry
availab.e for settlement, both in the east-
ern provinces and in the west, and the
affording of traneportation faeilities for
such territory, and for other reasoms, the
necessity “has arisen for comstruction of a
national . transcontinental railway.”

Declares This Unworkable and Senseless.

“You will observe further on that it
reads that you are to procted to the con-
struction of a national trans-continental
railway to be operated as a common rail-
way highway across the domimion from
ocean to ocean and. wholly within Cana--
dian territory. It is to that particular fea-
ture that for a moment I desire to call
the attention of the house. One of ihe
fundamental grounds and hases upen
which this scheme was founded, and you
can see the consequence of this view later
when I further advance with my amgu-
ment, is that it ie necessary to furnish
to that territory which we are opening up
and developing, a common railway high-
way. Now, I.apprehend, that the language
has been chosen for the purpose of con-
veying'a idgacific idea. Tt is to be not an
ordinary railway in any sense, mot a rail-
way which eould be owned and controiled
by a corporation, although subject to all
the powers and control which may be ex-
ercised through any tribunal which parlia-
ment may constitute, but that it should
be a goverpment railway and be used in
a different sensge from an ordinary railway,
something in the nature of-a highway only
with rails, so that every railway company
which came along would have the right
and opoprtunity afforded to it of travers-
ing this railway with ite ‘trains, so that,
as my honorab.e friend said in the course
of his speech, a train could start at St.
John, or Halifax, run to Moncton, get on
to this railway and come out at Port
Simpson. Your locomotive and your train
hande would go on a long junketing tour
acrose the continent from St. John to the
Pacific ocean. That is to say it would be
a railway common to every railway com-
pany to wse. That is the meaping, I ap-
piehend, of the language used, or els
there is no meaning in it at all.

“Now let me call attention to the clause
924 of the contract, which contains two.or
three sub-clauses. First sub-cluase A, and
next reference
to these
them—you will

clauses
see that they fortify

the idea that trains might come
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along and piek up this railway and tun
along it in the ordinary way in which &
man with a horse and cart may travel
along the highway. I it were possible to
produce the most conclusive and striking
evidence that eome features or thix con-
tract were framed = without cooeultaiion
with and without the advice or the opin-
jon of anybody who knows ‘anything at
all about railroading, the clause in the pre-
amble wil afford that evidence. A more
absolutely unworkable and ift the opinion
of every railroad man in the country, a
more senseless suggestion 3t would be
difficult to make.

“The idea of commencing a scheme in-
volving all the millions of expense whith
it is proposed that this scheme chall in-
volve, and then saying you wil do it in
order to establish a comanon railway high-
way, o that A compamy, B company, -\
company, and- D company may travel
thousands of miles over this railway! 1
have endeavored to urge the view, bub
without the slightest success, that was not
railway usage or practice or possibility,
but ‘it is here all the same. I have mo
doubt’ that if my honorable friends had
appealed to the honest opinion of the
general manager of the G. T. R. himself,
he would have pointed out to them the
utter fallacy of such a suggestion as that,
the absolute and uttter impossibility of
any such plan being worked out. Just
look at it. What does it involve? It in-
volves that a train ehall leave the Inter-
colonial with its train hands, its locomo-
tive and its cars, and ehall start ¢ It
‘spends ite first day, what will it We?lt
has either to .ie at.some particular peint
over night, or get fresh men and fresh
locomotive.

“You have to have your locomotive look-
ed after and repaired, you have to have
men asleep and your engine cooled. and other
things attended to, or take your time and
stay on the road. In that case you have
to pay your board or e looked after in
that way. You would have to provide rest
houses for your men and engine houses
for your engines, Every company would
have its engine houses, and its Test houses,
every one of its trains would. have to lie
over after they had gone as far as they
could in a day, until it rested and was
ready to go on again the mext day. Would
that not be a very comfortable way of
conducting the railway business of the
country ?

y?

