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THE HYDRO-ELECTRIC

In giving consideration to the hydro-
electric problem the citizens shoild not
be guided solely by thoughts of the
present, since the agreement entered into
will affeet conditions for years to come.
The aim must be to give the city the
fullest possible benefit derivable from
Jhe development at Musquash, and not
to make an agreement now which five or
ten or twenty years hence would be re-
garded as against the best interests of
the city. The question of profits does
jmot enter into the transaction. The in-
terests of a few must give way to the
interests of the many, or the expenditure
at Musquash canont be justified. The
current is offered at a low rate and it
must not cost the people a high rate.
The idea that any particular interest
should be considered in adyance of the

, general public interest finds no favor in
the minds of the peoplg. Armed with
this knowledge the city council as re-
presenting the citizens will be justified
in sifting the matter to the bottom. It
is true there are complications, not of
the city’s making, which surround the
task of adjustment with difficulty, but
one fact stands out clear. It is that the
city is offered cheaper power. It is for
the civic authorities in conjunction with
the citizens to see that the city gets the
benefit, and that no agreement be made
which some years hence might be re-
garded as an impravident bargain.

The report of the discussion on the
subject at City Hall yesterday has a
rather depressing effect upon the reader,
but the citizens will be very reluctant
to believe that they cannot get some
substantial benefit from the large ex-
penditure at Musquash. Further inves-
tigation of the whole subject, which has
been fairly begun, ought to discover a
way to get better results than some of
yesterday’s speakers appeared to antici-
pate.

THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK.

While reporting business quiet in the
United States with no present indications
of notable improvement, Bradstreets’s
peints out that the feeling in business
circles is much more confident than a
year ago. We quote:—

“A much more cheerful feeling per-
vades the general business community,
in the larger lines at least, than at this
time a year ago, when the greatest shut-
down in business since the outbreak of
the big war was in progress, when un-
employment was increasing by leaps and
botinds, and trade and industry as a
whole were facing a year of heavy
liquidation. Today the financial skies
are certainly clearer, the international
political situation is vastly better, ex
.change rates are nearer parity, a good
investment demand for securities exists,
the average of stock market prices is
about at the year’s highest and the com-
mercial community, though chastened in
spirit, is very much more optimistic than
it was possible to be a twelvemonth
ago.”

Reports from the larger Canadian
centres quote expressions of opinion that
in this country also the outlogk is
brighter, despite the present rather seri-
ous condition of unemployment. The
spring is expected to bring improvement
in conditions in the world at large, with
increased activity in production and dis-
tribution.

In a statement issued yesterday Sir
Henry Drayton says business conditions
in Canada have slowly but surely im-
proved through the last year and that
the people may well look forward to the
future with confidence. It is clear that
the retiring finance minister does not
fear any ill results from the change of
. government,
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Toronto Globe:—“It is significant that
the United Farmers of Ontario unan-
imously rejected a resohition favoring
protective duties on certain agricultural
products. It had been supposed that
Ontario farmers leaned more toward
protection than those of the West. In
Ontario, with its large drban population,
the home market argument would na-
turally be more appealing than in the
west, where it is more clearly apparent
‘that the price of farm products is fixed
.in the unprotected markets of the world.
Either the United Farmers of Ontario
do not set any value on tariff protection
of the home market or they must be
credited with breadth of view and free-
dom from class-selfishness.”
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The Maritime Branch of the Amateur
Athletic Union of Canada will receive
the support of all lovers of clean sport
in its efforts to clean up the slate in
these provinces. There is a small group,
represented in several provincial towns,
which harshly criticises the A. A. U. be-
cause it interferes with plans that would
mix amatenrs with paid players in such
games as hockey and baseball. Central
and Western Canada are out for straight
amateur sport. The maritime provinces
should be in line. There are difficulties, |
but a careful enquiry as to the motives
of the trouble-makers generally reveals a

'leaning toward professionalism.
. ® ® ° @

New Brunswick will go dry on January
18, after which date importation of |
liquor will be illegal. There will then'
be a clear field for adequate enforcement
«f the law.

