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America, that the active provincials have taken courage, and ac-

complished what in contemplation would have appeared morally

impossible. Gen. Burgoyne sailed from hence ten weeks ago for

Canada with four thousand Brunswickers and seven or eight regi-

ments ; Lord Howe in I he Eagle about a month, and the first divi-

sion of Hessians, consisting of eight or ten thousand, about a fort-

night before him. Gen. Howe, his brother, with nine thousand was

at Halifax the beginning of April. The second division, ('tis said,)

will sail this week, consisting of four thousand, which completes

the whole number of foreign troops. The whole of the regular

army on the continent will not be short of forty thousand men. It

is surprising what little seeming effect the loss of American orders

has on the manufactories; they have been in full employ '. /er

since the dispute arose ; stocks are not one jot lessened, the people

in general little moved by it ; business and amusements so totally

engross all ranl;s and orders here that administration finds no difi-

culty on that score to pursue their plans. The general disapproba-

tion of that folly of independence which America now evidently

aims at, makes it a difficult part for her friends to act.

By letters from Salem to the 16th April I find they were in a

quiet state there, and hugging themselves in the fatal error that

government had abandoned the design of reducing them to obedi-

ence. Six vessels laden with refugees are arrived from Halifax,

amongst whom are R. Lechmere, I. Vassal, Col. Oliver, Treas-

urer Gray, et'.. Those who bring property here may do well

enough, but for those who expect reimbursement for losses, or a

supply for present support, will find to their cost the hand of charity

very cold ; the latter may be kept from starving, and beyond that

their hopes are vain. " Blessed is he (saith Pope) that expecteth

nothing,for ha shall never be disappointed ;" nor a more interesting

truth was ever uttered.

I find my finances so visibly lessening, that I wish I ''
'>iJd re-

move from this expensive country, (being heartily tired of it,) and

old as I am, would gladly enter into a business connection anywhere

consistently with decency and integrity, which I would fain pre-

serve. The use of the property I left behind mc I fear I shall never

be the better for ; little did I expect from affluence to be reduced

to such rigid economy as prudence now exacts. To beg is a mean-
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