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any ufttioii. IJut, whilst pmlVsiiinj,' grout ri':*pcct fiir

the i)eu|)k' iimi lor the (JcfvcriinuMU of tlio I'liiiLMl

8tatc3, 1 coiilcss that 1 lio not like thyir political

institutions. I have uuiny t'ricmls iti America, luul I

hnve spent some time there my'*, lu their military

service, lull 1 left America a greater Cuntulian than

ever. And I say, Sir, that I deem the action taken

by certain foreigners here, in getting up a petition,

which has perhaps hern liroiighl into more pioniincn'

notice than it was entitled lo, exceei'.ingly un-

happy, and I know that I speak t!ic sentiments (ifmy

constituents when I say so. These foreigners have

received every h(>:*)dlaiity, ondliavc lieen treated with

respect and liberality in this t'olony ;
they ciijuyed

nil the rights and privileges to which they would
have been entitled in their own country, end perhaps

more ; they have acted foolishly towards the tiag

thai sheltered them, and have abused the hospitality

which has been extinded to them in petting up this

petition. If any lirilish snhjects signed it, I consider

them unworthy of the name; they would be better in

the chain-gang.
I must refer once njifain to the Hon. Member for

Victoria City. He said that patriotism war. dead in

this Colony; that interest and self-interest vas para-

mount, and that th-' dollar was supreme, and v/as the

only i>atriotism. [Dr. Hehucken—" W'hai ? what?
I .«aid nothing of the kind.'] I maintain that the

words were us«l, and \ say that the Hon. Member
misunderstood or misrepresented the feelings of the

people of this Colony in saying so. It is, perhaps,

niibecoining in me. who have not the stake in the

Countr id who have not the strtus, domestic,

monetftij , or political, of most other gentlemen round

this Council Hoard, and who have, comparatively

speaking, but lately come lo tlie Colony, to express

an opinion; hut nevertheless I dosa; that patriotism

is not dead in this Colony, and that the people are as

patriotic, noble, and generous-hearted as any other

people in the "orld.

lion. Mr. llclmcken—Sir, I rise to a question of

privilege. I cannot allow the Hon. Member to make
a speech about something I did not say without cor-

recting him. I said that this <'olouy had no luve for

Canada; the bargain for love could not be; it <-an

only be the advancemei't of material interests which
will lead to union.

Hon. Mr. t arrall— I maintain, Sir, that I have not

in any way exaggerated what the Hon. gentleman did

say: and I conclude by saving that the people of

Itritish Columbia arc loyal, honourable, and true, and
when they give their adhesion to the Dominion Ihey

will uphold the British Hag, as they always have been

upheld

—

•'Tlie tliiK timt huH ItrnvtH.! a lh'iu«mi<l ye-iri

Till' LiiitilvHiiJ tilt' luei'zc."

The Hon. Ma. AI-SKtN, Registrar General, said :—
»Sir, I should not have ri-^en lo attemiU to nuike a

speech at this late hour, bad it not been from the pecu-

liar position which I occupy in this Council, a!id I tVc'

that ! ought to apologise for detaining the lltmsc.

even for a few minutes, after the very exhaustive ar-

guments on both sides have been heard with such
patient attention.

As I am neither one of t'ne Kxetntive, nor a Repre-

sentative Meml)er of this Ho,.se, I have to satisfy my
own conscience, and as it is probable I may not have
another opportunity of expressing my opinion on the

principle of ('(uifederation with Canada, I must
leave to say a few words.

It will be unnecessary to fidlow up thr subject at

any 'ength, as I believe thai the principle of Confed
cration lia.s bren virtually conceded. I give the Hon.
Member tor Victoria I>i<trict all the credit that may
be due for the consistent way in which he has agitated

this question for years past, and probably the reason

why the matter wa.-i not earlier brought to a successful

issue through that agitation, was that either \.:? did

the right thing in the wrong way. or that Us lived

before his time. From ItiOT to the present lime, the

question has been discussed in successive sessions of

the Council, and it has been declared in elfect that,

at some future time, t'onfi'eralion would be of ad-

vantage to this Colony. The Imperial (iovernment
have now spoken out unmistakeably in the matter,

and have decided thai C<)nfederalion shall take place.

It seems that tlicfse who have the power lo shape the

di'.-liiiii"' of tin-* C(douy have tiecided that it is to take

It pitrl in the great scheme of Confedeiation of the

Ilriii-h N'orlh Aiui-riran Colonies, and have not hesi^

talt'd to throw llu'whuh weight of their eunrmous in-

fliU'Mci' in till' scale to etficl ibis object ; the Canadian

jmrt of their scheme; nuil last, though not least, a
large portion of the people of ihi.s Colony cry aloud
for it. as n panacea for all their ills. Howning Street

has not hesitated to guide and control the opinions of
Her .Majesty's Servants in this Colony. Whether this

he wise or prudent (»n the part of the Secretary ot

State for the. Colonies, in view of the present consti-

tution of this Colony, it is not for me to say, but it is

of no use blinding our eyes to the fact thai they who
have the power will—and for aughl I know should

—

exercise it.