A VALUABLE HISTORY.

A beok has just been issued from the
press of Barnes & Co. that will be
highly valued by the people of New
Brunswick. It is a reprint of Peter
Fisher’s History of New Brunswick, first
given to the public in 1825. As no copy
of the book could be got for the printer’s
use, the present volume was printed from
a photostadt copy furnished by the
Dominion archives. The reprinting is
done jointly by the government of New
Brunswick and W. Shives Fisher, a
grandson of the author. It is issued
under the auspices of the New Bruns-
wick Historical Society, is well printed
in clear type on good paper, and very
substantially bound. It is a book of 133
pages, and contains, besides the original
work, some valuable notes and observa-
tions prepared by Ven. Archdeacon
Raymond and published in Volume X.
of the records aof the Historical Society.
The original title page of the book issued
in 1825 is reproduced, and the wording
is as follows: “Sketches of New Bruns-
wick, containing an account of the first
settlement of the province, with a brief
description of the country, climate, pro-
ductions, inhabitants, government, rivers,
towns, settlements, public institytions,
trade, revenue, populatidn, etc.; by an
inhabitant of the province. ‘Whatever
concerns my country interests me; I
follow nature, with truth for my guide’
Saint John: printed by Chubb & Sears,
Market Square, 1825.”

Peter Fisher was born in Staten
Island and came as a child to St. John
with the Loyalists, his father being
Lewis Fisher of the New Jersey Volun-
teers, who came here nearly five hun-
dred strong, with their dependents, and
were settled near the present city of
Fredericton. Peter Fisher acquired a
good education, and was the author of a
second book, of 136 pages, called
Notitia of New Brunswick, published in
1838. The volume now reprinted, as the
contents just quoted indicate, gives a

great deal of accurate information about’

the New Brunswick of 1825 and will be
of the greatest value to every student
of provincial history. The government,
W. Shives Fisher and the Historical
Society are to be congratulated on
making its contents available to the
reader of today. As a supplementary
work on local history it will be of great
value to teachers, and to all it will give
an accurate picture of the New Bruns-
wick of one hundred years age.

Canadian Finance:—%The easiest thing
to do in this world is to quit and one
of the hardest things to do is to stay
with the job in the face of what seems
to be insurmountable obstacles. The
world of today is up against some tre-
mendois problems and Canada, in com-
mon with other nations, is facing some
cold, hard facts. The majority of our
people are made of the stuff which
counts for most in the days of  stress.”

® @ ¢ @ ;

La Presse:—“All political parties in
England are in favor of the Anglo-Irish
treaty. This admirable unanimity in-
dicates “the obstacles the Irish will run
against if they commit the error of re-
jecting the opportunity they now have
to make their country master of its
destinies.”

LOBCI OB 4

Ottawa despatches indicate that Hon.
Mr. King has delayed the announcement
of the personnel of the new cabinet
until he has surrounded himself with a
group of the strongest men possible, and
until a clear understanding with the
Progressives has been secured.
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The Canadian Press carries a very
interesting despatch regarding a pessible
great expansion of Dalhousie University,
such as would make the institution of
greatly enlarged usefulness to Canada.
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The sudden drop in temperature last
night must have caused all thoughts to
turn to the men without work and with-
out money to keep their families warm

and well-fed in such inclement weather.
e —————

A CHRISTMAS DINNER.

By kind permission of Commander
Perry last evening the catering staff of
the steamer Melita enjoyed their Christ-
mas dianer. After the dinner a very en-
joyable evening was spent. Messrs. Wil-
liams, Osborne, Ratty, Wilson, Geoffrey
and Gill contributed several enjoyable
numbers. G. D. Davidson, of this city,
gave several banjo selections which
were highly appreciated by the audience.
The tit-bit of the evening was rendered
by G. D. Fishwick, purser, assisted by
Burt Andrews at the piano. George
Burt officiated at the piano in his usual
excellent style.

PRETORIAN DOCKS.

