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The anntal report of the peniten-

Our Penitentiadies. 400 ieg of the Dominion, ffitis

not very.cheerful reading, may at least present mat-
ter for profitable refledtion. 'We are not able to con-
gratulate ourselves that the convié population of
Canada is diminishing. 'On the contrary it seems
to be keeping pace pretty nearly with the increase
in the country's population, The tétal number of
conviéts in the penitentiaries of Canada, at the close
f the last fiscal year, was 1382 as compared with

1161 at the close of the previous year—an increase

of 21. Fifty-six pardons were granted and there
were sixteen deaths, of which two were suicides, In
respect to age 131 of the conviéts are under 20 years
of age ; 637 between 20 and 30; 339 from 3o to 40;
68 from 40 to 50 ; 85 from 5o to 6o, and 22 over 60.

As to duration of sentences 330, were in for 2
years; a8l for § years ; 122 for 4 years; 371 for §
vears ; 26 for 6 years; 10§ for 7 years; 15 for 8
vears ; 34 for 10 years ; 21 for 12 years; 34 for 14
years ; 26 for 15 years ; 18 for 20 years; 57 for life
and the balance for varying terms,

With regard to racial divisions, civil condition
and social habits the following statistics are given :

White, 1,487 ; colored, 55 ; Indian, 23 ; Halfbreed,

Mongolian, 10,

Single, 893 ; married, 482 ; widowed, 7.

Abstainers, 124 temperate, 783 ; Iintemperate,

lducatien does not seem to have had a very
strong infl in keeping people out of the peni-
tentiary, for, of the total 1,382 in confinement at the
end of the fiscal year 1,008 were able to read and
write ; 141 could read only, and 233 could not read,

Ay to origin 1,194 were British and of these 957
were Canadinns ; foreigners footed up 188, of whom
113 were natives of the United States, 11 Cermans
and 10 Chinese, i

The following table showing the relitive propor-
tion of conviéts to demominational population is
based upon the returns of the last census : e

No of Percent No. to each

con- o 10,000 of

vidts.  popul'n, popul'n,
Church of Bogland - 292 2.1 4.56
Roman Catholle - ng 474 Ja8
Haptists . . 57 2.66
Lutheran - » . 16 [ 4.66
Methodists » - AW :“5 442
I'resbytetians « 120 ¥ 1.6

I'he Presbyterians are to be congratulated that so
sl o fradtion of the eriminal population of the
contitry comes from the communities where thelr
Influence prevails. The net expenditure upon the

penitentiaries for the year Is §311.825, making about’

$214 per donvidk, i
R |

5 At'1,150'clock on Tuesday morn-

“diog o Wat (g, the Confarence Committes
of the two branches of the Amerioan Congress
renched an in_ referencs to the Cuban
resolutions, and after belng adopted by the Senate
and the House of

day :

{0 the President, As finally adopted the resolutions
read as follows | [

Henslved, hy the senste and the house of represente-
lves of the United States In nssombled

Viret, that the people of the of Cubs are, snd of
T ought to b, free snd independent.

tecond, thiat it s the duty of the United Btates to de-
mand, and_the goversment of the United
hercly deninnd that the government of Spain t
"inquish its suthority and government in
o Cuba and withdraw ite 16nd and naval foroes from
Culm and Cuban we : o

Third, that # } ;
borehy (s, dire
d naval

i
i

£
i

ST. JOHN, N. B, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 1898.

active service of the United States the militia'of the sev-
eral states to such an extenit as thay be necessdry to carry
thiese resolutions into effect.

Fourth, that the United States hereby disclaims any
disposition or intention to exercise sovereignty, jurisdic-
tion or control over said island except for the pacification
thereof, and asserts its determination when that is
actomplished to leave the government and control of the
island to its people.

About noon on Wedsesday Congress was notified
that the resolutions had been signed by the Presi-
dent. The announcement was received in the House
with great applause. A copy of the resolutions,
with the President's ultimatum to Spain, was sent
about the same time to Semor Polo de Barpabe,
Spanish Minister at Washington. Semor Polo de
Barnabe immediately replied in a brief note,acknow-
ledging the receipt of the President's com i
tion and ting his passports, These were duly
forwarded and the same everiing the Spanish Minis-
ter with his family and suite left Washington for
Toronto, by way of Buffalo and Niagara. The same
day President McKinley cabled to the American Min-
ister at Madrid his ultimatum to the Spanish Gov-
ernment, in accordance with the action of Congress
‘and requiring an answer from Spain by midnight
of S8aturday. The Spanish Government, however,
having been apprised by Senor Polo of the action of
the United States, did not wait to receive President
MeKinley's ultimatum, but at once informed Min-
ister Woodford that diplomatic relations between
the two countries were termfinated and sent him his
passports, In this way a state of war was reached
without a formal declaration,