“You could mot do that, you say, that
would be absurd. Wel, what else would
you do? There would have to be some
authority “in ' charge, which would have
spare locomotives “ and’ spate’ men whom
you could utilize to look after and repair
them at every 120 or 140 miles along this
railway. :

“Even if it is only a few miles, the strug-
gle for advantage, the time taken up, the
controversies that arise, the suspicion that
existe will not be allayed, they cannot
be allayed, it is mnot in human .-nature.
Therefore I feel as though I am bound to
say ‘that it is perfect moonshine, it is mis-
leading the people of this. country to- try
to make them suppose that they are to
have a grand transcontinental highway at
their disposal to be wused in common in
the way thie bill declares and this con-
tract contemplates. 4

Put Commission in Chlrgo,j&yi')l.e. A

“‘One of thie bases on. which this' thing'

ig 1 being - pushed  forward mow with this:
prodigious haste will-bear no weight by
reason of ite' utyer> impractieability of
working - out in actual ‘railway practice.
The way to do this; as I%vé"sdd. ‘would
be, if you like, to put a - commission in
charge of the road:’ Then you might rest
" assurved that, with a-commission that have
no interest in either of ‘the ‘competing sys-
tems, ‘Do interest in the traffic, would have
the confidence of all the railways that’
‘might want to use the road. And the way
they would use it; and 'the only way they
could use it woilld be to bring their loaded
cars up to the poini of intersection and
hand them over to the commission to be
hauled over the road to the point of des-
tination. 3

“But when we are told that we can pick
up trains at this place or that and carry
them, if mecessary, with their own crews
on huhdreds or thousands of miles, we
are being led into a kind of hysterical
frenzy, it seems to me, to adopt ideas that
are opposed and absolutely impracticable,
and which show that a little thought and
a little time, and a little more thought and
a little more time and still a little more
thought and a little more time would not
have been wasted if devoted ‘to ‘the con-
sideration of this scheme.

“Now, for these réasons, I &m tmable to
understand -why; after we had adopted the
principle of government ownenship down
to that point, what are the reasons, what
are the cogent and convincing reasons why
we should divorce the principle of public
operation from the principle of, public
ownership and hand the road over to the
operation of a private company? There
is no reason to my mind which at all
ought to commend this idea to one’s reas-
onable judgment.

Strikes at Government Owne. ship. _

“Therefore I complain of that feature of
{he scheme. ' I think it is in this respect,
radically defective, and that. it cannot be
worked out successfully. I think it con-
tains defects which will impair the suc-
cessful working of the railway and which
will prevent rather than promote the suc-
cesaful working wout of financial gesults.
And it will strike a blow which 1 regret
to see struck by the government of this
country at the principle of government
ownership.

“0Of course this contract contains a very
great many clauses for the purpose of se-
curing this and aseuring that. But I have
yet to learn that you can frame clauses
which will meet the ingenuity of com-
pany officials or prevent a company which
may be operating the road from having
very much its own way in the premises.
And when you consider that railway in-
terést in this country has become so pow-
erful that, even within a few weeks of the
session of parliament they get a scheme
sprung upon the country involving many
millions, what reasonable hope have you,
what ground have you for expecting that.
in these minor things which affect only
the fey individuals doing business with
the road, you can enforce the clauses and
provisions which you have incorporated in
the contract in order to bind and hold
them? I think -we are building upon very
slight foundations and hope which my hon-
orable friend has expressed.

THE PRAIRIE SECTION.

R

Mr. Blair Sees a Curlous Condition of
Things Developed There

“Now, passing from what is called the
eastern section, I wish to make a few ob-
servations upon the questign of the prairie
section. A curious condifion of things is

=¥

ernmient construction and = ownership ' is
abandoned when you come to this portion
of ‘the line. Why ¢hould it be thrown
aside bere? 'I fail to understand, that is,
[ fail to reconcile it with ~any interest
which Canadian ‘people have in the mat-
ter or with amnything calculated to serve’
ihe welfare of the general public. If it
is simply because a railway company.de-
sires and prefers to open the road, the
prairie section, that we think it is proper,
on balancing the advantages and disadvan-
tages, that it-is better that a company
should own and operate, very well. 1 can
see the force of that. But these reasons
have mot yet been made apparent.

“If it is a sound principle to own your
road from Moncton to the prairies, to the
confines of that portion of the country
where you hoped the business will, “in
course of time develop: to a paying point,
why /'should you virtually give away, and
not only that, but also substantially aid
the line through this valuable and fertile
country? What are the compelling rea-
sons? I see none; none whatever. There
is no reason in the experience of the coun-
try which will justify the inference that
such-a road being owned by ‘the govern-
ment and operated by a commission could
fot be made as much a success so.far ‘as
the general interests of the country are
concerned as some others.