The steamer Pretorian, which docked
at Sand Point last evening, came direct
from Glasgow, and sailed from that port
on December 10 She encountered win-
try weather until Cape Race was reach-
ed, and from that time the weather im-
proved and the remainder of the trip
was favored with fine weather until the
Bay of Fundy was entered, then slect
impeded the progress. Yesterday morn-
ing at 10 o’clock the Pretorian was an-
chored off Partridge Island, but it was
6.30 before she was tied up at the dock
at Sand Point, the sleet having held her
up for the whole day.

Besides Mrs. Chapelle and her two
children, of 47 Winslow street, St. John,
there were three other pasengers for St.
John on board; James Gibb, who is on
a visit to his sister, Mrs. Burns, and Mrs.
E. Prentice and her daughter, Miss Pren-
tice, of Richmond street, who have been
visiting relatives in the old country.

to Be Called Later in

sion, Power Company and Local Organizations,
Present Views and Hear Explanations of R. A.
Ross, Consulting Engineer—Another Meeting

Week. . :

five people, including representatives of

others.

in view of the fact that Premier Fo

will be present and the necessary data

Thosé Present.

Those present at the meeting included
Mayor Schofield, wha resided; Com-
missioners Frink, Bullock, Thornton and
Jones; Hon. Dr. E. A. Smith, chairman
of the New Brunswick Electric Power
Commission; W. H. Harrison, acting city
salicitor; G. G. Hare, city engineer; G.
N. Hatfield, road engineer; R. E. Arm-
strong and W. F. Burditt, secretary and
president of the Board of T rade, respec-
tively; C. W. Brown, of the Canadian

bell, I. D. Ferris, C. Maxwell and G. R.
Melvin, of the St. John Trades and
Labor Council; L. R. Ross, of the New

derson, of the Federal Light and Trac-

consulting engineer engaged by the city;
Roy Willet, of the Hardware Clerks’ As-
sociation; P. H. Butler, of The Clerk;
Barry Wilsen, city electrician; J. King
Kelley, county secretary; Councillors
O’Brien, Campbell and Golding of Lan-

Joint Pipe Company and a hydro-electric
engineer, and F. E. Jones.

The Mayor.

On account of the unayoidable
absence of Premier Foster and the
fact.- that the estimate
tion charges which was being
compiled had not yet been completed,
Mayor Schofield said, in opening the
meeting, the gathering might carry on a
round table discussion on the several as-
pects of the question and make inquiries
concerning the project. from Mr. Ross,
the expert engaged by the city, and Hon.
Dr. Smith, chairman of the New Bruns-
wick Electric Power Commission, both
of whom were present.

He said that the council had been
criticized for moving slowly in the mat-
ter, but he explained that until Tues-
day’s meeting no definite offer had been
received.

That the taxpayers and citizens might
get the benefit of the expenditure was
the consideration uppermost in the minds
of the city council, his worship said.
The charge of $183,210 which would be
made on the city for the horse power
allotted it consisted of many items.
Most of them thought they could not
accept this on behalf of the taxpayers
unless they thought there would be a
saving to the taxpayers in their light
and power bills. Unless such a saving
could be effected he was not prepared
to bind the taxpayers to the agreement.

Although the benefits in the imme-
dijate future were not apparently great
he thought that in the later future some
widespread advantage to the citizens
might result.

Consulting Engineer Heard.

R. A. Ross, consuiting engineer en-
gaged by the city, said that a good deal
had been done already. The three par-

Commission, had come together and be-
gun discussion of the matter.
question to examiné was whether the

explored.

