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In Opening Action of
~ : Spring Campaign,
- Allies Carry Import-
 antGerman Defences
. Three-Quarters of a
. - Mile in Depth, Con-
~ solidating Gains.

3 d Headquarters of the French
Army in France, Feb. 14.—The Ameri-
éan artillery took a brilliant part in
an important French «aid yesterday
between Tahure and the Butte du
Megnil, in the Champagne, partici-
pating in the preparatory bombard-
‘ment and the ensuing barrage fire
~ while the operation was being success-
fully executed. 7 L
(' The action was extremely interest-
ing and the result most satisfactory.
‘The aseaulting troops brought back
160 prisoners and they established
themelve. in German positions to a
| ' fdepth of three-quarters of a mile
2 ‘nlons a front of nearly a mile.
| " The task of the assaulting forces
was to attack and take a German sali-
ent dipping into the French position.
. It was a_difficult operation owing to
. the nature of the ground, which form-
- ed a basin-like -depression, into which
~  the Germans could pour, the fire: of
. thelr ‘concentrated guns on the sur-
. rounding- heights. 5
Six Hours’ Bombardment,
The arfillery preparation lasted six
- hours, and with the aid of aviators
1t Was ascertained that the enemy's
[ Qefensive positions, which were re-
' ‘markably strong; Nad been broken up
.. fto 4 large extent. At 4.15 in the af-
ternoon the order was given to the
Infantry units to go over the top.
Every man had been instructed fully
Tegarding the objectives to be at-

i

".

e o
i

¢ d. A
| Just ‘before this a steady fine rain
# to make the chalky earth ‘like
 gkating rink. The troops, however,
p d with determination, altho
they were obliged occasionally to ar-
‘ a¥est. their progress owing to machine
Wlﬁons having escaped the at-
-of the French and American

gunners.
. With the help of the courageous
grenadiers these positions were storm-
¢d and Hestroyed, and their occupants
Were either killed or captured. - By
B.16 o'clock rockets announced that all
the objectives had been gained.
The American gunners, with their
b comrades, extended their
Tange, putting up an effective barrage
prevent counter-attacks, ‘which,
however, did not' come, the Germans
Ving been completely disconcerted.

~‘ wlu‘ - :

o«
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West Will Be Asked, at Con-
.« ference of Premiers, to
Increase Production.

¢ Ottawa, Feb. 14,—Provinetal
Heu and ministers,  ‘who. have ar-
Yed in the capital to take part in
the conference with the Domilnion
SO¥rnment which -opens at 11
-y Ock on Friday morning, express
® vidw that it will take several days

% ‘to dispose of all the subjects which
* Wil come up for consideration. While
the Question of most pressing urg-
#0Cy to be considered is that of in-
creased produotion, with which is in-
:’Uh’ed the labor problem, other mat-
T8 such as soldiers’ land settlement
and provincial control ,of natural re-
®ources will' probably involve . long
discussions.
Subsequent to a meeting of the re-
tonstruction and development com-
Mittee of the cabinet today, at Which
Teasures were discussed to ensure
\ &n ‘adequateé supply of fuel, it was
officlally announced that the whole
:ﬁhedule of fuel production and dis-
thbution, with special reference to
® conditions anticipated for the
winter of 1918-19, will receive the
attention of the conference. In this
Sonnection it is probable ‘that repre-
Sentatives of the western provinces
asked to have all possible ef-

A ade to increase the western
Production to a point that would
Make shipments of anthracite from
® €agt in large quantities unneces-

pre-

\

i Provincial ministers here tonight
Mlude Premier Martin of Saskatche-
“:““‘ Premier Arsenault of Prince
Pdwarq Island, and Hon. T. H. John-
wa‘mnlﬂer of public works, Mani-

f"The regulation, military trench coats.
°m_°€l‘8. direct impertation, $35 at
‘heen’s, 140 Yonge St.
4 -

CHILOREN DIE
N MONTREAL
" CONVENT FIRg

Top of Grey Nunnery Burned
and Thirty-Eight Bodies
" Already Recovered.

LOSS OF LIFE HEAVY

|
|
|

Wounded Soldiers; Aged and
Crippled Folk, and Nuns
: Believed to Be Safe.