“It might not yield us large dividends;
because you might not develop the same
large amount of business. But the people
of the country—and it is the people whose
interests we are supposed to consider—
would be far better served, their rights
would certainly be better secured by con-
tinuing & policy of public ownership and
also carrying out the principle of public
operation when you come to the fertile
belt, that portion of the road which is
going to create traffic for you.

As to Need of Another Line Through North-
we:t Country.
“Now, on the wery threshold of this
question I make this inquiry of myself:
fs there mow or is there likely to'be in
the immediate future any need for our em-
barking in amother railway through the
northwestern country? Are we not actually
anticipating the requirements by a consid-
erable mumber of years? Now the idea,
if it is entertained, that the whole wes-
tern ‘country can be filled with railways,:
and that it will attract inpumerable mil-
lions of people ‘to fill it up at once is mot
well founded. Yet that is the idea that
seems to underlie this proposition. There
does not seem to be any impression that
you may be putting a railway into that
country long before the time when it need
be put there. Are you or are you aot’
doing that? :

“My hon. friends if they have mot in-
formation on that subject—and they can-
not have it—might well have enquired into
the matter. They might well appnise the
house as to what are the facts, and what
are our own mneeds. Who are the men who
are competent o speak who have advised
the government ithat another mailway
through that country morth of the Cana-
dian Northern is required at this time or
that it will be requiréd in the immediate

 future. I have no means of knowledge
‘myself upon that point, bt is it not a

natural query to raise?  How many’ trans-
continental railways do you ‘want to con-
struct fin’éne yedr? Opie has dlkéady been
sanctioned. Is there mo limit, or s that
limit only the mumber of demands made
upon us by influentialt eonporations? Is
that the limit? R . 3

“Niow that is not fh% proper limit, that
is not a legitimate limit, that is mot a
limit[ that 'this patliament should respond
or. oner moment!: The  quesjioni s
[ier inere is 'real' need for! anctlwer
road thirough' that fertile country. 'I“can
unfderstand’ that if it was thought desir-
able to construet another government rail-
way you might run it down between some
of these roads that are mow in existence
s0 a8 to have some effect upon their rates;
but o Tun another mailway morth thirty or
thirtyfive miles from ‘the first railway
will be to encroach on its territory, and
we ought to have evidence as to whether
such a condition of things exists in that
western country which renders it necessary
for us to rush with headlong haste to au-
thorize the comstruction at enommous cost
of two lines of railway through that coum-
try.

Should Be No Grant or Gyarantee.

“Now T want bo direct attention for a
moment to the question of .the location of
this new mailway. I have heard it paid
by people who iprofess to know whereof
they speak, that the G. T- P. have some
assurance or expectations that they are
going to be allowed to run south of .the
(Canadian Northern and through some of
these other roads that are already <con-
structed in that section. Well, if that be
true, and I cannot believe it is teue, I

that it is mot true, but if it is true then T
say unhesitatingly thai no milway com-
pany that comes to parliament and gets a
charter to construct another line between
them south of ‘the northern line and north
of the southerm line, ought to get one
dollar of money from the public exchequer
or one dollar of guarantee. I say it would
be an outrage upon the people of Canada.
“After that country is beginning ‘to be
peopled, after a. traffic exists in a rich
country like that if a company, gets a char-
ter and is allowed to go in and build a
railway 'with its own means and
on its own financial strength, not a farth-
ing should pass from ‘the treasury of this
country in aid of its construction. . If an-
other railway was comsidered o be needed
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think I find evidence, conclusive evidence, |'

developed here. The policy of even gov-‘

R PG

there, it is the government that should put
it there if they are going to spend any
money in reilway construction at all. Now
1 have reasons for thinking that that can-
not be 80, and T will tell you why. Ifind
this in the preamble:

« ‘{Whereas, by weason of the growth,
population and the rapid development in
the productiveness and trade of Canada,
and especially of 'the western part there-
of, and with a view ito the opening up of
‘new territory available for settlement,’

“Now you see lying at the very thresh-
hold of this whole measure is this solemn
declaration that the object for which these
enormous ' responsibilities are to be assum-
ed is to open up mew territory which i8
now umsettled. Then it must be beyond
the reach and scope of the present settle-
ments in that country, and df it is, then
the question fairly arises: I wanb to
know, you want to know, and the country
will want to know what is the extent of
country which’is severed by railroads and
-wheih is still unpeopled; what ds the ex-
tent of that country, what are its capabili-
ties in the way of attracting and retaining
settlers and how many yearsfiwill it be be-
fore there will be meed of their travelling

further north in order to find places for

settlement?

