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Man,
The buman mind, that lofty thing !
The palece and the throne
Where reason sits & sceptered king

And breathes its judgment, tone !

Yot, who with silent steps can trace

The borders of that haunted place,
Nor in his weakness own

That mystery and marvel bind

That lofty thing—the human miod ?

Tho human heart, fat restless thing—

The tempted and the tried ;
The joyous and the suffering—
The source of pain and pride,
The seat of love—the lair of hate ;
Belf stung, self-defled ;
Auod yet we hail thee as thou art,

Thou restless thing—the human hestt !

_suppose I must keep them.”
" back ; so takihg the parcel, he af once

-~ -woman's gitriosity and love for jewelry,

" they were put away. y

.-of the-diamonds were yet uncut. One

* dismend necklet in his hand, for my ad-

-he--left for-town,

Poor Condition
Best copy availabfe

The human soul—that startling thing, i
Mysterious and sublime ! “
Tt e angel slceping on the wing,
Worn by the ecoff of time ;
The beautifal - the veiled—the bound ;
The earth—enthralled, the glory-crawned ;
The smitten in its prime ;
From heaven, in tears, to earth it stole,
That startliog thing—the hnman s~ul!

And such is man ! Ob, ask of him,
The erring, but forgiven,

1f o'er His vison, drear and dim,
The wrecks of time ave driven ?

It pride or passion, in their power,

Can stem the tide or turn the hour,
Or stand in place of heaven ?

He bends the brow, hé bows the knee,

Creator, God, to none but Thee.

THE ETCHIN DIAMONDS.

Arthur Stangate, attorney-at-law, was
my brother. He had sucoeeded to my
father’s business, and no name was
more esteemed and trusted in all Ran-
nington, &nd it was a rich and import-
ant place. My brother's offices were in
the town, two miles distant, but he did
simost as much 'businéss among the
gentry at'his own private house,

Most of the great folks employed him;
but his best.client was Sir Etchin Eck
ford, a_ei-devant Todian judge, very
wealthy, and the possessor of some rare
and costly jewels, known in this coun-
try as the Etchin diamonds. Their
name even makes me shudder now.

One evening, as Arthur was preparing
to return to his office, where importan®
business would detain him all night
Sir Etehin’s groom left a_paroel, with «
note, The latter stated that the forme:
contained the famous Etchin dismonds
which their owner thought safest to en
trust to Arthur's pcare, as he had beep
unexpectedly called to London,

“1 don't vere what deeds they leave
with me,” said my brother; ‘‘but 1
don't like such trusts as these, Still, I

Of course he could not send them

proceeded to his study to lock it in the
iron safe.. I'went with him, and with

besought & peep.at the gems before

Arthur, the best brother in the world,
instantly removed the paper cover

discoyering,a square morococo box, brass |

bound, with the key tied to the bundle,
Opening it, he showed me the gemes.
They were indeed, magnificent, set in
the massive Indian fashion, while many

by -ene, bracelets, bangles, necklets,
Arthar lifted, and flashed in the lamp-
light before my daxsled vision.

He was holding & superb emerald and

, when happening to raise my
eyes,a ery of alarm burst from my lips,
“ What is it, Nell ?” asked Arthur,

“The man!” I replied. *‘Bee, the
window is ancurtained, and I am sure I
saw & man looking in from the tree ont-
side‘" ‘

“‘ Nonsense !" eried Arthur.
" Nevertheless, he flung up the window,
called, mnd gazed in every direction.
There was nothing—not a sigh, not a
sound ; dnd assured as I was that I had
been mistaken, he fastened the latch,
and dropped the ourtain,

Ae, however, he was abont to put
away the digsonds, I said, ‘* Arthur,
would it not be better to place them in
the safe in your bedroom ?"'