Montreal, Feb. 14.—The lives of at
least 38 little children wére blotted out
shortly after 8 o'clock tonight ‘By fire
in the fifth, or top, storey of the west
wing of tho Groy nunnery on Guy and
Dorchester. streats, and 1t is feared
that the loss may run well to a hun-
dred. Thirty-eight charred bodies were
found. by the firemen at .10.230, when
the fire was undar eortrol, and it is
‘known that while ‘%r:en and eol-
diers were engaged scuing infants
ithey were forced to lcave many to die
as the flames and smoke drove the res-
cuers from the building. The pro-
perty loss is not -excessivo, .as the
bl was . practically kemt to the one

.. Mhe fire; s.arted mear the/
tower, supposedly from the electric
wiring. The top floor was used as a
dormitory for the infants, being cared
for by the nuns, and the lower part of
the west wing was oecupled by re-
turned sick or wounded - soldiers.

The loss of life amongst the chil-
dren in the infants’ home deparfment
of the nynnery could not be defin-
itely ascertained tonight. .
_ All the other inmates of the big
wuilding are believed to have -escap-
ed. These include the nuns, nursing
sisters, returned wounded or sick sol-
diers; aged, sick or crippled men and
women, to the number of almost a
thousand. They scattered in various
directions, so that it may be some
time before there can ‘be a roll call.
+ A number of the soldiers were re-
moved to hospitals, practically/all the
ambulances “having been called into
service in connection with the fire.
None of the soldiers’ suffered injury
thru the fire or the consequent con-
fusion, and within half an hour of
the outbreak all of them had been re-
moved to places of safety and com-
fort. There were about two hundred
of them. .

Sixty of them were taken to the
Khaki Club and the others were dis-
tributed amongst the military hospi-
tal on Prummond streét, the Royal
Victoria, Western and Montreal Gen-
eral ‘Hogpitals,

LORD BEAVERBROOK
- ABLE TO DO WORK
Covemment.—/:p—pﬁointed Can-

adian as Propaganda
Minister for Fitness.

London, Feb.
of lLord Beaverbrook as minister. of
propaganda aroused questions in the
house of commons tonight.

Bonar Law, replying, said that the
prime minister had offered Lord Bea-
verbrook .the appointment because he
thought that Lord Beaverbrook could
do the work succesgfully. T.ord Bea-
verbrook would~not be a thember of
the war cabinet. ™\

James Hogge asked if Beaverbrook
would receive reports from paid spies
of the government.

Bonar Law: 1 do not know what
4 meant by pald spies. Beaver-
| brook’s work will include the recefv-
{ing of reports from servants of the
government,

A. S. White: “Is the government
aware that this appointment has
created widespread dissaitisfaction?”

Bonar Law. “Perhaps the question-
er is better able to judgce of that than
myself.” 4

CANADIANS GAZETTED:

London, Feb, 14.—Lieuts. C.
Green and A. E. Jarvis, Canadians, |
are gazetted flying officers. Lieut. J. |
D. Boyd and Capt. W. G. Martin are |
| gazetted flying observers. Lieut. G.
| W. Hall of the flyihg corps, formerly
a sergeant of the <Canadians, who
was posted missing in December, is
now . posted . killed. The Red Cross
has received the news that Capt. P.
‘H. Anderson and E. R. Vander Osten
are interned in Holland. 10184 Wur- |
tele and 2114942 Vickers are pris-i
! oners. |

B. |

i
\

t established in Toronto, Chatham,

Resolunons Wlll BePYesented

| Powder magazine.

14—The appointment |,

- | republics against the Bolsheviki.
| was also agreed to form'a joint army |

i
| Ontario Farmers Get
- Spring wat at Cost !gi

Government Has Bought 0,000 ‘
Bushelg for Distribution at {
75 a Bushel.

In order to increase as- much-
as possible the amount of land
devoted ‘- to the growing of
wheat the Ontario Department
of Agriculture has secured 50,-
000 bushels of spring wheat
from the Dominion grain com-
missioner, and this will be dis-
tributed among Ontario farmers
at cost, $2.76 'a bushel.

Distributing points have been

I| “Brampton, Lindsay and Wood-
Il stock. Farmers will be required
i| to pay freight from these ‘points,
{| unless a car lot is orderéd by.
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Large Convention is to Be
#Called in Toronto
This Month.