Vital Information Not to Hand.

“That is information that we have mot

got, and yet it is vital for a proper and
judicious consideration of this whole ques-
tion. Now, mot only idoes the preamble
of the bill contain language which T tzhmlx
is open to the interpretation that I give it,
but 'the, contract does,also. Let me read
some lines of it and I ask you if it does
not mean exactly what @ state:

“ “Wihereas, having regard to the growith-

of population and the rapid development
of the production and ‘trade.of Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories and to the
great avea of fertile and productive land
in all the provinces and ternitories as yet
without railway facilities.’

“Now that is clear. So we have got to
go outside the range of the country which
is supplied with railway service and wbere
will that takeus? I think thatis a simple
question easy of solution, it must take us
north of the Canadian Northern after you
get out of Manitoba, and perhaps before.
As I say when you Tun that road from
\Gilbert plains through to HBdmotton you
¢ut through, an unpeopled country, you
ave to go north of that'again, and where
are you as ito the meeds? ‘Where are you
as to the requirements ‘of a railway?
Where is the evidence of a need for anoth-
er mailway traversing that country as tihe
bill itself declares?

“Now ¢here are some reasons which ap-
pear to me that ought to influence this
government or any government wWhen a
%uedtion of this kind arises for solution.

ou have a great unpeopled country in
our western domain. Statesmanship re-
quired that ithe government should exer-
cise a guiding influence in the direction of
that settlemnt so that it may take place
in the best way for itself, that it may be
located in the best interests of 'the coun-
try and of the people who are to settle
there. In other wonrds, it is the business
of the government to see ‘that when people
go into that country they should mot be
encouraged to scatter in isolated settlements
far apart from each other. They ought to
'be brought ‘together as closely as condi-
tions ‘will 'warrant. Many reasons require
that they should not be scattered too far
apart. The social wonditions call for it,
the comforts of life demand it, municipal
organization and mumicipal government all
call for the same thing. The educational
advantages ‘of these people require im-
peratively that they should be settled as
closely together as convenient; and when
;they begin to spread out and fresh settlers
‘cbme‘in then further portions of the coun-
try can beé opened up.

“But to build two or three different rail-
ways at one time through an munsettled
country, and drop down thd people here
and there, ten, fifty or 100 miles apart and
continue that policy for a long period of
years ‘when they must remain for an in-

definite time ‘without the advantages of |

roads and schools and the ordinary con-
veniences of life,‘is to my mind a great
mistake mot omnly in the interest of that
country but in the interests of the set-
tlers themselves; it is to make a grave
and serious blunder which will greatly in-
jure the prospects of our 'western country.

Urges Government to Hesitate,

“Therefore when you are building anoth-
er road in the west in addition to the one
you are sanctioning this year, you are con-
txibuting to bring about these undesirable
results.’ And T 'say the government ghould
hesitate, if there was no other reason
they should pause before going fumt;"lmerf
they should be able to tell us what are thé
prospects, what are the reasons which have
induced them to ask us to legisiate in the
proposed direction and under the condi-
tions as they exist today.

“The idea is put forward, as one of the
great merits of this scheme, that it will
provide a common railway highway which
may be used by all the railway companies
that may desire to connect with this line
across the prairie. Tt is claimed that all
these other companies may send their
trains over. That, sir, can never e
worked out. There are good reasons why
the latter feature of this scheme involving
the leasing of this road to e private cor-
poration will defeat the possibility of this
road being utilized to any extent by any
other road doing business in the wes-
tern country.

" “The same reasons which would justify
the construction of this road by the gov-
ernment called for its operation by the
government ownership can accrue to the
pgdble. When I speak of government
‘@ nership I do not necessarily mean the

rporation of the road by the railway
Pdepartment. It does mot matter a jot

whether the road should be in the con-
trol of the government or some tribunal
which the government may create. It
must be operated by an independent tri-
bunal which has no interest in any other
railway that is competing for the traffic
may be carried over the line therefore I
say that when the government took the
responsibility of building this line it
should also take 'the responsibility of own-
ing and operating it. They should = not
have parted with it for a period of fifty
years. Their leasing of it for fifty years
is equivalent to the giving up its owner-
ship during that period. They ought to
own it and operate it and in this way
confer on the country the advantages,
whether great or small, which follow from
government ownership. The people conld
then enjoy those advantages which they
will not do now under the system adopted-

The Handing Over of the Line.

