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Uritain rt'licil on Vaiii-oiivcr's ii.irrativi;. There was im altiriiiative

cviilenee that the iiej<i)tiat:irs had it helore them, thllll^h It was

|)(jsslble." ( We, British siihje<ts. by a loiiphuency that has lust

us all sense of the iniputleni e that would have made it intolera-

blc, and alnidst ini redihie e\ie|)l as between the I'liited States

and (Ireat liritain ; have listened all our lives to a su^jnestiiin

that, after sending \'ano()uver to make a survey of this i-oast,

—

as thorough as was either neressary, or practical without the use

of steam-|)ower to explore the intricate ehannels, rendered dan-

gerous by the strength of the titles— ISritish statesmen had not

sense enough to use the information in the negotiations that fol-

lowed. )
•• He then eritici/ed the evidence in detail, relying in

particular on the argument that Sir Charles liagot, in contradic-

tion to V.mcouver's narrative, supposed that Portland ('hannel

might lead to a large navigable river."

It aj)pears to be a marked characteristic of the mental atti-

tude of the Canadian representatives, to have an absolute reliance

upon the integrity of the Russian and American claims, and none

whatever upon the business ability, or perhaps even the honesty

of the British. It is quite likely Sir Charles Bagot and others

had sufficient knowledge of the business they were conducting,

while the ollicial staff would be permanent enough to insure

continuity of information ; unless we must credit British officials

with almost asinine stu])idity, Vancouver's sur\ey nade it impos-

sible they should have any illusions respecting the insignificant

back-water the Tribunal has dignified with the name of Portland.

That Bagot should have thought the Channel of the treaty might

lead to a large navig.ible river, far from proving the British igno-

rant of the physical features o.'' the coast they were dealing with,

unites with other evidence, to prove it impossible that the Chiin-

nel Count Nesselrode described as ha\iiig " I' iiri;iinc dans les

terres" and which all parties to the Treaty were satislied touched

the coast of the continent between the 55° and 56^ of north lati-

tude ; could have been the Jnh/, that M. Matusevich des<ribed

as ^'piissc se termine dans /' interieiire dc la tcrre fernie," and w hich,