ACTING THRU PREMIER

to Dominion and Provin-
cial Governments.

Canada, thru a great convention, is
about to petition Bir Robert Borden
and his colleagues in the Union gov-
ernment to send a friendly ultimatum
to Rt. Hon. David Lloyd@ George and
the members of the imperlal govern-
ment.. The Dominion Government will
be asked to stipulate that not a
hushel of grain shipped to Great Bri-
tain shall be used during the continu-
ance of the war for the brewing of
beer or the manufacture of alecholic
beverages. It is claimed that the
adoption - of such a policy by Great
Britain would be equal to adding ‘10
per cent. or five hundred thousand
men to the strength of the British
army. dad

’I“he proposal to make such a con-
dition by the Dominion of Canada is
based on.a suggestion sent from a
Canadian officer at the front—Homer
G. }§rown. of the 94th Co., C. L. Co
B. E. F., who went from Toronto to
Join the imperial army, His letter
was received by a prominent member
of the Dominion Alliance execu-
tive at the Methodist General'
Conference offices, Queen street, T6-
ronto, and acted like a 'match to a
Copies of it
been furnished to temgemnce lee,}tllaé\;-:
thruout <Canada,” and @ momentous
convention which will take up the
proposition involved has been called.
At least a thousand delegates are ex-
pected. The convention will be held
in Massey Hall for three days—Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday, Feb.
26, 27 1and 28. It is esgpactai taat
Hon. N. W. Rowell, M.P., president
of the council, and other members
of the Union government, will ad-
dress the convention ‘mass meetings
and participate in the deliberations
of the committees.

To Choose Deputations.

The convention will appoint a re- |
presentative deplutation to present its |
reésolutions to the Dominion Govern-
ment with respect to the great ques-
tion of the wastage of Canadian
grain by the British liquor interests,
and a deputation to the Ontario Gov-
ernment regarding the best steps to |
be taken to increase the efficiency of |
the Ontario Tefnperance Act.

The arrangements “are being 'made
by a committee of which Rev. Ben
H. Spence is secretary,

The convention will - also receive
the annual reports of the’ Ontario
tranch of the Dominjon Alliance for
the total wuppression of the liquor |
traffic, and hold the annual election
of officers of that body.

CLEAR OUT BOLSHEVIKI.
London, Feb, 14, The Bund of
Berne reports the successful conclu-
sion of negotifkions at Eketerinoslav
to form a union of all southwestemn
It

to clear South Russia of Bolsheviki |

| U’OO:])S.
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TORONTO TODAY

ile Front in Champagne

AL c
Government Amnnounces its

Policy in Regard to
Farm Labor.

NO CONSCRIPTION

Classification ;f lﬁdustries of
Canada WIn Be Made by
War Trade Board. -

Ottasva, Feb. lé~—Subsequent to a
sitting of the cabimet councii the gov-
ernmeént shortly beéfore midnight gave
out an announcement as to its im-
metdiate policy in regard to labor. The
government will B0t conscript men for
farm labor under the Military Ser-

‘vice Aot, but will take fmmediate steps

to secure a ! ration and inven-
tory of gbom; power of the

minfon. . .
2A classification of the imausiries of
Canada will alsg be secured by the
new  war trade board. - 7

There . will. b no h tmoto rt:g:n of
coolie lakor at. present; w ex-
ception is takeén by the dabor mren, but
this matter may be given further con-
/sideration at a later date.- No deci-
sion has been reached in‘regard to the
conscription of alien labor. ¢

The .statement, which is the result
of the recent conference with labor
men ‘rom all parts of "Canada, is as
follows: o . : ‘

The most impnrtant question coneld-
ered  at the conference beiween the
war committee of the cabinet and re-
presentatives of orgamzed labor was
how to ¢ iige’ the -man-power of
“anads. 80 a3 % enable Camada to
maks e r sontrdbution to-
warda tne -successful iprosecution of
the war, .in men, foodstuifs, muhitions
and ships. Numerous re:present:{tionu
had been made to the government.