He agreed in the advisability, and
locked them up ; then, having cautioned
me to seewell to the honse-fastenings,
and asked again if. I was not really
frightened to remain alone all night with
only the servants—Jane and Jenkins,
i saw everything se-
cure and went to bed early, locking
Arthur’s bedroom, and taking the ksy

It was long before I slept. When I

did, I was almost immediately aroused

by-a_slight sound at my door, I asked
who was there, Jane's voice answered
in & cautious whisper. Seeing
thing was wrong, rising, I admitted her.
No sooner had she entered than, q ly
closing the door, she fastened it ex-
claimed, in accents of terror: 4

“Oh, miss ! what shall we do ?/ For
mercy’s sake make no. noise—don’f/get a

| passage they'll murder you.”

iand it will take them long to discover

'houle,v and I'm sure Jenkins is their

accomplice,”

“Burglars!” I ecried. Then the
thought of the face flashed across me,
““ Gracious powers !” I exclaiméd; “‘they
are after the Etehin diamonds 1"

Ieawitall, The groom's errand had

been divined; my brother’s absence was
known, and, by Jenkins’ treacherous
aid, the place was being attacked. I
dropped stunned on the bed. Then I
started up.
| At any cost—even life—the diamonds
intrusted to Arthur wmust be)] saved.
Hurriedly I dressed, and while doing
80, heard the soft sound of persons mov-
ing in the house,
. “Jane,” 1 said, having explained all
to the faithful girl, “I must get*Bir
Etchin’s diamonds,”

“How, miss? If you go into the |

“True; therefore I must get out by
the window. They will not hear me,
for they believe the box is in the study,

their mistake.” Opening the window, I
got out on the veranda, How fearfully
it sloped! Counld I do it? Yes, by |
pressing my feet against the gutter. |
Slowly I went, fout by foot, until I
reached Arthur's window. My heart
leaped as I found it unfastened. Quick-
ly I entered, opened and relocked the
iron safe, and with the diamonds, more
slowly and with greater difficulty, re-
turned.
Reaching my own room I did not en-
ter ; for what could twe helpless women
do against strong, evil mem, bent on
plunder? Indeed, I ordered Jane to
tear a sheet into threads, having attach-
ed which to the box, I bade Ler lower
it to me, after I had descended by the
trellis.
Bhe did as I directed, then joining
me, we carried the box between us as
we ran from the housz,
We had not gone a dozen yardd be
fore the dread of pursuit and having' the
diamonds wrested from us possessed
me.
“Jane,” I paid, ** this will never do.
Let us make for the hoHow oak. We
can put the box in that ; they’ll never
find it before help comes.”
Hastening’in the direction together,
we mansged to mise the box high
enough to reach the hole, and I toppled
itin, Tt fell witha heavy thud ;I knew
it was safe, I then told Jane to run to
Hawthorne's, the nearest house, arousc
the people, and bring some of the male
servants back, She wanted me tv go
with her, but T dared not leave the
neighborhood of the tree, lest any mis-
erable chance should ocour of the barg-
lars finding the treasure, Crouching
among the bushes some yards off, I bade
the girl hasten.
| Scarcely had she gone than a noise in
the house attracted my attention. My
flight with the jewels was discovered.
My heart stood still, and the blood in
every vein turned cold. With Jenkins
there were three of them. Through the
darkness I could seeé that they were
ting and bing the bushes. They
had guessed we counld not carry the box
far, and evidently were in hopes of find-
ing it before help came, i
Twice, thrice, they approached so |
near to where I was that my hair stood
on end. The fourth time it was Jen-
kins himself—I kuew him, despite his
crape-mask—that drew aside the branch-

fever that awful night occasioned.

and said :

lgins brought a few threads of silver to
your hair, but ”"—and he held np a mag-
nificent bracelet—** they have put gold
on ‘your wrists. The baronet asks yon
to accept this for your bravery in pre-
serving the Etchin diamonds.”

» A formal call is long if it lasts over

had a painfnl sense of smothering or |
suffocation which paralyzed my brain
and deadened all power of volition, I
could not speak for-the life of me,
neither was I able to offer the slightest | ;
resistance to my would-be d

went and came at fitfnl intervals, and I {

details of ad exciting scene in the house
at the Zoological garden occupied by 1880
the dozen huge boa constrictors recently | '™ . |

* A Battle of Boa Constrictors. l
The Cincinnati Commercial gives the

mported from South America. One of |

When I came to, I was in my own
room, Arthur was near me, sand the
first words he said were :

“ My bruve Nellie! You have saved
the Etchin diamonds. The help Jane
brought arrived just when the ruffians
flang you into the lake ; but they areall
captured !”

