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to suspend all other negotiations until it should be grant-

ed. Unfortunately for the success of special negotiations,

these instructions also directed them, in addition to a

demand for an apology and indemnity to the families of

the killed, to insist, by way of security for the future, that

the visitation of American vessels in search of British sub-

jects should be relinquished. This was inadmissable The

British Government refused to treat upon any other sub-

ject than that of reparation. The act of aggression was

disowned, Captain Ilumphrej-s was recalled. Admiral

Berkley was superseded, and every reparation ollered, but

there was a decided aversion to treating at all on the sub-

ject of impressments, and the views of the Government on

that topic vrere plainly manifested by Ivoyal proclamation

requiring all British mariners in whatever service engaged

to leave it forthwith and hasten to the help of their native

country then menaced and imperilled.

]']iigland, anxious to avoid war with the States, sent Mr.

Creorge Henry Ivose, M.P., on a special mission of peace to

AVushington. On his arrival he had several interviews

with the Secretary of State, his powers were extensive, he

ollered reparation for the attack and to make provision for

the families of American sailors slain on the " Chesapeake,"

but required the al)rogation of the President's pi'ochuuation,

shortly after that alliiir, excluding all British ships of war
from the harbours and waters of the United States. To
this it was answered that it would not be annulled till

other causes of comi)laiiit were removed—notably, that re-

lating to seamen. Mr. liose refused to connect the right of

search for seamen with tlie attack, for it was considered

inconsistent with the maiitime rights of Great Britain to

surnnider that power : consequently no progress was made
in the negotiations.

Meantime the President communicated to Congress

the clicct of the Berlin decree and the British Orders iji


