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the government platform is on the ques-
tion ?

Mr. KNOWLES. I am trying to find that
out this afternoon. However, since the
Hudson Bay Rallway became a great na-
tional question, the government as far as I
am aware has not undertaken to consoli-
date and present their policy in the clear
and well defined words which we find for
example in the Halifax platform.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Hear, hear.

Mr. KNOWLES. I have not said that I
am altogether satisfied with the way in
which the government have addressed them-
selves to the transportation problem of the
west : I would like to have seen them move
a little more quickly.

Coming to the specific matter about which
I wish to speak this afternoon, I wish
again briefly to give the distances from var-
ious settled points in the Northwest by way
of the proposed Hudson Bay Railway, In
order that the figures may be again placed
on 'Hansard.' Generally speaking, the use
of the Hudson Bay Railway will save about
the distance from Fort William to the sea ;
that is to say, the distance from the centre
of t4e wheat country to Fort Churchill is
about the same as the distance fron the
centre of the wheat country to Fort Wil-
liain, and the distance from Fort Churchill
to Liverpool is about the same as the dis-
tance from Montreal to Liverpool, which
means that the distance from Fort William
to Montreal will be saved. The various dis-
tances are as follows :

To
Front o Fort

Montreal. Citurchill.

Miles. Miles.
Winnipeg.......... 1,422 945
Brandon ..... ... 1,555 940
Mcosejaw.......... 1,823 817
Medicine Hat...... 2,082 1,076

Difference

Miles.
477
615

1,006
1,006

The distance from Fort Churchill to
Liverpool is 2,946 miles and the distance
from Montreal to Liverpool is 2,927 miles,
being practically the saine. The distance
from New York to Liverpool by the north-
ern route is 3,07,9 miles. Thus there will
lie, generally speaking, a saving of dis-
tance by the Hudson Bay route, as propos-
ed between 950 and 1,000 miles. This sav-
ing in distance will be of course a great ad-
vantage in every direction. It will mean a
saving in time and in charges, while the
route will afford, what is very important,
another outlet for the products of the west.
The number of miles of railway that will
require to be constructed is at present only
470 or 475 miles, just about one and a half
the distance from Toronto to Montreal.
That seems a small matter when we con-
sider the importance of moving the wheat

Mr. R. L. BORDEN.

harvested in the western country every
year. With regard to the saving of charges,
I wish to refer to the treatise on the sub-
ject compiled by Mr. J. A. McKenna under
instructions of the hon. Minister of the In-
terior, and published by the Department of
the Interior. This treatise is regarded as
an authority on the subject. At page 51,
Mr. McKenna says, with regard to the sav-
ing on wheat :

The freight upon grain from the wheat boit
to Hudson bay would- approximate ten cents
a bushel, the same as to Port Arthur; the
additional 15 cents from there to the Atlantic
sea-board would be saved to the farmer, and
this, of itself, represents a fair profit to the
wheat-grower. Assuming an export trade of
20,000,000 of bushels, which can easily be hand-
led in two months of the season by the pro-
posed railway the saving of 15 cents a bushel,
being the difference in cost of freight from
Port Arthur to the Atlantic sea-board, would
amount to $3,000,000.

That is with regard to wheat alone. Now
let me rend what Mr. McKenna has to say
with regard to the saving and profit in the
transportation of cattle :

A very important feature in connection
with a railway which secures quick access to
the sea is with relation to the shipping of
cattle to the European markets; this great
industry is at present seriously handicapped
in consequence of the long journey to be en-
dured under present conditions. It is admit-
ted as a well recognized fact, that cattle
shipped to the Atlantic coast arrive at the
shipping port in poor condition, emaciated
by long days of rail travel. It is also admit-
ted that on the sea journey they gain rather
than lose in flesh, if put on board in good
condition. Experience proves that after three
days of rail travel cattle will deteriorate;
that three days is about the limit of the time
during which they can travel and maintain
the condition in which they are placed on
board. This being so, cattle could be trans-
ported to Fort Churchill without loss in flesh,
and the voyage to Liverpool would improve
this condition rather than the contrary.
Therefore, this great industry alone would
find in the Fort Churchill route a solution of
the difficulty under which those engaged in
the business of cattle shipping now labour.

Mr. F. W. Petars, assistant freight traffic
manager of the Canadian Pacifie at Winni-
peg, states that up to the end of October over
72,000 head of cattle had been shipped to
Liverpool from western Canada, and he ex-
pected a further 10,000 head to be shipped
that season. The freight rate on these cattle
would be about 60 cents a hundred pounds in
car lots from Winnipeg to Montreal. The
rate from Calgary to Fort Churchill would
be about the same as to Winnipeg, and the
distance about equal, so that this 60 cents a
hundred pounds could be saved to the ship-
per if he could put the cattle on board at
Hudson bay, and he would also prevent the
shrinkage which would otherwise occur, by
reason of the additional rail journey fromt
Winnipeg to Montreal.

Upon the 82,000 head of cattle shipped to
Montreal from the west during the past sea-
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