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man of real property or good charader was to be found. The

progrefs of Contention has fomething that animates even the

moft indifferent, and forces them to be decided in their condiidt.

Such was the cafe in America. The popular cry increafing,

made thofe who had formerly feen no right i 'omplain, imagine

that they were aggrieved j and men of reputation, who dared

not to think for themfelvcs, wPre refolved to fliew they did not

want apprehenfion, when fo many were groaning under bur-

thens, which they pretended were unable to be borne. When

thefe Men were obtained, it was an eafy thing to forward the

views of thofe whom every poflible change of Government

could not alter for the worfe j Men whofe circumftances had

nothing to fear from Fortune, and whofe manners were never

calculated for the peaceful duties of private life; Men, Sir,

who hold forth in popular AfTcmblies ; who can difcolour

Truth, can manage the Multitude by their Eloquence, and

drefs out Vice in the ornaments of Virtue. I repeat it, Sir, that

when the harangues of fuch Men are tolerated in any Govern-

ment whatever, it muft be fatal j for while they are rioting in

all the exceffes of Licentioufnefs, they imprefs on the minds of

the People the idea that they are Slaves. I am not wrong

when I alTert, and I appeal to every Man who has applied him-

fclf to American affairs to bear witnefs of my aflertion, that

Men of this charafter firff laid the foundation of the prefent Re-

bellion