been announced by the commission and

Manufacturers’ Association; F. A. Camp-

Brunswick Power Company; E. N. San-

tion Company, New York; R. A. Ross,

caster; W. G. Chace, of the Canada Lock]

of distribu- l

ties concerned, the city, the N. B. Power
Company and the N. B. Electric Power

The first

three could arrive at some agreement.
If not, then some other plan must he

The price of 1.2 cents per k.w.h. had

the power company would tell many

The New Brunswick Electric Power Commission’s offer to supply the city
with 15,000,000 kifowatt hours per year of electrical energy, at a maximym
sate of 4,580 kilowatts, or 6,107 horse-power, at an annual cost of $183,210—that
is at the rate of about 12 cents per kilowatt hour—was discussed at a meeting
in the mayor’s office in City Hall here yesterday by a company of about twenty-

the municipality, the N, B. Electric Power

Commission, the N. B. Power Company, the Board of Trade, the Trades aad
Labor Council, the Hardware Clerks’ Association, hydro-electric engineers and

The question of how the city might with advantage to the consumer coa-
tract for the amount of emergy offered was canvassed from many angles, but

ster was absent from the meeting, and

because also no actual figures indicating the cost of distribution of the energy
were available, no definite recommendations were made by the meeting, The
mayor expects to call another meeting later in the week, at which the premier

to hand,

’

things regarding their distribution costs.
' The rates in St. John, he said, were
pretty high. In Ontarlo the government
had cancelled certain charges for depre-
ciation and sinking fund during the first
few years and he thought that the N. B.
government might do something like
that here.

The hydro-electric development was

not an especially hrilliant propoesition
since the approximate cost of generating
the energy by water power wag very
little less than generating the energy by
steam. He did not think that the 'arge
power user could be secured at the rate
quoted by the power commission.
\ There were only two customers, he
said, for the output, the city and the
power company. If the city went into
competition with the company the city
would put it out of business in a few
years. Until the bona fides of the com-
pany and its capability of handling the
situation was investigated no such action
should be contemplated. :

About 200 municipalities, he said, were
| deriving hydro-electric energy from Nia-
gara Falls. 'The same system of book-
keep.ing prevailed for all so that it was
passible to compare rates, ete. Such
comparison revealed startingly different
charges for different cities and towns.
The rates varied from 10 to 2.1 cents
per k.w._h. He explained that this was
in addition to a service charge of three
cents per month per 100 feet of floer
spgce illyminated.

The town of Dundas, which was near
the falls, had a rate of 4.1 cents per
k'.w.h.; the city of Hamilton, close be-
side, had a rate of 2.8 cents per k.w.h.;
London, 120 miles distant, had a rate
about the same as that of Niagara Falls.

Dis.tance, he pointed out, had little to
do with the rate. The determining ele-
ment in the costs was the load factor,
that is the percentage of the energy de-
vek_)ped actually used by the community.
This load factor naturally varied with
the nature of the uses to which the ener-
| 8Y was; put. In some places only light-
ing obtained, whereas in others the ener-
gy was used to drive street cars and in-
dustrial plants. St. John’s load factos,
he said, was about 83 per cent.
is to say only about one-third of the
energy developed was actually used; the
rest was wasted and leaked away.

Because the load factors of different
towps and cities were different, com-
parison of rates was unsound unless
these other factors were taken into con-
sideration.

He illustrated this by means of an
example in which he supposed the cost
of one horse power of energy to be $90 a
year. Taking the supposed case of a
plant that would use this horse power
twenty-four hours a day, 365 days in the
year, that is 100 per cent. of the fime,
he said that the rate for that plant
would be one cent per horse power hour
(approximately 1.3 cents per k. w. h.)

If anather plant used the energy
seventy-five per cent. of the time the
rate for that plant would be 1.83 cents
per h. p. h. (about 1.8 cents per k. w.
h.); for the plant that used it fifty per
cent. of the time the rate would be two
cents per h. p. h. (about 2.7 per k. w. h.),
and for the plant that used the energy
only one-third of the time the rate
would be three cents per h. p. h. (about
four cents per k. w. h.) When speaking
of cost per horse power one must re-

SUMMER STORM.

The hilltop trees are bowing

Under the coming storm,

The low, gray clouds are trailing
Like squadrons that sweep and form,
With their ammunition of rain.

Then the trumpeter wind gives signal
o unlimber the viewless guns;

The cattle huddle together;

mdoor the farmer runs;

And the first shot lashes the pane.