“After going to the enormous expense
of building 'the line, the government in-
tend handing it over to the G. T. P. rail-
way for fifty years. Thus during two gen-
erations this property will be out of their
hands. But they say ‘Oh, we have put
some very binding clauses in the contract,
we have tied them up hand and foot, we

‘in that western country which these two

have compelled them by agreements to do
this thing and the other. That does not
help the government in the least. 1 don’t
say that these restrictions will be of no
advantage at all but I say that there will
be no advantage from the construction of
the road after you once lease it, with the
losg incurred by your parting with its
control and .putting the road into the
other hands.

“The G. T. P. R. is mot in a position
to attract a great deal of business to this
road. If the tendencies were all, as my
honorable friend thinks they are or will
be, if the tendencies will be in favor of
this road securing transatlantic traffic
with equal advantage compared with any
water route, when the government lease
it to the G. T. P. railway they give it
into the absolute operating control of that
company- - £

“You cannot constitute any committee
of investigation able to watch those men
close enough to prevent their giving the
advantages to their owm company in
preference to any other.

“No ingenuity you can display will en-
able you to provide yourself with safe-
guards suflicient to prevent the G. A gt o
R. from giving the benefits and advan-
tages to themselves and withholding them
from others. The G. T. P. R. is its prac-
tical owner. Every man engaged on that
road will be in their employ, looking to
them for wages and promotion and amx-
ious to win the confidence and ‘the good
will of their employers. Every train dis-
patcher along this strip of 1,800 or 1,900
miles will be naturally inclined to favor
the company which pays him. It will be
the greatest importance to him to see that
no delay occurs in the dispatching of their
traing and the carriage of their traffic; he
knows that if he does that, his people will
appreciate his zeal and in their interest
because they are keen competitors with
all the otiher people who want to use this
railway line. What are the other rail-
ways that are going to use this great com-
mon railway highway? They will all be
competitors with the G. T. P- R., hauling
grain in competition with that road and
they will be sure to suspect that they have
not been given fair play. They will not
gend their business that way if they can.
Those people will suspect and they will
act upon their syspicions even though
these might not b well founded.

The Prairie Section Premature.

“The objections to the building of '‘the;
prairie section are these: WFirst it is
premature; it is ahead of time. I say'it
is premature because I have taken some
pains to ascertain the facts. My own
mind has been led to this conclusion by
the fact that I have taken some pains to
gather by conversations with people who
ought to know something about this sub-
ject and who are familiar with the wes-
tern country. The first fact which seems
to be evident is the fact that there is no
settlement north of the C. N. R. which
we have authorized to be constructed
during the present year.

“] have asked of a number of people
from that part of the country, what are
the capabilities of receiving settlers in the
country between the two railways, that is:
between the C. N. R. and the C. P. R-
How many people can go and find suitable
land, can. find desirable settlements with-
in that area before settlement begins to
‘overflow and spread about. The lowest’
estimates that have been given me by any
one individual to whom I have addressed,
the question has been 5,000,000 of people.
I do ot know whether that is right or
wrong. - I am giving it to the house frank-
ly just as it has been given to me. 1 have

asked the question and the reply given
to me is that five millions of people can
be comfortably located within an area

railways, the C. N. R. on the north and
the C. P. R. main line, can provide rail-
way facilities for. . .

“If ghat is mot true, I shoyld think it
would be capable of being very easily ans-
wered and the only ansyer is that 1 think
we ought to be capable of being informed:
authoritatively and officially just what the
capabilities of this section of the country
for settlement ave. If that statement is
anything like truth then is it unreason-
able to say that with room for five mil-
lions more today within the belt surely
there can be mo occasion for us to spend
fnore money in order to provide for set-
tlements much farther to the north at the
present time.

