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of it to M. Garcia Conde an active and intelli-

gent engineer. ' '

'

The old road from Mexico to Xalapa iind

Vera Cruz, passed along the elevated plains of

Apa, without touching the great town of Pucbla

de los Angeles; and this is the road described

by the Abbe Chappe in his journey to Califor-

nia, in which that philosopher determined

several points by barometrical measurements *.

The indigenous merchandizes and productions

Were then conveyed from Mexico to Perote and

Xalapa^ by the dike which separates the lakes of

Tezcuco and San Christobal; by Totolfcingb

and Teotihuacan; and by the old field of battle

of Otumb^, the Inn of Irolo, Apa, Pi6dras Ne-

gras, S. Diego, Hongito, Vireyes and '^epeya-

cuftlco. They reckotied by this rostd, 43 leagues

from Mexico to Perote, and 74 from Mer.ico t6

Vera Cruz. At that period, and even till 1705,

two days were taken to go from the capital to

Puebla^ making a large circuit towards the

north west by Otumba and Irolo, ahd iftclining

from thence to the south east by Po^uetoi^,

Tnfhbacaretas, and San Martin. At last, under

the viceroysbip of the Marquis de Brancifotte,

8 new and very short road was opened by the

Venta de Chalco, the small chain of p^ofpltyritic

nkountain^ of Gotdova, Tesihduco^, dndOcbt-
'/i "\i.i:
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