They charge through the quiet orchard;
One pear tree is_snapped like a wand;
As theyd sweep from the sheltered hill-
side,
Ruffling the blackened pond,
Fre the sun takes the field again,
—Bliss Carman in “Later Poems.”

LIGHTER VEIN.

“That was speech you
made.”

“It had to be a good speech,” replied
Senator Sorghum. “I had such an al-
mighty poor argument that I was oblig-
ed to depend almost entirely on the
rhetoric.”

a splendid

Under New Management.

Willie (to his father, who had recent-
ly married a second time)—“There’s a
shop in the High street just like :you,
Dad.”

Father—“Shop like me? What do you
mean ?”

Willie (edging towards the door)—
“Why, it’s under entirely new manage-
ment.”

Precautionary Measure.

Ascum:—*“I was surprised to hear yon
ask Harduppe for the loan of a haif-
sovereign. You really didn’t need' it,
did you?”

Wiseman:—“No, but I suspected he
needed one, and 1 simply forestalled
him.”—Pearson’s Weekly.

“Well, Pat,” said Bridget, “what kind
of a bird have you brought home in
that cage?”

“Well, it’s a raven,” replied Pat.

“A raven? And what did you bring
home a bird like that for?”

“Well, I read in a paper the other

pight that a raven has been known to
live for 300 years. I don’t believe it, so
1 ain going to put it to the test.”

member that the cost per horse power
hour (or per kilowatt hour) decreased
with an increase in the time per day it
was used.

Discusses City’s Position.

In reply to a query from the mayor as
to whether it would be reasonable for
the city to take the power and go in for
distributing it, Mr. Ross expressed the
following view:

The city would be obligated at the
outset to pay the power commission
$120,000 for an allottment of 10,000,000
kilowatt hours per year of energy. For
the first two or three years the city
would have to stand a dead loss because
it would have few customers. The city
would have to build transmission lines,
sub-stations, etc. and he fancied that
in the meantime there would be a very
considerable opposition in the way of in-
junctions and so forth from the power
company.

“But leaving the opposition out of it
and supposing the distribution system to
cost $660,000,” interjected the mayar.

thought the distribution system could be
built for less than $1,000,000. Continu-
ing, he asked if after all this had been

cheaper than the power company. The
city would get it for 1.2 cents per k. w.
h.; the power company could generate
it for about 1.38 or 1.40. There would
be no appreciable saving and the public
would have the street railway and gas
services on their hands.

“The rates here for lighting are high,”
he said in answer to a question. “They
ought to come down and they must come
down,” he continued. Mr. Ross then
went on to explain why incandescent
lighting was costly. He supposed a case
of a house with forty lights. Usually
there would be only about five of the
forty burning but if the householder,
wished at some time to turn on thei
whole forty he must have the service to |
do so.
on the poles outside his house were ab-!

were greater than the amount used in
house lighting.

Besides these losses there were com-
siderable expenditures incidental to!
maintaining house lighting. To conneet;
up a house meant an investment of from |

expenditure involved in making out bills
and delivering them. On the other hand
there were none of these high office

That | {

In reply, Mr. Ross said he scarcely|’

done the city could give power much,

All the time the transformers'f§

sorbing current; the losses in current ' §

8100 to $200. There was considerable | i

Our assortment includes all styles and sizes from the large model
motorists to the small pocket size for women.

Here's a convenience far every month in the year that a man, woman or boy
advantage—a flashlight eliminates the danger of fire when searching in dark closets.

for watc

Phone

Main 2540
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For Him
Safety Razor

Shaving Mirrors
Shaving Brushes
Thermos Bottles
Smoker Sets
Smoker Stands
Ash Receivers
Tobacco Jars
Cigarette Jars
Alarm Clocks
Pocket Knives
Shaving Mugs
Flashlights
Razors

Razar Strops
Skates

Snowshaes

Below we give a list of gift suggestions
your gift giving problems.

