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the tourist can he directed to them from any of the settlements

and stations along the line of the Crow's Nest Pass railway,

which has brought the great undisturbed game country
within easy reach of the sportsman.

So (iiuch for the sport of the prairies. We have now
skimmed over the great grassy sea, touching briefly on the

most prominent of the many localities to choose from, the

intention being merely to give the stranger a few hints of

the wonderful resources of the country from a sporting point

of view.

Lying in the little tent beside the chosen water, on the first

night of his jaunt, the sportsman whiifs the last pipe, and his

gaze tries in vain to pierce the gathering mists and shadows
creeping over the " level waste and rounding gray " of appar-

ently illimitable prairie. Before him stand the tall battalions

of I'ushes marking the boggy shores of the lake, dark and
mysterious, like a shadowy wall. The air is filled with the

rush of swift wings, as the restless fowl scurry hither and
thither ere settling down. A strange but, to him, wondrous
sweet melody of cries conies with the lazy breeze. The bonk
of goose, the (|uack of mallard and the chatter and gabble of

unseen hosts, are the last sounds his ears detect as he drifts

into the shadowland, with a golden pi-omise of glorious sport

with the dawn. The promise will be well fulfilled, for those

same weii-d cries and the hum of wings will begin ere the early

breaking of the northern day ; and when night again falls

there will be no a])parent diniinution of the winged army, but

be will have a well-filled bag, such as can only be made in this,

the sportsman's El Dorado.

It should not be forgotten that many of the lakes and
streams of the i)rairies are stocked with fine fisli, including

maskinonge, pike, pickerel, etc., and they furnish a pleasant

change of occupation during weather too warm for gam«' to

keep, or when it is desirable to give gun and rifle a rest.

Camping outfits, conveyances, helpers and everything
necessary for a hunt-

ing exclusion upon
the plains can be
readily secured at

Winnipeg, and the

sportsman need not

burden himself with
' anything beyond his

personal effects. He
'^v, can enjoy an unsur-

J
passed train service

so long as he follows

the railway, a n d
should he diverge

from the line, tbere

are no hfirdships to

be inidergone beyond what are suflficient to give a spice of

adventure to the experience of a holiday in the wilds.

Next to be considered are the "Rockies" along the main
line of the Canadian Pacific, the first of the five ranges lying

between the great prairie l)elt and the Pacific Ocean. Over
5<K) miles of the grandest scenery nuist be passed ere the west-

ern sea is reached, and nearly all of this chaos of mountains
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