1. 'That men called out under the
Military Servics Act, but phynicany
unfit, should be conscripted for famn

T.
lnl;) That alien labor should be con-
ripted. . §
“3.2‘ That coolie labor should be im-
porited for agriculture and other es-
1 al industries. ;
“e?.t ’ That less eesential industries

0 be closed.
elﬂ‘s.“'l’.{‘lhat there should be compulsory
national  registration of the wman-
power and of the woman-power of the

country.c°muu.d With Labor.

On these questions the government
has had the full benefit of consulta-.
tion of the labor leaders who have
also submitted their recommendations
to the government. The government
has also had the benefit of the re-
commendations of the representatives
of the departments of agrieulture of
the several provinceés and after giving
careful consideration to these repre-
sentations, the government has reach-
ed the following conclusions:

Thru its representatives at the Ot-
tawa conference, Canadian labor has
expressed its unqualified disapproval
of any form of conscription for ser-
vice on the farms. The government,
after careful consideration of those
questions from all sides, is unable to
accept the view that men called out
under the Military Service Act,-but
physically unfit, should be conscripted
for farm labor. The state is un-
doubtedly entitled to command the
services of all its citizens in time of
national peril, dbut the government
recognizes that in addition to the ob-
jections so strongly urged by organ-
ized labor against industrial conscrip-
tion, compulsory service of indivdual
citizens for individual farmers in Can-
ada is impracticable. R

With regard to the possible con-
scription or other utilization of alien
labor, the proihlems involved are so
complex and different, especially from
it
has not as yet been possible to reach
a definite decision. It is fully expect-

ed that a conclusion will be reached {tenced to three years’ imprisonment. |in the main square, where a demon-

co-de- |

within the course of a few days, when
the government will be in possession

(Concluded on Page 2, Column 4).

ATTACKS FALL FLAT

AGAINST PREMIER

| and shrugging his shoulders, as}tho!
| to say it was hopeless to fight against|

British Commoners Pass Ad-
dress Without Division,
Opposition Collapsing.

BISHOP AND MODERATOR 1
. : RETURN. ¢

London, Feb. 14.—Bishop Richardson
of Fredericton, and Dr. John Neil, |
moderator, have reiurned from France. |

| They "have driven as often ‘as five |
| times -day to gatherings of Canadian |

soldlers but, despite the strenuous na-i
ture of their work, Dr. Neil says that |
it was the most inspiring experienee |
that he ever had.

London, Feb. 14.—Thru the adop-
tion tonight by the house of commons
of the address in reply to the speech
from the throne, which was accom-
plished without division, the attacks
against the government for the time
being have come to naught. Today's
debate was. on various subjects, in-
cluding th€ food question, brewing
and diplomacy. All hostile amend-

ments '‘against the premier’s address:

were either withdrawn or rejected.

TROTZKY AND

GERMANS QUARREL
AND FUTURE CONFLICT IS POSSIBLE

Peace Discussion Ended in

man Headquarters Considering Energetic
Measures.

Violent Outbreak, and Ger-

future conflict. 4
“That is why the conference

Russians,” says the correspondent.

Zurich, Fe’b. 14—The Munich, Bavaria, correspondent of The Neue
Augsburg Zeitung says he learns that the discussions at Brest-Litovsk
last Sunday between Dr. von Kuehimann, the German foreign secre-
tary; Count Czernin, the Austro-Hungarian minister of foreign affalrs,
end Leon Trotzky, the Bolshevik foreign minister, were
stormy and ended In a violent rupture which bore all the seeds:of a

at German main headquarters is \is-
cussing the eventuality of very energetic military measures against the

particularly

|

S,

New York, Feb. 14.—The National
Association of Manufacturers has dis-
fented from the proposal of a trade
‘boycott on Germany after the war, it
‘was announced tonight The question
was voted upon in a referendum sub-
mitted to its membors by ths chamber
of commerce of the United’ States. The
ballet .0f tho 1ssucia has been for-
warded to Washington. =

Disapproval of the boyoott’ plan'was
volosd by the association’s Wéard of
directors on Feb. 8 hefors th) referen-

A statement issued tonight by the
association explains the erse vote.