“McAVITY'S

For Her

Silverware

Cut Glass

Brass Goods
Candle Sticks
Electric Table Lamp
Electric Grill
Electric Toaster
Electric Irons
Electric Percolators
Scissor Sets

Hot Water Bottles
Aluminum Ware
Table Cutlery
Carvers

Serving Trays
Nickel Tea Pots

11-12

Christmas Specials -
FOR EARLY SHOPPERS!

that should help you in

For Boy and Girl

Skates

Hockey Sticks
Hockey Pucks
Velocipedes
Rocking Horses
Sleds

Framers
Toboggans
Automobiles
Bicycles

Kiddy Kars
Pocket Knives
Base Balls
Boxing Gloves
Ingersoll Watches
Meccano Sets

STORE OPEN EVERY EVENING THIS WEEK

EMERSON @ FISHER, Ltd.

25 Germain Street

morning when yous gift is opened

“rm so Proud of This Gift”
“And 1 will be Oh so cosy now when
1 go outdaors!”

Isnt that an exclamation that?would just make you happy on Christmas

&[VE FURS

o .
FUR COATS
Are All Specially Priced Uatil
Christmas

and what gift could be more beau-

tiful and useful. Or‘:ly l:het finest
jeties, made in the best way.

va{’l:ices' Begin at $75.00; then

$95, $125, $135, $150, and more.

CAPES, TIES, COATEES
In a splendid variety of styles and
$7.50 is the first price
Then $12, $35, $25 to $125

Depending of course on what you
desire,

Master Furriers Since 1859

.

D. MAGEE'S SONS, Limited

ST. JOHN, N. B.

N

charges for arc lighting and for power
for industrial uses.

W. F. Buzditt.

W. F. Burditt, president of the Board
of Trade, said that he was not speaking
officially for‘the board. He felt from the
beginning that the results of the Rydro

' cAN LINE‘Youg
! YQ”. S”rovzwmc >

[FOLEY'S

PREPARED

To be had ofs—

W. H. Thotoe & Co., Ltds, Maziet
Squase. -

T. McAvity & Sons, Ltd, Kiag

St
. E Wiison, Ltd, Sydney St.
minesson & Fisher, Ltd., Ger-
main St.
D. J. Barsett, 355 Union St
Philip Graonan, 568 Main St
Duval’s, 37 Waterlvo St,
Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket Sq.
uinn and Co., 435 Main St
- & H. Ritchie, 320 Main St.
P. Nase & Son, Lt.i., Indiantown,
J. A. Lipsett, Variety Store, 283
: Prince Edward St.
H. G. Enslow, 1 Prince Edward St.

& St Fairville.
. B 8§ Union St
West Side.

Owp,

project would be disappeinting on ac-
count of the high cost im propertion to
the power developed and on account of
the cost of distributing the energy. The
city ought not to be asked to pay a per-
centage on the abnormally high cost of
doing the work.

For Hardware Clerks,

Speaking for the Hardware Clerks As-
sociation Roy Willett said that the dif-
ference between the cost of generating
the energy and its cost to the consumer,
seemed unreasonable. The question, so
the discussion indicated, was mot so
much one of power as power losses and
charges on equipment. - Rates at other
places were on the average about one
half of what they were in St. John.

Mr. Ross said the Ontarie Hydro we:
getting power for onme tenth of . _ent p
horse power hour and selling it at .I
cents per h. p. h., approximately or
tenth of the price fixed by the N. }
commission. The Ontario Hydro wer
using about eighty per cent of the cs
pacity output.

Councillor O’Brien,

Couneillor O’Brien then agked M
Ross what the rate would be iff the fu
6,000 horse power were used twenty-for
hours a day, every day of the yedrr. A
ter some discussion-in which M’r. Ros
Mr. Sanderson and Couneillor’ O’Brk
took part, Mr. Sanderson explained th

(Continued on page 11.)

Fire Insurance

Eagle Star and British Dominions
Insurance Company, Litd.,
of London, Eng.
Assets Exceed Ninety-Three Million Dollars
C. E. L. JARVIS & SON

GENERAL AGENTS




