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years committed many cruelties, and the natives fre-

quently retaliate by making excurfions among theni,

or murdering all they meet with at a diftance from the

forts, and in the interior part of the ifland.

(4.) The Maldives. The Maldivia iflands, fo called

from Male, the chief of them, which is the rcfidence

of their kingy He about four hundred miles fouth weft

of Ceylon and Cape Comorin. They extend from

4 dtg. S. to 8 dcg. N. latitude ; and are about 609
miles in length, and upwards of 100 in the broadeft

part. They are faid to be 1000 in number, but many
of them are only large hillocks of fand, and from the

barrennefs of the foil, are uninhabited. The whole
country is divided into 1 3 provinces, calkd Attolons,

each of which contains many fmall iflands, and is of

a circular form, about 100 miles in circumference.

Thcfe provinces all lie in a line, and are feparatcd

from each other by channels, four of which are navi-

gable for large fliips ; but are very dangerous, On ac-

count of the amazing rocks that break the force of the

fea, and raife prodigious furges. At the bottom of

thefe channels is found a fubftance like white coral,

which, when boiled in cocoa^water, greatly rcfembles

fugar. The currents generally run eaft and weft al-

ternately fix months, but the time of the change is un-
certain V and fometimes they change from N. to S.

The climate is exceeding fultry, this country lying near

the equinoxial line on both fides : the nights, however,

. are tolerably cool, and product heavy dews that are re-

frefliing to the trees and vegetables. Their winter

commences in April, and continues till October, during
which they have perpetual rains, with ftrong eafterly

winds, but never any froft. The fummer begins in-

October, and continues fix months, during which time

the winds are eafterly, and the heat is fo exceffive as-

fcarce to be borne, there not being any raia through-

out that feafon.

In general thefe iflands are very fertile, and produce
great quantities of millet, and another grain much like

it, .of both which they have two harvefts every year.


