THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg. Saturday Aftornoun, Dec, 13.

Business with the wholesale houses
has been quiet. Sorting trade has not
been up te expectations in the various
branches. Business appears to have
Leen done this year about a#  month
earlier than wsual, The volume of busi-
ness In October waw very large, nnd
this led many to be'leve that a largo
sorting trade would bo done thls geqa-
son. So far, these expectations have
not been realized. It appears now that
the requirements of the trade wore
fully antieipated in tho larger crders
placed carlier in th» season, The ex-
planation of this situation is :imple,
The harvest was carller than usual,
and under tho Influencs of very favor-
able weather, farmers were enabled to
market a large portion of thelr crop
at a considerably carlier date than in
averago years, Prices for wheat were
high, and they rold freely and quickly
turned the graln into caxh, IHaving
the money in hand they proceeded at
onee to lay in thelr winter supplies
of clothing and other necessities, even
before the gowds were actually re-
quired. Mhose requirements having
been filled, business slackened up. Coun-
try merchants found their stock of
winter guods broken into early in tho
season., They sent in repeat orders
freely on this account, and it is just
possible that there has been :ome over-
buyling, with the expectation that theo
busy seagon, which started in fo early,
would hold out longer. Thie absence of
sorting demand now would indicato
that the country is supplied, Earller
fn the s2ason wholezale merchants here
could not keep their stocks up. Al tho
houses were on tho short vide in stocks,
Now the demand is very slow, Larger
stocks of goods for the pring trade
are being carried than usual,  Col-
lectinn3 wir2 also £l wer. There has
been a disposition to push collee-
tions harder than usual  this
season, on  the bellef  that the
higler pricee for wicat would enabls
country traders to pay up arrear .
Thiz pushing has resulted in one o
twe failures.  While the season on tho
whole Las heen a good one, the paying
ablity of merchants, as well as she
consumitg ability of the people, has
n> doubt bo over-rated in many cases.
Country traders who have veen in ar-
rears for years, can hardls be expected
te make up in one season, and undue
mes ure might lead to further assign-
ments of  traders who would even-
taally puli through if given turther
nursng.

There are fow new featu es inbu ine
t'w week. The weathar remaiued
v ¥ muld up to Thursday, «iice wlich
v has been cold. No further clear-
mee: from lake ports have been made

nee Dec. 10, thougl the river at
'ort Willlam was open. A covere
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storm was reported west this sveek
and rabway  traffic has been Up-
Iryed in consequence. DBank clmaring
ot Winnipeg &low a con kierable in-
crease still over provious yoars.

WINNIPEG MARKETS.

Winuipeg, Saturday Afternoon, Dec, 18
FUEL.

A inrge demand for Souius ¢cval con-
tuey ond the mine, have lad diffi-
ctity fn keoylug up the supply. Anin-
cicoscd train eervico will bo estah-
1shed ou the Souri branoh raflway
to llandlo the coal traffic.  Wood fusd
18 offeriag freely, at price. quoted in
t: ¢ prico list on another page. The
ety councit of Winnlpog is calling for
tenders for 50 to 100 cord, of Lojlar
or p.no cordwood, tenders to be in by
December 28,

ISH,

Oysters are offering at a wile rang.:
in valaes, and vary as widely in qual-
Ity. The name amounts to little.
Some that are called selects are not
as good as otlier brands which are
sold as standards, The price, and not
the name of the brand, will indicate
the qua'ity., If oysters, called sel-cts,
are offerexl at the price of stnndards.
it may.be get down thag they are only
standards in point of quality, The
fish coutpanies have had a good trade
and the fish held in refrigerator stor-
age have been sold at a good profit,
whereas a year ago the large com-
panles were unabie to dispose of thelr
stocks. .

GROCERIES,

Sugars are {irm. Cables iave be:n
firm and at New York values liave ad-
vanced 1-16¢ on all grades, Canad-
ian refiners reportel business brisker
and prices were being held very firm,
Co'fee has recnvered some from the
recent depression, ‘The Dbeliel has
gained ground that the decline was
greater than the circumstances war-
ranted and a partinl recovery hus
resulted. The Rio crop Is not now
estimated at as large figuresns were
first reportedl. Locally there have
been no important changes in the
market,

GREEN FRUITS.