It was a considerable time before I
thoroughly recovered from the nervous

One day Arthur came to me smiling

““See, darling!” he said, ‘‘those vil-

e __ _ ]
Good Advice and Good Manners.
Much jewelry is vulgar. |
Do not smack while eating. |
Do not cut your nails in publie. |
Do not run after famous people. i
Do not breathe hard while eating,
Feeing waiters is paying blackmuil, ‘
Serve vegetables on separate plates.
Cheese should be eaten with a fork, |
Unsweetened coffee oures bad breath, |
A pan’s dress should qot be remarka-
ble. /
Do not give mere friends costly pres-
ents.
Short nails make the finger-tips grow
broad.
In going up and down stairs precede
the lady. : |
Girls who part their bair on the side |
look fast. |

half an hour.
Never take bits out of your mouth
with your hand, »
There is too much promiscuous kiss-
ing in this country.

A young ladv should never stretch
her feet out in company. *

Some men unpleasantly comb their
mustaches at the table. \

A pink ribbon under the chin makes
a pale woman look brighteyr. :
" Always take tho last piece of unything
—there is supposed fo be more.

The lady of the house should receive
guests at a formal reception.

Never pull your wateh out in com-
pany unless you are familiar with the

people.

If it is necessary to use the handker-
chief sonorously, leave the. room
quietly.

Introduce the gentleman to the lady,
unless the - gentl is iderably
the elder. 5

An engagement of marriage is little
less sacred than a marriage with cere-
mony.

If ycu meet & gentleman friend with a
strange lady on his arm, riise your hat
to both..

Do notcall 2 man a liar unless yon
have a lnmp in your throat and aie sare
he is a liar,

Men who eat what they want are ue-
ually more healthy than those who are
always dieting.

es and discovered me, {
With a ory I endeavored to fly, but
the burglars instantly  secured me,
Hardly can I desoribe the scene that |
followed. It makes my flesh now creep |
with terror, Thay looked around for |

oaths and threats bade me say where it
was, My only reply was to shriek aloud,
until they checked me by blows, and
finally by placing & revolver at my head.
T implored meércy ; but I remained firm.
I felt my senses leaving me ; they, too,
saw i, and by twisting my arms to
create exquisite torture, aroused me,
At Iast one exclaimed : 4

“It won't do to fire. It'll bring
others upon us. Gag her and take her
along to the lake "

To the lake ! What were they going
ttogo? Drownme? My brain swam ;
but I resolved to remain firm, and save

ory out,
horrible
then !

%mmmuumm
tellf; but @ 4 {erful noige sound-
ed in my ears. I felt the—water was
rolling over me, and I was conscious no
more, {

The immersion caused the most curi-
ous sensation I ever felt in all my life

light, Burglars are breaking in|
. |

p the

before I became unconscious, My breath

)

the box, and not finding it, with awful |

You need not call an newly-married
people unless you are invited to the
wedding or reception.—Jay Charlton,

Words of Wisdom, i
They only have lived-long who have
lived virtuously.
_Grreat power of acquisition is common
to millionaires and bogs,
The hatred of those most nearly re-
lated is the most inveterafe.

Castles are proud things, but ’sis
safest to be outside of them,

Happy is the man who has neighbors |
willing to forgive his mistakes.

Appear to be better than what you
are, and aim to be what you appear to
be.

Rejoicing and congratulation should
not be at our birth, but at our death, for
the good we may have done.

We have not far to go to find death !
but unless wa are looking for him, we
shall not know him when we find him.