" oo
The War What effect will the war between
A the United States and Spain,

have on the commercial interests

Canadian loteress. o0 Cqnada? This is a question
which,very naturaily,is being quite eagerly discuss.
ed by our merchants and others more or less direétly
interes 1t is a question not easy to answer
definitely. While war was merely a probability it
was,of course, embarragsing to trade, since it created
uncertainty, The war, if it came, would rerder
certaln lines of business unprofitable, while it would
apen up opportunities along other lines, The effect
was to hold enterprise and capital in suspense until
the question, whether or not there was to be war,
should be determined, But now that it is settied
that the United States is to engage in a war which
will tax her resources to a very considerable degree,
commercial conditions are thereby aliered, There
will be & very large expenditure of capital in pro-
moting war, New business will be created. 1In.
dustry in many departments will be stimulated, and,
with 8 good harvest, there may probably be some-
thing of a boom in business during the present
year, As the prospedt of war has injured Canddian
trade, so on the other hand, this country will
share to some oxtent in any sfmulation of
business which the war may effedt. Then,
it {s probably that, if the war be prolonged,
the abipping interests of Canada will benefit more
or less by the changed conditions which will resuit.
The fAshing business of the United States may have
to be carried on largely under the British flag, and
the dificulties under which American vessels will
engage in the consting trade may also favor the
hipping interests of Canada, 1f Bpain can effect a
blockade of United States ports, ocean trade would,
to & considerable extent, be diverted to Canadian
ports, but it is guite improbable that Bpain can
egtablish uycﬂ&n blockade of the Atlantic ports
0[&. United Btates, Whatever impulse the war

w:\w &mdu« in the United States or in

ger «° Vigitor.
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the ‘war shall be over, -The result of the war will bl

. to destroy an immense . amount of property, | fo say

nothing  of the lives sacrificed, and to-add to the
taxation of the nations engaging in it. . The United:
States, if viCorious, can hardly hope to make Spait’
pay for all ‘the cost of the war, Trae, the United'
States will probably have Cuba if it so desires, Bit’
that, in the opinion of most men of sober judgment,
would be an acquisition of very doubtful value,

s

The Freach Lag- However praiseworthy may have
been the spirit of generosityto

guage in Canada. ward a conquered peqple ‘Which
prmnpki‘l Great Britain to “recognize French, co-
ordinately with English, as an official language in
the parliament and the courts of Lower Canada,’
there can be mo dispute that, considered in the
interests of a strong and united nationality, that
recognition of the French language was a serious
blunder. There ismo Briton worthy of the name
who does not sympathize with the French colonists
of Canada in their love of their motherland, its his-
tory, its traditions, its literature ; there is none who
would interfere arbitrarily to prevent thenr perpetu-
ating the use of their own mother tongue in their
homes, -their churches and in the transaction of
business. But the recognition of French as am
official language was a doubtful kindness to thie
French people of Canada and a great mistake con-
sidered in the interests of political and social unity.
With English as the only official language, the
French colonists would have come quickly to recog-
nize that, in fa& as in name, Canada was British,
and, to their own advantage as well as the country's,
they wotild have abandoned the vain hope of build-
ing up a French nationality in North America. The
English language would have become, to a vastly
greater degree than it is now, the language of the
marts, the schools and the homes. The mental life
of the people would have been nourished on Eng-
lish literature, the newspapers would have been
English and generally the people would have come
under the influénce of British ideals and examples
in a far larger degree than has been the case in fadk,
The perpetuation of French as an official language
in Canada has tended to build up two peoples, foreign
to each other not only in race and religion, but in
language, in literature, in national traditions and
aspirations, The country has therefore lacked an
element of strength which it would possess if its
people were blended into one homogeneous nation-
ality with one language, one literature, one heart,
one purpose; The French people of Quebec provines,
still cling very tenaciously to thelr language and
their national traditions. Alluding to the abolition
of the French as an official language in Louisiana,
the 'Signal,’ a French paper of Montreal, draws
from ft the lesson that this should be an incitement
to French Canadians to be more and more attached
to the speech of their st “ In Canada,’’ the
‘ Bignal’ says, ** our position is strong,our entrench.
ments are unassailable, and the beautiful language.
of France will always be one of the two lan .
intheland, . . lLet us speak French ll';’l and
everywhere, and above all,let us speak good French;
Jet us encourage and help one another; Jet us not
give up a single inch of ground to owr
who l!Pl'My ave more than we have, and nre
monopolizers be' nature and temperament | Jet us
be firm and make ourselves respected,’ :

ra

-ly‘ a0 inadvertence two selected articles ‘whhtlrl

‘pear on our second page are not credited to thelr 9

tources, . The article on * The War in Cubs,'.
from Exanidn . or, MMW




