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Index Officie

Sarnia 3rd March 1881

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

Dept. Letter (No. 26, 042) dated 22 Jany. '81 enclosing

A Copy of a Petition from certain inhabitants of the

Township of Sarna, praying for the reasons given therein,

that the land not occupied or used by theZndians on

the Reserve should be cleared - Cleared of weeds and improved

“by[n][o[o]licq' leases or otherwise &c. – And asking from

me an early report on the Subject and in such

Report to state what number of acres might be, in

your Opinion, minised for the benefit of the Indiaus; and

what central per Acre should be obtained for the same,

oudher the indians would Consent to such leases being

 issued_ &c.

In reply I beg to say that I

believe, as things are with the Indians on this Reserve.

it would be better if they would Consent to leave or sell

One half, or even two thinks, of their whole Reserve, as

they seem determined not to utilize it themselves.

It is perfectly surprising to find strong active, and

to some extent, intelligent Indiaus, who can and do

work well when Hired by white men, so ktterly deplifferent

in regard to doing any thing that wouldürprove their

farrns, and benefit themselves and their families.

But so it is; there are many strong active Indian

who with an Hotment of 80 acres, Content themselves

with

The Honorable

The Supt. Genl. of Indian Offaris

Ottawa
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