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WINNIPEG BOARD OF TRABE.
At{"*.UAL iFi~iASi lti OIT OF t Oî\Cii FOIt

AN iNTERESTIN*0 AO)D]tES1S Pusu TUFi UETI'RIiNmî

The ,înoual meeting cf thie Winnipeg board
cf trado wvas held ce Teeaday aftereeoe, Feb-
muary 3. 9- lie firat procecding was thîe delivery
of an address by retiring Presidlent R. J.
WVbitla, as fcllows:

OG.NTL!M3EN,-Iîî accerdanco With Wbat IaRs
beconie an eatablialîcci 2ubtoiib with the retiriîîg
president ,f the board, I talce advaetiige ef tlua
appcrtunity affui<itlie te acidress yd;u on
thie acta cf the board duriîîg tho past year acnl
the ganeral business situation et this city and
province.

Firat, let rue cogratulate tbe board ce the
extreme stccesawbich bas follewed the ergaciza-
tien cf the association te prepare for andi holci
an annual Industrial Exhibition in tbis city.
The appointinent of a ccmmitteo at the hast
sernnai meeting o! the board led te the practical
stepa which have follewved. The active interest
unanifested by citizens in all dcpartînents cf
traite and industries is a prou! thit a uit-ouîg
publie spirit is as alive as ever le this prairie
capital. The management of the exhibition is
le >the banda of experienceci bîîs-nesa men vho
wîll make a aucceas cf the uedertakiug.

The local legislature recegnizing the value
e! the province cf auch aii exhibition voteci a
liberal aura for the prize liat. I have ne doubt
the exhibition will prove te ho aucli a succeas
as te varrant the goverciment in granting it
anaually a libers) measure o! support. It la
satisfactory te Icre frein tho provincial preas
that, tbroughent the country the people aie
sexieus and willing to joie in aharîog the re-
sposibility asaumeci c! making tlîis exhibition
mcrtby of the chie! agricultural province cf
the Dominion. The holding o! bucb an ex-
hibition ie Winnipeg wili certainly prove of
great henofit te the province by coecentrating
for the inepection o! visitera fremn ahrcad <who
ivill bc drawu hiera by euch an attraction)
preofs cf the gret fecility cf our soillan ec
great stores o! wvealth that nature lias bestow.
cdl in many forma, recdy for or indusry lt
devclop and uîîake use of. The genercus treat-
nient cf the City by the Doiniuîicn goverumees
in the roatter cf haeduîîg ove% thc landsa for
exhibition putposea, et a nominal charge, -aill
Le duly uîpprecicted and ncknewktdgedt.

Slow pregres is mcde by the Dominion
goverrement le impreviog the navigation c! the
Rcd river, but presenit indications peint te
more active interebt in this undertaing, wt hîich
xvill iercasE largely the business of this City
and points abonig thc Red river, andi ce Lakce
Winnipeg, beaides, provicling cheaper fuel,
lumber and huildiuig inaterial te a large section
o! tlîe province.

The city engineer estimatesB that $500,000
wortlî cf fircwcud per ennuru la consunr- alcng
tie Red river, frein the lake te tho interna-
tional lino, includiog cf course, this City, ancd
that the savioig ln cost on this article alone, if
uninterruptcd navigation was estaliaihec,
woi-ld epproximate $200,000 yearly. The

saving on transhlipnîeqt on luner at Selkirk
and the higli local rnilway fireigb)tg, te points
along tie Red iivor, ivould bo nimnost entirely
savcd. The goveininent of thc Uneited Statcs
have expetided largo sumis cf .noney, in iînprov-
ing navigation of tho Red river, south of the
botindary lino, and have providcd clear watcr
for vcssels of fivû feet draugb, ovcr a distance
of 260 miles. Iin1provecl navigation on1 tho Rcd
river %vill ensure, o. arger and finer class of
steaim craft on the lake than cati now ho
titilizcd. 'l'ho lîîanber industries of tho lakes
%ill bu atinulated and the minerai deposits
there, w'ill ho placedl %ithin tho rcach of the
City.

It is to lie regrutteil that for the time being
the Assinboine %vater power project iï at a
standstill. Thiere can be but ono opinion as te
the extrenie desirability of liaving the latent
power in the river develuped and the city
conucil witt have thc support of the people of
this city in concluding errangcînents thant are
fair and just, te hotli the city and any Company
undertaking to construet the neceszary works.

It is very grtifying te note the progrcss
made in eularging the cnltivatud arca of tie-
province, and while it is generally conecded
that the farmers of manitoba would Le better
offin the long rîun if they paid gieater atten-
tion te mixe<l farining, yet the continucd ad-
vance ý,y great strities of the area nuder grain
speaks leudly for the faith o! agriculturalists
ie tlîis part o! Canada. Orer 1,000,000 of
acres was sown with grain in 1890, an advaice
cf nearly a litindred per cent in five years.