“Tha economic boycott proposed by
the referendum,” it said, “is an un-
warranted inperference in a matter of
international relations, the handling of
which- rests with the president and
congress: The creatior. of a boycov,

dum was submitted to_the membership. | 'wil

as outlinedr by the Paris conference of
1016, we. helieve to be at variance with
the sontiments of President Wilson ¢
stated in his address to congress o‘g
April 6, 1917. ¥

“We are but the champions of man-’
kind. "'We shall be satisfied when
those rights bave been made as scoure
as the faith and freedom of the na-
tiong can make them. W2 have ' no
Jealous of German greatness. We do
gotm,\:lsh to fight h;r'w;hh gm- .or
villing to_dssociate herselt with 1::\
and the uther peace-loving pations of
the world in covenants of justice and |
law and fair dealing, 3

“In view of these facis the ac
proposed by the chiambher of coOommerce
of the United States is, in our opinion,
not only futile, but vicious and meets
with ‘our unqualified disapproval.”

COURT-MARTIAL ON
“BOLD PRONOUNCES
PENALTY OF DENTH

Only Fifteen' Minutes’ Delib-
eration Necessary to Find

Bolo Guilty.
SPREAD PROPAGANDA

Accused Used Huge Sum to
"Corrupt - French
Newspapers.

Paris, Feb. 14.—Bolo Pasha has-been
convicted and sentenced to death for
treason. The prosecutor yesterday
asked the court to condemn him on
the fact that Bolo had received money
from Count von Bernstorff, (the for-
mer Gernmian ambassador at Wash-
ington, thru Adolph Pavenstedt, the
former head of the Amsinck banking
house - of New York, even tho the
{money was not used against France.

The court-martial deliberated for|
only 15 minutes.

Darius Porchere, an accountant,
{who was a co-defendant, was

sen- |

"ilippo  Cavallinie, another
fendant, who is under arrest in Italy, |
lwas sentenced to death, altho he is
{not within the court’s jurisdiction.

F Without the slightest tremor Bolo
| Pasha heard Col. Voyer, presi-,
dent of the courtmartial,

sentence of death upon him amid
an impressive silence in the court-
room. Merely shaking This head

| the odds, Bolo returned to his cell.

Awed by the soldiers with
bayonets, those who had gathered in
the courtroom refrained from ail de-
monstration, but the great crowds out-
side the court house emitted a ter-
rific, roar and cheer of approval as
word of the sentemce reached them,

sentéence of death found among the

An appeal will be entered on a tech-
nicalivy, but the general
comment heard in legal,
and political eircles fs:
| death, Boloism will die”™

‘rend of
journalistic
“With Bolo's

g

l diegts charged

fixed y

plainly showing the favor which the |

French people. \

BHUSSELS PROTEST
IGHNST GRS
LEAIS TO AT

START TODAY TO ROUND
UP DRAFT DEFAULTERS

No Man Apparently of
Age of Class One
-Should Be Out With-
out Papers Showing
Why He is Not in:
Uniform.
Toronto men, whether single or mar-
ried, who appear # be of tho'ages of
the men lable for service under the

first call of the. Military Seirvice Act
will protect themselves froni a  lot of

| trouble by always carrying with them

papers .to prove their right to be
dressed in civillan ciotnes, because
starting toflay officers of the Dominion
Police, - acting under authority of the

| department of justice, will commence

U.S. MANUFACTURERS VETO
GERMAN BOYCOTT AFTER WAR
-Acti:)n of iChamBer of Commérce of Unfted

States Is Denounced As Futile
' and Vicious.

to arrest men who carnnot show satis-
factory proof why they are not in
khaki. % . i :

No militafy defaulter, or mar who
cannot prove he is not eone, will be
safe from arrest, no matter what tle
time ot day or night or where he is.
On Dbeing taken into custody a man
will not be released until his stand- -
ing In -regard to the draft act js
proved or found out. even if in order
ito do this it is necessary to keep him
in custody for 24 houws.

Once tak:n into custody thé police
will see that every eoffort is being
made to bring abou: his release at
the earliest possible momnient,  this
being accomplished by telephoning, -
telegraphing or sending by inessenger
for the proof or papers nccessary. 'I'he
government will spare no expense in
securing such information as quickly
a8 pussible. Of course, if such in-
formation or proof is not found .the
man taken into custody will be made
u member of the- overseas forces if of'
the proper physical gualifications. ;
) Necessary Pagers. .