It was fitting, then, that iho Kxccutive of this

Colony should take the initiative and undertake the

responsibility of placing the matter be'bre the coun-
try in a tangible shape. I rejoice that they have done
so, and that the working out of the basis of arrange-
ments has hiUen into so itlde hands, for what oilier

party have the power to do mt': If they had not pre-

occupied the ground, who is there? What parly is

there in this sm.ill community commanding suflicient

general respect, that could have undertaken this im-
portant duty, with any chance <d' success?
Now, Sir, the Ue.=olutions before us form no final

nu'asure, no unavoidable and perl'ctted conditions, I

look n\Htn them simply as the basis of airangement

—

the initial step in the negotiation of the bnsinoss. ff

it had been otherwise— if these were proposed as final

conditions u,.on which the people of the Colony would
be allowed lo pas.s no vote, over which they would
exercise no control. If the Government had said to

this Council, you shall have these terms or none, I

would have voted against them, or retired from this

Assembly, lint the (iovernor has declared that they
shall be submitted to a popular vote, and ratilied by
a really representative and reconstructed Council.
That being so, I can give them my conscientious

support, not only because I deem it lo be my duty to

support every well-considered (Joverninent measure,
but because I believe them lo be, as far as they go,
reasonable, fair, ancl nilvantageous. Refore now, a
Government measure has claimed a support, but re

relnctaut one ; in this case it is not so. I trust I may
be allowed to render my small tribute of (hanks to

the Hon. Member for Victoria City, who with great
self-denial has undertaken an unenviable position,

one which, of necessity, would lay himself open to
attack and misrepresentation; but one in which he
has done anil can do great service to his country.
I think I can see, in the Resolutions before me, evi-

dences of this service
; traces of his handiwork ; and

although he cannot give the measure his gupporl, I

feel sure, though I desire not to penetrate the secrets

( f that mysterious chamber, that he has done all in

his power to render them as beneficial, or rather, as
the Hon. Member himself would say, as little hurtful
as he could lo the best interests of the Colony.
When this subject came up for discussion, in the

last Sessiim of this (council, I joined those who were
supposed to form the Confederate party, and moved
the following Resolution;

—

"Thiit, lu.wi-vtr, Jenirnbk' Confi'iU-raticjn with Caiifula irmy
lu'rcnftcr bL-conio, lliiB I'ouncn Ih'Uwvcm that iiiilil tlio urtnt Tt'rri-
t.iry hitiTVfnhiR bctwi'pii tliU CjUmy ami ll»> n«n)iiiiouiit tnuiMfcr-
n-il to thcrriiwn.iiiHli-tmtHhiMalMrgt'rnnilinorpM'ltli'dpopuliitlnn,
it wiiiilil 1i(> |>r«iiiiit(iro to oxiirooH niiy ili'lliiitD I'liiuluo ou tin*
BUlijtTt."

It is unnecessary for me to say anythiug in favour
of the principle of Confederation. It is admitted in

the Uesolution which 1 have just read. I take it, Sir,

that the obstacle there ref?rre'i to will be speedily
beg I removed; that the small hand of disalfeeted spirits

will soon disperse, and ihut the machinery ofGovern-
ment will shortly be put in motion; and though I do
not take pleasure, like the Hon. .Member on my left,

in revolution, political hatred, agitation, and blood
and thunder generally, I am not disposeil lo regret
the oicurrencc of the difliculty in the Red River, for

it Mill leach the Canadian (iovernment, and the Impc-
rialGovernment, and all Governtneuts, that though
you may buy and sell territories, you cannot transfer
the human beings therein, like so nmny serfs and
chattels, ton fresh allegiance with impunity; that
the consent of the people must he first obtained ; and
that though the soil may be sold, the soul is free.

This measure was, to u certain extent, forced upon
the Government by the people of this Colony. It is

said that the people clamour for a change in the
(iovernment. Why, Sir, we have had <'hanges enougli
during the lime I have been in the Colony, to ruia
my counfy ; changes generally for the worse, ["No,
no," from .Mr. DeCosmos.] Hut whelli-r Conledera-
lion com"s or not, there is one change more which I

hope to ."c before this year expires, and lat is a
hange in the Constitution of this Counc;i 1 desire

Parliament raauifestly urge this niAtt^r HB a neves^ar; to see all thf Mciubers, saw tbo KxQcutivt: OflicerB^


