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N(JTE8 ON THE I'ISHKKIKS UI' THE PACIFIC COAST.

The result of this ventnre is thus described in the I'.xnminif nf .lime 10:

285

"The IInIi war wliieli hax been agitating the liieal llKlii>rnii'n I'lii' the ]iaNt ten days is now over
for (lie present. Cupt. I>. .lolinHim, nt Ihe scliiinner h'hniiiil, whu ranie down from ihe nortliern
waters with a eurgo of halllmt, lias sold out, and it will he IIn e. or si\ weeks before he will lie

back Willi another load. Wlieii the /•./irmii//! cargo arrivi'd h.ililmt w lis retailing at L'5 < int» a
poniid, iind it n as searce at that, (.'iiptain .lohnson ollered to Mill nil his llnh to the ri.'<lierinen's

I'nion at a very small price, liiit they would not iiceept it, and the eiiptain opeind np a llsh

market on the ileek of the sehooner, selling retail at •'> eeiils a poiiiid. lie kepi two men biiMV
entting up the tish for rnHtoiners, and in live days the whole nirgo of 7."),l)()(l poiindH was milii.

When the Italian lisheiiiieii heard the Klwniid was eomiiig w itii n eargo of lialiliiit they illlonned
the cnstoms ofllelals that the sehiioner was I'oniing down the riiaHt with opiiiiii. 'fliat inloriiia-

tion was sent to the sound, and when the Ehviiml was'passing Cape flattery a revenue entter
o verb ail led her, but only tisli and lie were found on Iioard. When the \ eNNel tied np lit I he dock
the health inspectors were informed that she had acargo ol rotten llsh. and an inspei tor was
sent to her at once, but he bmiglit Ihe largest IIhIi he could Iind and took it home for liis own
table. .None of the lish-dealers dared handle the lialilnit for fear of being boycotted liy tlie

local men, and Captain .lohnson was furced to open a market or throw the llsh overboard.
"As soon as he began to sell the local men got into their boiits and every net.iii San Kranclseo

was set for fish. They hoped to make a good >'atcli and glut Ihe market, but luck was against
them and they returned almost empty. There was conKei|iiently a big demand for hiililinl. and
now the schooner is cleared of her cargo. The local lishermen say that another cargo shall not
lie sold in San hYiineisco."

Parallchthys callfoniiotis. Ilulihul. Cnmnioiily sold under the nauio of halibut.

Psettichthys melanostlctus. i^ole. Only a few seen.

Pleuronectes Btellatus. I'loiiiidir. This was the most abundant and eonstant lloundcr in the

markets. Knorinous i|iiautitios were observed only (i or 7 inches long. The largest weighed

about 16 pounds. Aluch the largest part of the llatllslies which reach the San I'riiucisco

markets is caught by steam vessels fishing with paranzellus off the ninuth of Drake Kay.

Ill iuldition to fl.sli pioper, a voiy L'-Ktcihsivc tiadt' i.sdono in other finlieiy piodncts

in tlie San l"'rim<;i.sco nuirkets. In fact, the value of tlie niolhi.sks, cru.staeeivn.s, and

reptiles which enter into the tish trade of the city is greater than that of the liish.

The fi>lh)\viii}j: prodiictH, which constitute all the ]uiii<ripal economic a(|uatic objects

additional lo tish, were observed in the nnirkeUs in greater or less abnndance;

MOLLi;.SKS.

Ommastrephes tryoul. Squid. Consumed chiefly by the (Miincso, although also eaten by natives of

southern Europe. On one occasion a I'ortugnese woman was seen to take a small fresli sipiid

from a counter, bite off its bead, and devour it with a)ipareiit gusto!

Octopus punctatus. Oviopim; !)fril-li«li. Usually exposed for sale by suspending from hooks in the

stalls or at the doors of markets. Katen by ('hinese.

Ostrea rufa. Xalire ftyntcr; I'tilifnrxiii OtiHirr. Sells for iflt to $t jier bushel. The flavor is "coppery,"

and the oyster can not lie relished by one not accnstomed to it.

Ostrea virglnioa. Juislrni Oynter. The anuiial sali s are over 100,000 bnshcls, valued ut about .f I per

bushel. The sujiply comes from San Francisco Hay, and depends wholly on seed and |daiits

brought from the Kast.

Tapes Btamiuea. Ilnrd Vlam.
f

Mya arenaria. Soft Clam.

Modiola capaz. Miiisel. \ ''-'

CRUSTACEANS.

Cancer magister. This was the only crab seen in the marhets. It weighs from 1 to 4 pounds, the

average being Ij or 2 pounds. Next to oysters, it is the most valuabh,' of the invertelirato prod-

ucts. The annual siles amount to 1,200,000 to 2,000,000 crabs, having a viiliio of 5 to 7 cents

each. The supply is largely from Sau Francisco Hay.

Panulirus iaterruptus. Crawjinh ; Lobnter. Reference to the spiny lobster will l)e found in a separate

chapter. The name crawfish, by which this is often called, is an unfortunate misnomer.


