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th»!m a proHHuru on lln! AiutTlcan {îdvcrnnH-nt

for Ui<! ptirpoK»; of prcv» lUitiK thc uduiiHHion of

(îiinadiun coal aiul nuit into tlio Anuricau
markrt, ami from tliat I havc no dotiht came
t,h«i wil^ulrawal by Hic Am<;riiiin('onui»iHHioiK'rH

of Uieir «)n'<'r. VVhcn uiy hoi». fricnd from

Bothw«!ll [Mr. MillH] Haid last Hchbïoii, << thcri-

Koen thc Canadian National l'olioy," hc was
little awarc «if thoconKi;(|Uc'n<('H of thc rooklcHK

course hc had takcn [hcar, h<'ar'l. Hon. ^çcntlt-

mcn inay hiu^'h, but thcy will tind itno lau^h-

inK mat ter. Thc pcoplc of Canada, hoth Eant

and West, will hold to strict accouut thosc wlio

«cted HO iinpatriotically in this mattcr, llndor

thoHo circiin»Ht«n( es, Mr. Hpcakcr, I fclt my-
«elf powcrIcKH, and when the American C'om-

misKioncrH nuide thoir last oflcr, whiih i« now
in tho Trcaty otferinp rcciprocity in fishcricH,

that Canailiana should lish in American watcrs,

and that Americana kIiouIcI tiHh in Canadian
waterB, and that lish andlÎHh oil Hhoiildbc reci-

procally frcc, and that if on arbitrution it

wcre foiind that thc bargain waH an unjiist

ono to (Canada, and Canada did not reçoive

«ufticlcnt conipenKation for hcr fishoriws by

that arrangement, it was romittcd to Hcr
MaJesty'H Government to say what should be

done, and a» it will besceu by the hiKt sentence

of thc protocol, "Tho •nbject wns fiirthcr dis-

"cuRBcd in the conierenicH of April 18(h and
" loth and thc Hritish Conimissioncrs having
rcforrcd the last proposai to thc Oovernment,
"and recyved instructions to acccpt it, the

"Trcaty articles, 18 to 25, wcre agrecd to at

"tho Conférence on the 2:5r(l of April." Tlitis

then it occurred that thèse articles from 18 to

2.'» are portions of the Trcaty. Ono of thèse

articieii réserves to Canada tlu; right of adop-

tion or rejcction and it is for this l'arliamciit

now to say Avhcthcr nndcr ail tho circum-

«tances it should ratily or rejcct them. 'J"li9

papers that havc hcen laid bcfore the llou.sc

show ^/llat was the opinion of the Canadian
(Tovcrnmcnt. IJnder présent circumstanccs

of that (lucstion, the Canadian Government
believe that it is for thc interest of Canada to

acccpt thc Trcaty, to ratify it by législation.

[Hcar, licar.] They bclievc it is for tho

interest of Canada to accept it, and they arc

more inclincd to believe it from the fact

which I must say bas surprised me, and siir-

prisi'd luy colleagues, and bas surprlscd tiie

country—that the portion of the Trcaty which
was suppo.scd to be most unpopulav und inost

prejudicial to the interests of the Maritime
Provincos bas provcdto bc the Icastunpopular.

[Hcar, hcar. ] Sir, I could not bave antit iiiatcd

that the American fishcrmi n, who wjrc oiîcn d
the advantages of Hsliing in our waters would
be toa man, opposed to thc Trcaty as in-

flictingupcn thcm a great injury. I couhi not
havc anticipated that the fisliermen of thc

llaritime Trovinces who, at iirst expresscd
hostility, would now, with a few exceptions,
be anxious for its adoption. [Hcar, hcar.] In
iewing thèse articles of the Trcaty, T would
caH the considération of the House to thc fact

that their scopo andaim hâve been greatly mis-

reprpHcntod by that portion of the Cunudi»»

prcHH which is opiwmed to tl.e prcmnt (JoTcrn-

ment. It hiis bc n allcdgcd tu bc an iguomi-

nous mU' «>f the projtcrty of Canada, u bkrt«!rin«

away of the territorial rightsof this country for

money. Sir, no allégation could l)c more uttcriy

unfound(d than this. (Hcai.hear.) It i« no

more a transfcr and sale of thc territorial

rights of Canada than was thc trcaty of 1864.

The very busis of this trcaty 's rcciprocity.

[Hcar, hcar]. To bo sure it does not go as far and

cnibracc as many articles as the trcaty of 1864.

I am sorry for it. I foughtliard that it «hould

be so, but the tcrms of this Trcaty are UrniH of

reciprocity, and the very (irst clauHc ought to

be suflh ient évidence upon tliat point, for it

déclares that Canadians shall bave tho sam*

right to luh in American waters, that Amcricani

will havc under the Trcaty to tishin Canadian

waters. Truc it nuiy bc said thut our llshcrie»

are more valuable than theirs, but that does

notaffectthe principle, The principle in this

—

that we werc trying *o make a reciprocity ar-

rangement and going as far in the direction of

rcciprocity as possible. The principle 18 th«

same in cach case, and as regards the Trcaty

that has been ncgotiatcd it is not «onfincd t«

reciprocity in the use of the inshon; fisheriei

of the two countrics. It prt)videK that the

prodncîts of the tisheries of the two nations,

fis}» oil as vvcll as lish, shall be interchanf»

free. Thc only departure from the princ

of riciprocity in the présent trcaty is tho
\

vision, that if it .shall befound that Can(ida had
made a bad bargain and had not receivcd

a fuir compensation l'or wliat she gave; if

it 8hall be fonnd that whilc thcre was rc-

ciprocity as to the cnjoymi nt of rights and
privilèges, thcrc was not truc niciprocity

in value, then the dill'erence in value

should lie asccrfciincd and jiaid to thi«

tîountry. [Hiar, hcar]. Now if thcrc is any-

llilng approaching to thc dishonourabh! and

the dcgradii;g in thèse proposais I do not know
the meaning of thoso terms. [Hcar, hcar.]

This provision may not be onc that will mect
the acccptance of the country, but I say that

the manner in which it bas been chavactcrizcd,

is a wilful and dcliberatc use of languagc;

which the i)artiis cmploying it did not believe

at the timc tob(^ uccuratc, and to which thcy

rcsortcd for political reasons, and in ordcr

to croate misapprchonsions in thc country.

Sir, thcre was m) humiliation. Canada would

not toh rate an act of humiliation on thc part

of its Government. England would neithcr

advise nor ])ermit one of her fiiitlifiil colonien

to be dograded and cast down [cheors]. But it

is said that the Ainerican riKhcriis areofno
value to us. They are notas valuable as our»

it is truc, but still they bave a substantial

value for us in this way—that the exclusion of

Ciinadian fishermcn from the American coaRt

iisherics would bave been a loss to the fishing

intirosts of the Maritime Provinces, and I will

tell yon why. It is quite true that thc mac-
keral fisliery, which is the most valuable fish-

ery on thèse coasts, belongs chiefly to Canada,
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