. To avoid arvest a man must be arm<
#d with papers as follows:

_If in class one, an exemption. permit,
Il the case of a man who has beéen
exenipted temporarily 2nd is awaiting
a notification to. repcrt to his regi-
ment, the police authorities will be
able! to verify this by looking up his "
papers at the registrar's office, :

If above class one and marrizd, his
irx;u'u'\rla.ge license or a certified copy of

If above class one and single, a cer-
tified copy, of birth certificate.

If a United States citizen—either &
United States military registration
card, or United States vcitizenship
papers. £ e iy

In the case of a man clalming to he
a United States citizen and not hav-
ing papers to prove it, he will be held
in "custody pending the receipt of a
report from the United States consul.
The foregoing rules will also apply te
al] those claiming to be of other na<
tionalities than British. ;

Suppression of Belgian De-
monstration Results in

Several Deaths,
MAGISTRATES SEIZED
' All 'Tribunals U;ite in De-

cision to Goon .

Strike.

Amsterdam, Feb, 14.—Les Nouvelles
(Maastricht) reports that the Belglan
Government having ordered the Bel-
gian judges in the occupied territory
Lo prosecul? all activists guilty of
having announced tle fall of the king’'s
government and of proclaiming auto-
nomy in Flanders, the three presidents
of the Brussels court of cassation
placed under arrest Plerre, Tock and
Dr, August Borms, leaders of the
actlvist movement. The Germans im-
mediately hastened to the palace of
justice in ,Brusss2ls and airested the

| three presidants, at the same time re-
ilf-asing Tock and Bonns.
{'wpreed. like wildfire, and delegates re-

The news
presenting 600 Brussels societies met

stration of thousands of persons was
heing carried out. The police and sol-
and fired upon tha
crowds, several soldiers and clvilians
being killed or wounded.

The tiiree magistrates were sent to
i Germany. Later the court of cuagsa-
ition met and decided to resign in 2

Pronounce .4y if the three magistrates were not

i released. All- the Belgian tribundls
| have united and deciffed to strike. The
| Belglan people everywhere, according
to this report, are in a state of ex-
treme indignation against the Flemish
inhabitants. .
Pro-German Flemings.

London, Feb. 14.—A fenv weeks ago
| “the council® of Flanders” resolved
{ upon the complete independence of
| Flanders and decided to hold new
| elections, which ar: nhow in progress,
| altha a majority of the people have re-
| frained frcin voting:
Very little is kaown of the members
| of the councH, as no names have been
published, but according to advices
from Belgian sources it consists of
men seclected by the Gérman CGovern-
ment. The elections are part of the
German . propaganda to sover. the
Flemings from the Walloons.

Burden on. Men. /

That the men apprehended must
shoulder the burden of producing sat-
isfactory evidence to show why thiey
are not inm khaki, and that failing,. it
being” found the contrary shall be
“conclusively preswmed,” is shown by
Section 14 of the Military Service Act,
which reads as follows: :

“If in any mrosecution under this
act any question shall arise .of the.
matters hereinafter mentioned, the
burden of the proof, shall be upgn the
person charged, to establish by satis-
factory evidence:

- “A—That he does ‘hot come within
any specified class called out.

“B—That he has duly reported in
accordance with Section 4.

“C—That he comes within any of
the exceptions set out in the schedule
thereto. . :

“D—That he-has been duly exempted
under Section IL :

“And in the absence of such evi-
dence, the contrary shall be conclus-
ively presumed.”

There 'were 61 men apprehended by
the Dominion . police in Toronto dis+
trict. during the past week. Of these
46, after being interviewed, were re-
leased on production of satisfactory
evidence and 15 were placed on active
military service. There was a total |
of 136 investigations.

LENS AGAIN TARGET
- FOR CANADIAN RAID

{Some Germans Killed, Pris-
i

oners and Machine Guns

Taken.

London, Feab. 14.-—~The following of-
ficial, communication was issued by
the war office this evening: ?

“Early this morning the enemy’s
trenches at l.ens again were raided
successfully by the Canadian troops.-
A number; of Germans  were killed
and a few prisoners and two ‘machine ¢
guns were captured.. The raiding
party returned to our 'lines without
loss.

“Several other prisoners @ were
brought in during the day by our’
patrols. v X

“On the southern portion of eur

front there. was some hostile artil-
lery activity teay in the neighbor-
hood of the Somchez River”
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