Not Needed for Settlers Yet _
At the rate of 100,000 a year as they are
now going in, how many years will it take
to settle that country? [Double that and
you have over twenty-five years before you
get your five millions of people in there.
I hope it may be doubled and 1 hope it
will still further increase beyond that, but
at all events, many years must elapse be-
fore you will be required, it appears to me,
from what 1 can gather ,to lay down any
more railways an that particular section
of the country for the accommodation of
the settlers nvho are going in. We have
been told that settlers are teeming into
this district. They may be teeming into

e

a part® of the country forty. fifty, sixty,
geventy or eighty miles way \rum‘t,hc 11\;1-
way, they may be teeming into mother
part of the country altoge We are
told that this country which iwas once the
home of the buffalo and wild iri.bv‘. s
'tmming with activity. If this activiti’ 1
in amother 'section of the monthwest 'un:I
not giving any evidence of its existence in
the particular section of the countr

through which this railway is to run w[}\l,
build the railway now? Why ot . g

unitil the occasion arises. : iy

“It appears to me that our duty is plain
now. Why are we rushfng into this thing
with such .s»peed as if our very life depen([z
e(‘i upon it, as if the very existence of
.(,«anada. depended upon it? I want to ask
is there any dark cloud overshadowing us
“hbwt the ratification of this contract has to
be made immediately? 1f there is I do not
know it. Is it- through a well grounded
fear that the G. 1. R. Company cannot al-
low us two or three years hence to build
and make ‘them a present of this line:
that they will not accept it? Is there an;'
well grounded justification for that fear?
I think not. T think we will find them in
Just as receptive a frame of mind two or
three years hence as that in twhich they
are today, .

“Is there any congestion away up in this
country which requires a railway to be
bml‘tv? Is it through any depression in
'busmess?_ We hear about the employment
of the toiling thousands in the WOI‘k~Sh0pS
and fields of Canada. They are happily
mow all employed but is that a reason why
we should stant now to build another rail-
way? (@ think not. It is not a cogent
reasom. I do not hear that laborers are
seeking employment in vain nor do I lear
that there is any depression in the manu-
facturing industries of the country. I
could understand that i#f the conditions
were entirely different it might be desir-
able for the government to undertake a
work a little in advance of the time that
it was yrequired to relieve if possible such
a .(lupz'éssed condition in order that people
might be occupied, but I never heard yet
of a government deeling that they were in
duty bound, when everything is booming,
when things are prosperous and when men
are employed, swhen wages are high and
when ' conditions are as favorable as they
ever have been or can be, to expend a leu\gé
amount’ of money for such a purpose as
this.  Why mot ‘wait and ‘be sure.

Can Wait Two or Three Years.

“If this is a wise policy it will be wise
tiwo or three years hence, if it is a defen-
sible policy it will be equally defensible in
future. (Then, it may be that one of these
cyclones which come about in all countries
will appear when business will become less
active, when depressed comditions will oc-
cur, when the public exchequer may well
be opened and when this great work may
be undertaken for the punpose 1 suggested
a moment ago of helping to uue over the
period of bad times until better times
should appear.

“But I am ¢old by one of the leading
organs of public opinion in this country
-which seems to ibe most extremely anxious
to see this project go through that we must
build this road now or never. Now what
are ithe conditions wihich exist now which
may not exist five, ten or fifteen years
hence? Then it says further that it mat-
ters not how fwe have drifted or been
drawn into it twe are face to face with a
grave crisis.

“At the time that the announcement
was made by this lgading organ this state-
ment appeared. I thought it was striking,
and I took it to ponder over, and 1 have
pondered over'it. It matters mot how we
have drifted. Tf we had drifted we would
not have moved with such celerity. We
have more than drifted. We have drawn
into it.

“This editorial article says that we are
face to face with a grave crisis and there
fore :this railway should be bailt. It must
be built from the east to the west, from
ocean to ocean and even if $150,000,000
has to be expended upon it, becausc we are
face to face with a grave crisis. I would
like some one to tell me where or what
the crisis is. 'Where is it located? Surely,
if there is a crisis 'we would all like to
know about it. If it is,a tangible thing
we would like to ‘fee] it. Let somebody
wiho does know locate at.

As to a Crisis.

“If somebody has it in his pocket let
him produce it. But, sir, we have been
left in bliesful ignoranee down to this very
moment that we were in the midst of any

_crisis- Somebody did try. to make a little

political ‘crisis out of recent changes m
the department of railways and canals but
that is a very small thing: < This one we
are speaking of is a grave crisis, it is a
grave crisis that we are called on to «fz'l(te
dnd- because it s a grave crisis
we must build this _early. I
do wonder, sir, that such strained advo-
cacy as this khould find impression in one
of the leading organs of the opinion of
this country and that it ever should_hc
considered as carrying any weight or im-
pressing people successfully into the sup-
port of this project.

“T think. sir, that the crisis ought to
be disclosed. If there is a crisis we should
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