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The Tongs,
(New York Times.)

A truce has been signed, according to
hopeful report, between the warring
Chinese “tongs,” and the expectation
is that this will end, for a while at
least, the series of murders that begun
a fortnight ago.

The quarrel, according .to a white
lawyer who has had relations with
members of both factions, started when
the President of the On Leong Tong
was deposed under accusation of mis-
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bor’s steady and remarkable gain in
itical power in Britain between 1900
and the dissolution of Parlisment three
'weeks ago seems to throw some light
- wpon the momentous election struggle

S whieh 1s to be declded at the polls a

1

i few daye hence. Look at the record of
Vote
Polled.
62,698
828,195
505,690
870,802
2,244,945

jadpie Seats
 Year. won.
e Lan 8

29
40
42
68

csecscsssescess 142

s 4,236,733
hﬁug 192 4,848,379
i Note the temporary setback in the
yobe cast for Labor candidates in 1910,
;though not in the number of seats won,
‘and then note the jump to sixty-three
‘members of the House, to 142, to 192.
A matural question today is: Are the
iLabor gains to cease nmow, after nine
{months in office?
. At dissolution the party standing in
& House of 615 was, approximately:—
i V. Seesheancadiin e 257
Siiberals .......... G 158
' The Liberal forces were split badly
before this short and sharp campaign
began. Since it was a week old the
Liberal forces have been further
divided. The attempt to form a Con-
gervative-Liberal election alllance under
fire has resulted in fewer three-cornereld
mll, and gives promise, on its face
gt least, of considerable benefit to the
anti-Socialist forces, but when men ask
to what extent the Liberal rank and file
will turn to the Labor candidates in-
stead of te the Conservatives they find
no satisfactory answer. Only the
voting Itself will disclose the trend
The Liberal leaders have shown the
forse the watering trough, but whether
)r not the horse will drink is another
natter. What is taken for granted is
hat the Liberals will remain in third
Mlace, presumably with diminished
trength in the House.
To have a clear majority the Con-
ervatives must win fifty-one seats
pore than they held at dissolution.
that 1s a large order, but some of the
wrophets point out that Labor’s road
iek to power is still \more rocky, for
abor’s last vote represented only
bout one-third of the total polled—
nd Mr. MacDonald, in order to form
nother ministry, would have to carry
‘l‘hmore seats than he held when he
rent do the country. -If Mr. Baldwin
88 no clear majority he may command
pough Liberal support to form a gov-
fnment; but Labor -must win‘at the
blls if It hopes to rule, for among the
ibarals elected there will not be
t‘h friendly to Labor to enable
Jat party to dominate the House. Yet
~coalition of Conservatives and
8 would be one of strange bed-
llows, for’ the trade question divides
pm, and if the Liberals should g»
0 the Baldwin camp on that issue the
party would lose its identity.
] 8 is quoted as wagering ten to
‘against a MacDonald majority in
® new Parliament. Perhaps that
!ﬁ more significance than the survey
“any of the party prophets; yet no
ﬁimatlve or Liberal journal in
mdon speaks as though such odds
#te justified. Some of them are
tleenbly shrill in their call for
?Qd .. action against Soclalism.
pyd’s quoted odds, however, will
iv‘n -a8 a reminder that the Con-
vatives polled 5,800,000 votes in
| out of a total of 18,400,000, and
i ,"-l majority of ninety seats. They
‘ibnvﬂy in December last, but they
pe of the parties are to-day united,
it I8 to be kept in mind that last
égﬁghey faced a considerable revoit
suse Mr. Baldwin went openly for
#ection. The soft pedal is em-
now.
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AN OLD FRIEND.