There'is an emanation from the heart
in gemuine hospitality, which cannot be,
described, but is immediately felt, and
puts the stranger at once at his ease,

He who learns and makes 1o use of
his learning is a beast of burden, with a
load of books. Comprehendeth the ass
whether he carries on his back a library
or a bandle of fagotet

the snak
tree that was oscupied by another, At |ported last year 126,000,000 yards, while
this the one with a pre-empted claim to the amount in 1871 was but 18,000,000,
the resting-place seemed to take serious
offense, for it snddenly, having taken |
two or three tight coils around the limb, | son is the largest ever gathered, and
arched its neck, and with'lightning-like 1 preparations have been made to eure a |
flashings of its tongue shot forth its | million potinds of raisins. |
head and buried ome of its fangs in the

skin of the other at about its middle. |
The bitten boa, instead of striking back |

| immedjately, let go hishold cn the limb,
and dropped off, its entire length of
nine feet hanging down, partly in the
air and partly on the floor,
thus by the fangs of the attacking boa,
that remained canght in the loop of the
skin,
sition of pain.
l pulled out taut by the weight that it
| could not shake off, and its jaws were
wrenched wide apart,
either lacked the in{t{nct to release itself

{life may be made comfortable, if not |

‘bnilding in 1639 down to the present

| tory of the place to the Herald corre-

had crept up the branch of a |

|

It was held

This placed both snakes in a po-
The biter’s neck was

Tt seemed that it

of its eoils on the limb, or was prevented

from #o doing by the strain. The other |
snake, evidenfly saffering from the |
wounds and_the strain on its skin, was |
writhing in pein, with its tail on the |
floor and its body and neck squirming |
in the air. Ocecasionally it would raise |
its head as if to strike the other in the
neck; but was not observed to do so.
At last one of the attendants opened the \
door, and with a stick raised up the |
lower spake in such a way that it nman- |
aged to wriggle off, The other nulka!
then dropped to the floor. 1t appeared |
to be suffering greatly, and there was |
fear that it might die. The bitten enake

did not seem to snffer mnch.

e ———
|
|

Yillage Improvement.

The improvement of villages Lins been
attracting increased attention recently
and itis begimning to be conceded that
luxurious, in a well-kept country town. |
Associations for p ting' the various |
means by which the village can be made |
more attractive and more healthful have
done much in some plaees, especially in
New. England; and in Westclester
county, New York, at a recent meeting
of the Bedford farmers’ club, Hon.
John Jay read an elaborate paper pro-
posing the formation of such societies
for the villages in which the members
of the club were, interested—Bedford,
Mount Kisco and Katonah, For the
village of Stockbridge, Mass., a similar
society, known as the Laurel hill asso-
ciation, hss -effected great improve-
ments, ‘converting it into a most attrac-
tive place of residence, and Mr, Jay, in
the course of his paper, instanced this
to show “what may be done. He sug-
gested that the objects which should
claim attention were the planting of
trees along the streets, the oversight of
sanitary conditions, the encouragement
of tasteful surronndings to every dwell-
ing, drainage, ete., ete. Committees
were appointed to act upon the sugges-
tion and promote the formation of the
village associations, —- Philadelphia
Times.

The Oldest House in America. |

- Speaking of the Horton mansion at
?gnthold, Long Island, the New York

erald says: The house is the oldest
in America, and from the date of its

day, has been in constant occupation, |
and until within five years was the |

town. '

In the year 1639 a colony of thirteen
P from England landed in the
harbor, among whom~ was Barnebas
Horton, the builder of the house, Cap-
tain Wells, one of the oldest inhabitants
of the town, whose memory runs back
over seventy-eight years, detailed the his-

spondent. A portion of the house was
used for the court of sessions in the east
riding of Yorkshire,and the judge’s bench
remained in the house fill within a few
years, The house, as it at present
stands, consists of three parts, the old-
est built in 1639, the next in 1665, and a
wing finished in 1835. The older por-
tion isa small hut, thirty-one by twenty-
four feet, with six rooms on the ground
floor, and an attie. A large, sloping
chimney, nine feet square, was built on
the ontside.
R

The following actually occurred in a
grammar  school in this city lately :
Bubject under discussion, Joan of Are,
Schoolmaster—** Now, Miss Jones, what
was'Joan of Are maid of ?” Miss Jones

Gentle feelings produce profoundly
beneflcial effects upon stern natures. It
is the spring rain which melts the ice-

‘hesitated in answering. * Mias Jones,
did you hear my question ? ‘What was
Joan of Ave maid of{” Miss Jones—

covering of the earth, and causes it to
open to the beams of Igum.