A good business in this branch is re-
vorted, as country dealers ar» laving
in their holiday trade stocks. Mexican
oranges offering are very fine qual-
ity. New California navel oranges
are now in, but they are green yet
and on the sour side, and the Mexi-
cans are the best stock for immediate
use, Callfornta lemons are showing
very fair quality. There is no monsy
for importers on bananas tis weath-
er Now dates bhave arrivel o a
limited extent. Cranberries are 50c.
per barrel lower. Priors are as
follows. Mexican oranges, $4.50 o
$5, navel vranges $4.50 to §3; ban-
anag, per bunch, $3 to +3.50; Cali-
fornia lemons, $4.50 to $3.00 a box,
Waslington and Oregon pears, $2
to $2.25 per box, apples, Ontarlo stock,
$4 to §4.70 per Dbarrel; south-
ern apples, $4 to $4.25 per bbl.; Cape
Cod cranberrie s $7.50 to 8
per barrel; sweat putatuss $5.25 per

barrel; Malaga grapes, 83
kex, for medium, and $850 for

Lieavy we'giits, Ontario black walnut.,
8o 1b; cocoanutg, $§1 per dozen.: Sleity
filberts, large 1le to 12c per b, Gren-
oble walnuts, 13c; figs, fancy elemes,
91,40 to $1.50 pen 10 1b box, 30 1b
boxes 16¢; 60 Ib. boxes, 17c pzor b
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new dates, 7l-rc  per b, imported
celery 50 to 60c per doz.
. LIJATIIER.

Prices are very firan, but local prices
have not been wivanexd, though east
orn markes have b en higher onrome
lines

HARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

There are no changes in the local
market, but tlhie fecling is very firin,
anl seseral advances are expecied he-
fore the spring movement sets in, not-
ably on glass, white lead and some
other Hnes. Glass hay advanced e
per 50O feet at Montreal und10¢ to 20
per Lox at Toronto, Torouto advlces
ulso report an advance of 5¢ on horse-
shoes anid 1-4c on manilla rope, An
advanece of 21-2 to 6 per cent is re-
ported to have been wmade by manu-
facturers on black iron pipe on the
sizeg from 1-2 to 2 inches,
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GRAIN AND PRODGCI.

WHEAT-The markets have been
asteadier thls week and the average
tendency has been stronger and high-
er in leading markets. Iaocally the
situation has been quiet. Deliverles
in the country have fallen off. There
hng been a Httle Luduess dolng on the
basts of 8¢ to 8I¢ for No. 1 hard,
afloat Fort Willilam. Yesterday scl -
ers were asking 83c to 891-Z2¢, and
88c was th lowest puint uf the week
Car lots at country poluts quotel at
T7c on & 19 cent freight rate to Fort
Witliiam No.2 hard 21-2 o 3e under
No. 1. There have been no further
shipments from TFort Willlam since
our last report, though shipments
could have boon ‘made if boats had
been available, as the river remaine’!
open for several days after the last
boat cleared.

TLOUR~-Nochangzo has -ccurred .n
the fleur market Lhiere. Eastern adv:ce.
report stronger market.  We quote
paicnts  $2.55 per sack of 98 lbs.;
Strong Bakers, $2.35, second liakers,
£1.90. and XXXX $1.45, Puices to lo-
¢al dealers hem less Oc per sack lfor
net cash,

MILLFEED=-The demand is8 good
and prices are firm. Ton lots are
are leld at £10 for bran and $12 for
shor's, and §9 per ton less In arge
lots, and the market is very firm.

GROUND FEBD, — Pure grain
feed is quoted at 20 to 22¢ for
nats and barley, ti'e outside price for
rolled ont feed. Anything under $20
rer ton is fnferior mixed mill feed. Corn
feol is quoted at §16 to $17 per ton.
0Oil cake $20 per ton.

CERIEALS—The Jceal mills are  du-
ing very little aund the market is
mainly suppliel with meal imported
from the south. Weo quote rolled oat-
meal at $1.80 por sack.

CATS—Flave been offering at about
the st prices as reported last week,
namely, 85¢ to 37¢ as o quality.
The  street price to farmeps
lLiere 3 34 to 36c a» to quality. In
pMaenteba country markets 25 1o Jue
per bushcl hos been paid to farmers,
one tle tendency has been ecader. At
e of the largest country marvkets
ior vats, where 80¢ had buen paid, th>
prico dropped to 28c per bushel of 34
jounds. A reduction of 5c o 1l1c ner
100 pounds, hags been made in  the
frelgiut rate on oats and vatmeal from
Ontariv pointe to Winnipeg, but it will
not lob in eastern oats, as Luey would
cost 37 to 32 to lay dowa aere.

CORN—Curn amtinues to come In
from the souttn, 1t can be laid down here
at 87 tu 38¢ p:r bushel of 56 pounds
in cars lots 01 track as to grade.
Corn is being so'd by the elevator com-
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