and chief lieutenant of the Mahdi, now
sald to be nearly 100 years old, is on a

years in a cell at Wady Halfa. As the
story goes, Osman was released through
the Influence of the British, whom he
plagued 6o long. In the eighties Osman
Digna figured in the news columns
gbout as frequently as, the weather
report. He was perniclously active,
elusive beyond measure, and distinctly
bad medicine in the view of the British

says of him {n his palmy days that he
“wal often officlally reported dead,
only to bob up again in some incon-
venient place from which he must be
dislodged with difficulty and losses.”” A
New Brunswick humorist of some
thirty or thirty-five years ago wrote
a sketch of O. D, in which he gaid
something like this: “Osman Digna's
parents were poor,'but they had plenty
of sand,” and, in referring to the
absurdly frequent and false reports
printed in those days: “In this cam-
paign he was klled three times and
wounded twice.”

e ————

It-isn’t that they can’t find poets in
Ireland—the place is fully of them-—
but they make the mistake of choosing
a jury of poets to judge an army of
bards. That way trouble lies. A
Dublin despatch tells jit:—

“Poetry and patriotism eeemingly do
not go hand in hand in Ireland to-day,
the judges of a coptest conducted by a
local newspaper l{:ve discovered. The
paper offered a prize of fifty guineas
for a poem suitable for an Irish national
anthem. Many sets of verses were re-
ceived and submitted to a committee
composed of W. D. Yeats, the poet;
Lennox Robinson, playwright, and
James Stephens, author. The Jjudges
now announce that they found nothing
worthy among the contributions, de-
claring, ‘We read these poems, and -all
agreed that not one amongst them was
worth a gufnea or any part of it.’
They suggest that another attempt be
made, advising the aspirants this time
to study the national songs of different
countries. Most of the verses submit-
ted In the sontest, the judges say, were
imitations of ‘God Save the King.’”

When -the prize-seeking poets begin
to express their opinions of the judges
there will be some poetry and prose of
uncommon excellence,

® & o 9

From the polling booth to the oper-
ating table Is an uncommon journey.
The Ottawa Citizen’s election day story
contains this:—

“Prohibitionists had a distinctly
unusual call at headquarters, Re-
quest was made for an auto to
carry a voter from 3t Luke’s Hos-
pital. A car was asked for by 8
a. m., as the voter was desirous of
voting before he underwent an
operation at 9.80 a. m. .= The car
was sent to pick up both the voter
and his wife from her home in
Capital Ward; and the votes were
duly recorded.”

Very likely the surgeon cut out
everything but hls convictions. :
® e o 0

It seems unlikely that a single point
in the prohibition controversy has been
overlooked. No person need neglect to
vote on Thursday through lack of in-
formation.—Toronto Globe, Oct. 20.

Yet about a million voters would no!
turn out. Old General Apathy cow-
mands an immense army. The voter
who doesn’t vote, and who “yowls”
about the result notwithstanding, is
unpleasantly numerous.

® ® & @

Premier Ferguson, having looked
over the figures and taken some sound-
ings, says to-day, in effect: “The
people of Ontario have voted for the
0. T. A. and I'm going to enforce it.
No local option.”

® o 0

Many odd memories will be stirred
by the news that Osman Digna, emir,

pilgrimage to Mecca, after twenty-two

army in the Soudan, A recent despatch | th

handiing its funds. He then started a
tong of his own, which later was taken
in by the Hip Sing Tong, to the great
indignation of the rival society.

Just why this should have et the
membpers of the two organizations to
the carrying ahd using on each other
of long blue pistols and an occasional
cleaver is not for white folk to know,
but desperate animosity between the
tongs seems to be a permanent state of
affairs, and almost any excuse is
enough to start reciprocal killings,
which go on until reputable and official
Chinese take_the matter vigorously in
hand.

The tongs, nominally, are ‘mutual
benefit societies with excellent aims,
including what the Chinese think the
important one of seeing to it that the
bodies of members who die in foreign
lands are taken home for burlal. As
in the case of greater wars, however,
economic competitions are involved in
these, and trade and business rivalries
play a large though unavowed part in

em, -

The’ Chinese are generally, though
with emall reason, credited with being
a pacifist nation. Individually the
like peace and for its sake will endure
much and make considerable sacri-
fices, but there is a line beyond which
they are as militant, in their own pecu-
liar ways, as anybody could be. In
this country their battles are strictly
between themselves. Otherwise they
are notably law-abiding and rarely
apepar in our criminal courts for of-
fences not closely related to their own
private codes.

