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strange vicisedtudes, and his political opinions had undergone serious

changes. He lefl Ireland because failure had waited upon folly

;

but then we can imagine he was oblivious to every recollection

but the self-evident ono of failure. He returned, too, not only

because wisdom had been crowned with success, but because

he could think of his prerious failure, if not with complacency,

at least without either regret or shame. On both occasions he

was equally sincere, and perhaps even when he was most wrong

he was most in earnest. It was not, however, as a private, much
less as an obscure individual, that he was required to re-visit

his native land. He did so by command of the Queen's represen-

tative, as a Commissioner from Canada. He did so, further-

more, as a member of the Executive Council for the purjK>se

of joining his colleagues in conference with the representatives of

Her Majesty's Government. When last in Ireland he took the

op|X)rtunity of publicly explaining to his countrymen the true

position, actual and comparative, of the Irish race in America. The

force and originality of the statements and opinions contained in

liis eloquent and celebro \ Wexford speech, attracted unusual

attention. Tlie press a .. public men of Great Britain and Ireland

had much to say of the speaker and his speech ; and no wonder,

for recent events have taught them, and us, that there was in what

he said prophetic, as well as philosophic, truth.

In his personal appearance, Mr. McGec is what our portrait

represents him to be. The photographer aud the sunbeam seem to

have understood one another admirably, when they turned Mr.

McGee upside down in the camera; for he has come out of the

trial with incomparable exactness. The shadows of the outward

man have been caught with felicitous accuracy. The intellectual

man, if reproduced at all, must be reproduced by resorting to a

process analogous to that which has been observed by the artist

with respect to the physical man. Light from without enables us

to see what Mr McGee is naturally. Light from within must enable

us to see what he is intellectually. The mirror work of his mind is

reflected in his words, and they who would examine its brightness,

must do so in the pages of his writings.

The great gifts of genius which Divine Providence occasionally

bestows, are, we believe, conferred as special trusts, for special uses.