A

“Maid of—dust, sir."—Boston Tran-

present year promises to greatly exceed

homnestead of the Horton family, de-|
soendants of the original settler of the |

TIMELY TOPICS,

An internationsl exhibition is to be

I held at Buenos Ayres, South Ameries,

Of cotton cloth the United States ex- .

The California grape crop this sea-

Emigration to the United States the |

that of any year since 1863. At the

present rate it will exéeed that of last
year by 40,000;it was them 60,000, l
They
and Germany, prineipally. |

are coming from England, Treland f

Oune thounsand six hundred and ninety-

one persons emigrated from Bwitzer- |

land last year for countries beyond the |

sens ; 1,027 of them went to North,

ninety-one to Central, and 244 to SBonth |

s

Progress.
They who walk upon the upland
Must expect to feel the breeze,
All the warring winds of nature,
Suns that melt, and snows that fredze.

But how great the compensation
In the fairer, broader view ;

In the clearer air surrounding,
In the wide expanse of blue.

There is little worth the doing
That is very easy done ;

Wealth that comes without the wooing
I of little worth when won.

And the mind makes progress slowly
In a lazy neighborhood,

Where the intellect is deadened
For the want of proper food.

Btriking steel with wand of feathers
Never brings the glowing sparks ;
And the spirit’s growth and progress

Ever bears conflicting marks.

(ain is woun by swift pursuing :
Many aim that never fire ;
It is rising, living, doing,
That will bring the heart's desire.
. —Clara B, Heath.

Items of lInterest,
A wide spread evil—A big umbstlla

America, and 117 to Australia, Genevi | jn a crowd.

and four other cantons, however, have |
farnished no returns. |
A Spa{inu paper states that from the
beginning of the Cuban insurrection up
to the month of January last 133,556
Spanish soldiers died in the hospitals
from wounds or disease, and 12,500 on
the fields of battle ; 37,726. were dis-

A hen is not joking when she is in

| "er-nest—Not mach.

The Western Whangdoodle, Tough
Citizen, Saooth Coon, Sunday Loafer
and Baby Mine are the names of papers
published in Kentucky.

The Chinese have a law that any mili-
tary officer making his house » place ot

charged, and abont 100,000 insurgents gambling shall be cashiered and forever
were either killed in battle or shot after | debarred from holding public cffice,

being made prisoners.

The Chinese population of San F ran-
cisco has been lately reported as 32,000,
inoludtg 7,000 servants, Of cigar
makers there are 5,000, of tailors, 3,000 ;

| of boot and shoemakers, 2,800 ; lamn-

drymen, 1,500 ; merchants and pro-
fessional men, 1,000 ; professional gam-
blers, 1,400 ; peddlers, 2,500 ; while the
rest are fishermen, laborers and miscel-
laneous. There are 2,000 women.

James Miller started from Obio with
his family for the far West, traveling in
an emigrant wagon drawn by two horses.
I[n Missonri oneof the horses died, and
he stole another to replaceit, He was
arrested, convicted and sentenced {o
eight yeara’ imprisonment. Lately his
term expired, and he resumed his jour-
ney, his family having lived in the
neighborhood of the prison while wait-
ing for him to be released.

An Italian exhibited a big perform-
ing bear in the streets of Weldon, N
C., and got so many pennies that he
was tempted to get drank. The bear
had been sgcurely muzzled, but the
showman; -miade daring by drink, re-
moved that safegnard. The beast in-
stantly flew at him and threw him down.
He shouted for help, but the spectators
thought it was all in the show, and did
not interfere until he was killed,

There is a prospect that America will
presently once more behold a prince.
The second son of the crown prince of
Germany is about to start on a voyage

| around the world on board a German
| corvette. Prince Henry holds the rank
{of a lientenant in the navy, but his

father\has specially commanded that he
shall bé treated like an ordinary eadet.
His only privilege is that of having his
own apartments, which have been newly
but simply furnished.