Icarus,
(New York Times.)

The Lady: How it miist have felt
to mount the clouds on Columbus Day
and retrace his path across the sea! To
take the wings of morning—why, it
brings the tears to one’s eyes.

The Aeronaut: Yes, ma’am. The
meals were excellent. For dinner we
had mock turtle soup, Hungarian
goulash with vegetables, pudding and
coffee.’ There was a canary on board.
For supper we had cheese sandwiches
on rye and a couple of bottles of beer.
We played. the gramophone,

The Lady: Music in the empyrean!

The Aeronaut: Yes, ma’am. Seven
times in succession we played “Yes,
We Have No Bananas.” We said good-1
bye to the Continent at Cognac. It
made one thoughtful. Next morning
we were out of sight of land.

The Lady: And beneath you, as

far as the eye coild see—
The Aeronaut: Yes, ma’am. Lots of
water. But up there we were short.
We had to go without brushing our
teeth, begging your pardon, ma’am.
For breakfast we had coffee with milk,
bread and butter and cold meat. For
dinner we had a double bouillon, ham
with ‘Madeira sauce, string beans,
pudding and fruit. Having ridden out
a severe storm, we had Supper—erb-
senwurst, kartoffelsalat and tea.

The Lady: That storm must have
been a harrowing experience.

The Aeronaut: Yes, ma’am. My
commanding officer said he'd give any-
thing for a cigarette. He also wondered
how Walter Johnson came through in
the deciding game. That evening we
were in todch with the North Amerl-
can coast after a supper of cold roast
beef and lettuce with French dressing.
Next morning we were just done with
our toast and coffee when we sighted
the Statue of Liberty.

Jones’ Bones.
(Bystander in Toronto Globe.)

An odd epitaph on the grave of a
well-known but unpopular Dublin sur-
geon of the early sixties has been for-
warded by a Toronto reader, Edward
S. Martin:— 3 :
Beneath this stone there lies old Jones,
Who all his life dissected bones,

Till death, that grim and grisly spectre,
That all-amassing bone collector,
Boned old Jones, the botie dissector,
Boned old Jones so neat and tidy
That here he lies all Bona Fide.

AFTERGLOW.

(Ottawa Cltizen.)
This, above all, we know,
This i{s apparent to men;
After a time we go;
Not how nor where nor when,

Only a moment the lark
Troubles the quiet dawn,

Then soars, and above the park
‘Wheeling, is gone.

But for a season the rose
Opens in fragrant bloom,

Then, when the summer goes ...
Frost ... and doom ...

Yet something there is that stays,
Something is left behind:

A scent in the garden ways,
An echo on the wind.

IN LIGHTER VEIN.

Durable Man,

An Ohio woman has served her hus-
band a ple every day since 1904. The
remarkable thing is not the pie but the
husband.—Wilmington Every Evening.

Two Other Folks.
He—''Say, Mabel, may I come over to-
night?*’ \
She—*‘Sure, John,( come on over.”
He—'“Why, this is not John.”
She—''This {sn't Mabel, either.”"—
Whirlwind.

Has More Zip To It. y

“A platitude is simply a truth repeat-
ed till people get tired of hearing it,”
said Mr. Stanley Baldwin. Rather plat-
itudinously put, sir! We Illke better
this definition ‘from the Arkansas Gaz-
ette: ‘A platitude is an epigram suffer-
ing from anemia.”

Cautlon,
Old Woman (to engineer)—'Do ye
think there’ll be a collision today?”’
Engineer—"1 hope not. What makes
you ask?”

& basketful of eggs to town, an’ I don't
want ‘'em broken.”—The Progressive
Grocer. .

Polite WIith A Vengeance.
“Although he overcharged me, the cab
driver who took me over Paris was most
polite,” said our friend, who had been
holidaying abroad.

