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This laft defeat of the enemy gave the finiihing

blow to the hopes they had formed of regaining

pofTeflion of South Carolina^ and infpired the:

friends of the Britifh government with a deter-

mination to exert themfelves inobviating all at-

tempts on the part of the difaftcdted. To this

purpofe they feized, in conformity with the direc-

tions of Lord Cornwallis, on the arms of thofe who
lay under fufpicion of enmity, and kept a watchful

eye on all their motions*

The loyal party in North Carolina were alfo di-

rected on this occalion to take up arms and aflemble

immediately, in order to apprehend the moll vio-

lent among their opponents, and to take poflcffion of

»11 their military ftores and magazines, and at the

fame time to intercept all ftragglers from the routed

army. To encourage them in the execution of
thefe orders. Lord Cornwallis propofcd without

lofs of time, to iidvance with his whole army to

their fupport.

This was the more nccelTary, as notwithfianding

their late defeat, the American officers were exert-

ing the utmoft induftry to repair their fliaitercd

army. As the remains of it were much fuperior in

number to the Britifh forces at Camden, and in the

environs of that place. Lord Cornwallis was ob-

liged to ufe the utmofl circumfpcdtion in all his

movements. The fick and wounded in his army
were verv numerous, and the rcdudtion of llrcnQ-tli

he had fuffered, though fmall in comparifon to the

greainefs of the vid:ory of which it had been the

price, difabled him for a time from improving ifi

ill a manner adequate to its importance, and cor-

refponding with the plan he had formed, and would
have executed, had circumftances been favourable

to his iii'^ivity*
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