The ship Alice Davies has
the Mersey from the coast of
reports the death of ome of her
Welshman, named William Jones)Ow-
ens, under very shosking eircumsi
Owens, with' four others of the
went to bathe as the ship lay at
at Probolingo. They bad uot been ih
the water many minutes when Owens,\
who was' the farthest from the vessel,
uttered a piercing shviek. It was then
seen that he had been attacked by a
shark, which, with one bife, had com-
pletely disemboweled him. The mate
being on deck and hearing the ery,
threw a rope to the unfortunate man,
who grasped it.

but becoming exhausted he loosened his
hold of the rope and sank immediately.
The shark, which was following Owens,
disappeared below to flinish its work,
Owens was only twenty-two years old,
and belonged to Bangor, North Wales,
Owing to there being fifiny sharks in
the river, the men had been

warned against bathing in it.  The
shark appeared to be abount fifteen feet
long, though many of them measure
K ~feet. - The -other -four-meh-|

in the river are ground sharks, and
scarcely ever come $o the surface of the

script,

water except when disturbed.

The editor wrote *‘‘somebody needs

| hanging,” and it came down on the

|
|

|

He was then hauled toward the ship, | |

ovér thirty
got ¥afely back to the ship. The sharks | o

proof-sheet, ‘‘somebody needs hug-
ging.” The printer was thinking about
his girl.

‘“When a man's chin whiskers turn
gray before the hair on his head does,

it shows which pcrtjof him has done the
most work,” “ob ok a philosophical
exchange. <

‘|
The remains of a |‘nhutoric village
on piles have been discovered in the
Barmsee (a small lake in the Bavarian
mountains), much like the Swiss lake
dwellers’ habitations, -

A writer in Land and Water tells.
how an exasperating donkey was kept
from-braying by a weight appended to
his tail, for it seems that a donkey
always must lift that appendage when
braying. !

It is said that the roots of the red-
clover plant will reach a depth in the
earth of nearly five f J‘(l‘nt those’ of
Indian corn will”déscend’ seven feef,
those of onions three feet, those of
lucerne fifteen feet, and of rye, beavs
and garden peas seven feet,

THE BAKER,
I'm a weli-to-do sort of a Joafer,
Though day after day I knead bread,
And though never 2 blossom I go for,
There is flower wherever I tread.
I make cake while the sun is a shining,
My pies on the market are blest,
Though crnsty, I never am whining,
And my yeast rices out in the west.

John Howard.

John Howard, the philanthropist,
from whom the association whose Amer-
ican, branch has done such efficient
work at the South takes its name, was
born at Enfleld, in England, the 2d of
September, 1726, Suacceeding, through
the death of his father, which occurred
when young Howard was sixteen years
of age, to the possession of a handsome
property, hé determined to realize a
long-cherished wish, - by consecrating

| his life to the alleviation of human

| misery. "Of the historie jsurneyings of
Disemboweled by a E‘M{h | Howard in pursuance of this beneficent

missicn, it is unnecessary to speak at
length. Their- fame is inseparably
blended with the history of that period,
dating from their commencement in

1741, to their untimely close in 1790,

through the death of this noble bene-
factor of his kind, as a victim of the
plague. Tt 18 sufficient to record the
fact that wherever John Howard bent
his steps in the great cause of humanity,
\the homeless and the captive had reason
to rejoice, while the sick arose to call
 him blessed. While liberally bestowing
charity, he did not limit his sym-
y to this branch, but manifested his
by his anremitting attendance upon
DBe unfortunates who, prostrated by
ravages of the plague, were aban:
d by their friends. This was nota-
the case when that terrible pestilence
d with such violence in the south of
pe in 1788-87. During the major
of  that period, tne philanthropist
d his time in visiting the hospitals
infected distriots, ministering to the
of the sufferers where even the .
refused to follow him, Ee-
y valuable was h-ohlo-pu

ofitry; and the present charities of
%4t Britain owe & mighty debt to the
Y of Howard, —Potter's

-
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