“All Frenchmen are,’”” we observed.
“Yes; but this one got off his box and
helped me to find the necessary words
in my French-English dictionary so that
I might say what I thought of him.”

Decorate with

LIGHT

. See the New
HAND COLORED LAMPS
Only 80c each.

The Webb Electric Co.
St. John, N. B.
M. 2152, ~ 91 Germain St.

Concrete Block and
Brick for Sale

We _bove in stock, manufactured by
Our Plant, ready for immediate deq

l\w
aterproof Concrete Blocks
and Bricks.

L Feies o0 Avplcaton
Maritime Construction
Co., Ltd.
FAIRVILLE, N. B

0Old Woman—‘"Well, ye see, I'm taking :

Letters tﬂhe Editor

'MORE MUSIC —HOW?

To the Editor of The Times-Star:

Sir,— Father Cloran’s address has
aroused some Interest in the subject of
music. Let us hope that it may be
more than a passing interest.

It seems to me that the hope of St.
John lies in the children (watching the
struggles of the Choral Society and
similar clubs has made me despair of
the grown-ups). The churches are too
full of multifarious activities to give
even their adult choirs a fair chance.
This looks as if it would fall to the
already-busy school teacher.

Could a cholr be formed in each
school? I think that there might be,
in each, a teacher able and willing to
devote some extra time to this; and the
children’s interest would be stimulated
by viseits from such men as Mr. Ford,
Mr. Browne, and Father Cloran, if a
few could be found ifiterested enough

hard for pralse, and competition could
tome later.

Since Father Cloran has started the
ball rolling, will he go farther and
give a lead in some such plan?

Sincerely yours,
TEACHER OF MUSIC.
St. John, Oct. 24.

For Corns and Warts—Minard’s

Prince George
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Deacks
Shoes
- fit
SO
well

is because we have been meas-
uring and fitting men’s feet for
over 100 years and our shoes
are built as a result of this
knowledge and experience.

Dack’s oxfords fit like a
glove around the

Every Dack Shoe is made
by us alone and sold only by
us direct from our shops or
by mail.

Write to-day for our new

e-book and self measure-
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TORONTO
In Centre of Shoppin
and Business Distrl
250 ROOMS
ety
E. WINNETT THOMPSON. MAN'G, DIR,

to give time to it. Children will work

M. 1101
39 Canterbury

Lots of H2 O
No “Water”
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FIRECLAY |

FORK LINING
YOUR OWN
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Sold by Hardware Dealers.

A Co-operative Society of Citizens Operating at Cost,
No Profits—No Capitalization—No “Exclusion.”

Hydro Belongs to The People—Is Conducted by Them
. For Their Benefit.

The rates now in force for Hydro were established in
1922. At that time, there was much adverse criticism
of the rates, which were called ridiculously low, and it
was alleged that it would be impossible to maintain them.

After a comparatively short period of Hydro opera-
tion, the Price, Waterhouse report shows the fallacy of
the propaganda against the Hydro rates.

The St. John Public Service News, a paper serving
the Power Co., published, on December 15, 192 I, an in-
teresting item in connection with Hydro. The Public
Service News submitted that if the price of electricity
were cut in half or if the company got the current for
nothing, it would make no material difference in the price
to the consumer of electrical energy. It should be kept
in mind that the rates for electricity previous to the
Hydro Era, were 15 cents, 12, 10 1-2, ete.

The Present Rates, Due to Hydro, Are Over 50 Per
Cent Less Than theh Old Rates,

Support Hydro Which Made the Present
Rates Possible,

The Power Commission
of The City of St. John

R et AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA,

.75th YEAR IN BUSINESS
T e
MPANY D.

Ry. Bk. Bldg., St. John, N. B.
INSURANCE PROTECTION OF EVERY KIND.

syl
m c‘m * \
:D @ 73 King St. West,
.. TORONTO

Branches—Montreal, Mount Royal Hotel
Winnipeg, 319 Fort St.