Ten years ago Mlanitoha liad but 2,250
actual farmers with an area tînder ciop of les
than a quarter of a mwillion acres. This spring
ivili witniess 120,000 farina cultivating nearly
a million ced a quarter acres cf grain land.

The Provincial goveroment rettorrs estimnate
that about 30,000,000 bushels cf grzin ef aIl
kinds wvas raised ie 'Manitoba ie 1890, cf
wbich 15,000,000 bu?,hels was -%vheat.

Reliable autliorities say that fu'ly 8,000,000
bushels cf wheat have already left ths bands
cf farmera, and there la every indication that
the governnîient catimate wihl be fully con.
firmeci, or in ether wo 'rda thero will bc soine
13,000,000 hoahuls cf wheat for exýportation
ficm tîte province.

Tliere bas been a geeci ateady demand frer
Eastern Canada for Manitoba oats and barlcy,
and hecavy ahipincuts have bcen and ore yet
being muade. Vo>tatce-3 by the train-luaci le! t
Manitoba last autuitit for the United States,
where tlieir excellence of quality is gcuerally
ackowledged.

The statemeet bias beco miade, and 1 cinder-
stand en the ',iighcst cutbority, that a larger
number cf cattlci were 3hipped dnring this year
te Eatern Canada and Great Britain frein
Manitoba than frein the whgle cf thu ranches
of the Nerthwcst Territorice, which shows
that tho cattie raising itidustry of Manitoba la
rapidly aasnmiog largo proportions. Tliero
bas been znother intrease je the elevator
carrying capacicy %vest of Lake Superior dariog
the year just pa-sed, tho storage space now
providing fer 8 million busbels against7
million bushels ie tîmo proviens year.

The possible aly milling output in Mani-
toba fis now 6,740 l>arelz (gainst 5,&50 last

year) anid it is te ho liopeci tlîat this Capaeity
will rapidly inecase ini the near future, se tViat
tie provinco will rceive ail the benefits that
%lwnld accrue te it as a grain raisin-g counzry.

Tlîo fluality of floîîr now ianuîfactured iii
tlîe mille at Keewatin, Winnipeg and otlier
pointe in thia western part o! Canada ia equil
te anytlîing te bc foutnd ini the markets of the
world.

The nicat imnproved înaclîincry, witlî ekilled
laber, is applied te tlîe production of tho high-
et grades o! Ilour, froin the lîmd wlîeat grewn
bere, and it is of great ictercst te the people
that as nîtcli as poessible of tie whoat pro.,,_
duceci bholîld leave the province in a 11îîsîîU-
factured state, and the profita cf manufacture)
retaiecci licrc.

One of tlîo iinar<d features of this scason'a
business lias becn tlîe openiog cf a ateady
miarket on the contiunent o! Europe for Manîi-
toba wlieat. White statistica of thia expert
trade are not yet availablo it is wcll keown
iliat a large business in thja cire.;tion bas l'een
transacted, and thiat liollanci, flelgitim aed
other continental couintries %villinj future
tua-c to Mani.oba for at toast a portion of the
whbeat anci fleur they requit e for ccnautuptice.

Manitoba's experts are thiis year but an in-
dieition cf whiat is open to us e in te oropean
breadsttnffd mnarkets.

It is a niatter o! congratulation te fleci that
the importance of tlîo grain trade cf Manitoba
lias been recognized by tlîo Dominion G;overa-
ment in the mcatter cf coîiferring on repre-
sentatives of western boards of trade, the
power te select the standards of grain grown
west of Port Arthuîr and te arbitrate on and
seutle différences ie grading between ijnspec-
tors.

Tlîe reinoval of the sent of tho Court of Ap-
peat ie the latter case, from Toronto te in-e
nipeg, when disputes regardîeg the gradiog of
M anitoba grain arc coccernied, has clearecl away
an awkward and nojust firnpedimeet front tie
path of tracle.

(>wing te the fact that the inspection cf hides
is net taken acivantage cf te the exteet that it
slîoîld ho, cor what this board was led te
expect when tbey ivere pressed te asie the
Gevernment te appoint an inspecter for this,
division, the fees cellecteci are not ofan ameont
te adeqnately pay the efficient o 1ficicl wbo ncw
liolds the position.

Two years ago the M icister of Finance in huis
budget speech drew attention te tie f act that
tie moat valuable clasa cf hide-a preduced inl
Canada,*caine frein Manitoba. If tlîe custoun
cf inspecting and bracding bides fer expert
wcrc miore geeerally carrieci out, tho dealer le
this projct %vould reap a great acivantage fer
hinîscîf andi secure a reputatien for bis pro-
vince.

Twe years age Uie retiring president, Mr.
<3alt, suggested te the board the advisability cf
its ineinhers ie et least some Unes o! trade,
forminig thetnselves into trade tections, with
power te bolci meetings as sncb, and report di-
rect te the general board oit sncb matters as;
they thought proper.

1 consider i. weuld addc te the usefulnea cf
tho board if sections were fcrmcd, say, cf the
wholesalors, bunkers, boan cemnpanies,' managers,
agricultural implement dealers, etc.