A Nickeled Alarm Clock, good time-kee,

One pint Vacuum Bottle, Black Japan

SetoffougK!tchchonuinen,hlgbgrmﬂn,whmmmd«!, t
{etters, as shown to left, .

EMERSON BROTHERS, LTD.

25 Germain Street

Community Week Specials

At EMERSON BROTHERS
' .

powerfuf gong ........ 81029
cup-cap with handles .

Regular $3.503 Sale ......c0veeeononess

e e e Phone Main 1950
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nnouncement

Cord Tires Standard
Equipment On All
Ford Cars and Trucks

The Ford Motor Company of Canada,
Limited announces that Non-skid
Cord Tires are now standard equip-
ment on all Ford cars and trucks.

Cars are equipped with 30 x 314 four-
ply cords on all four wheels.

There is an eleventh-hour sensation
in British politics. After election day
a cool-headed inquest will determine
whether there was treason afoot, or

 last year's contest sixty seats
e won by pluralities or majorities
less than 800, thirteen by less than

Trucls are equipﬁed with 30 x 314
four-ply cords on the front wheels anj
with 32 x 414 six-ply cords on the

MONG the company of well/
dressed out-o’door men, the

pencies where 20,000 votes were
;.M The Liberals won more than
¥ seats by majorities of less than
most of them against Conserva-
§; and such margins, if there is any
1 ble fear of Socialism in the
ral ranks, might easily be con-
#d into Conservative wins. When
iwant of confidence- motion came
fly three weeks ago in the House
{ fourteen Liberal members stood
he Labor ministry—ten per cent. of
strength in the Commons.
| election I8 one of fascinating
pest. The outcome is uncertain,
the weight of prophecy leans to-
i-Conservative gains and an anti-
sHist ministry—this time.

t.nd 118 by less than 1,000 in con-

ye Bishop of Nassau, in the West
*, has purchased a flivver. By a
ence the license is No. 437—the
'mber as “For all the Saints” in
A. and M. Itis presumed that
copal conveyance will be well
:ed, and that everything else
wheels will become an “unholy
wnce.”—Montreal Gazette.

Jl these signs it looks like a
’bus, but if the Bishop isn’
pus of an early translation he will
l to remember the good old rule

Jjust a horrific roorback. ‘
s

The Great Wall,

(New York Times.)

The news from China announces that
Chang has broken through the Great
Wall. The Great Wall of China is
one of thé wonders of Asia. It was
commenced by the Emperor Shi Swang
in the year 214 B.C: and is said to have
been finished in twenty years. The
Great Wall is as broad on the top as
an ordinary street, and is 1,500 miles
long, stretching across the northern
limits of the empire. Its purpose was
to shut out the Tartars and other
Eastern enemies who periodically pour-
ed down on the northern Chinese pro-
vinces. For centuries the waves of in-
vasion were broken by the Great Wall,
and the life of China went on inwpeace
under its shadow. Chang is reported
to have broken through at the Chiu-
men Pass, north of Shan-hai-Kwan,
which is near the beginning of the
wall on the Gulf of Liao-Tung.

Honesty First!
(Progressive Grocer.)

“I think, George,” said Mrs. Jones
to her husband, “I'll ask the new peo-
ple next door to have dinner with us
tonight.”

“Why?” asked the husband.

“Well, the butcher left their meat
here by mistake, and it seems only

 front” just the same.
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EASTERN CAP stands supreme.

Latest patterns and styles now on
view at leading shops.

btz

National Headpiece

Canadas

Provincial Agents.

Casualty Agents

Wanting an attractive contract with a com-

pany issuing the latest automobile and casual-
ty policies, should communicate with

C. E. L. JARVIS & SON,

St. John, N. B.

rear wheels.

These improvements are included at

no extra cost. .

See Your Nearest Ford Dealer

TFOrcl

CARS -TRUCKS -TRACTORS

"ROYDEN FOLEY

300 Union Street.

St. John, N. B.




