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WINNIPEG BOARD OF TRADE.

ANNUAL MEETING AND REFORT OF COUNCIL FOR
1890.

AN INTERESTING ADDRESS PROM THE RETIRING
PRESIDENT.

The anoual meeting of the Winnipeg board
of trade was held on Tuesday afternoon, Feb-
ruary 3. Lhe first procecding was the delivery
of an address by retiring President R, J.
Whitla, as follows :—

GenTLEMEN,—In accordance with what has
become an established sustom with the retiring
president of the board, I take advantage of the
oppartunity affurded me to address you on
the acts of the board during the past year and
the geucral business situation of this city and
province,

First, let me congratulate the board on the
extreme success which has followed the organiza-
tion of the assuciation to prepare for aud hold
an apoual Judustrial Exhibition in this city.
The appointiment of a committee at the last
annual meeting of the board led to the practical
steps which have followed. The active interest
monifested by citizens in all departments of
trade and industries is a proof that a strong
public spirit is as alive as ever in this prairie
capital. ‘The mabagement of the exhibition is
in the hands of experienced business men who
will make a success of the undertakiug.

The local legislature recoguizing the value
of the province of such an exhibition voted a
liberal sum for the prize list. I have no doubt
the exbibition will prove to be such a success
as to varrant the government in granting it
anoually a liberal measure of support. It is
satisfactory to learn from the provincial press
that, throughout the country the people are
anxious and willing to joinin sharing the re-
sponsibility assumed of making this exhibition
worthy of the chief agricultural province of
the Dominion. The holding of such an ex-
hibition in Winnipeg will certainly prove of
great benefit to the province by concentrating
for the inepection of visitors from abroad (who
will be drawn here by such an attraction)
proofs of the great facility of our soils and the
great steres of weslth that nature has bestow-.
ed in many forms, ready for our industry to
develop and mako use of. The generous treat.
ment of the city by thn Dominion goverument
in the matter of handing ove: the lands for
exhibition purposes, at a nominal charge, will
be duly appreciated and acknowledged.

Slow progress is made by the Dominion
government in improving the uavigation of the
Red river, Lut present iodications point to
more active interest in this undertakiog, which
will increase largely the business of this city
and points along the Red river, and on Lake
Winnipeg, beaides, providing cheaper fuel,
lumber and building material to & large section
of the province,

The city engincer estimates that §500,000
worth of firewoud por annum is consumed along
the Red river, from tho lake to theinterna.
tional line, including of course, thie city, and
that the saving in cost on this article alone, if
uninterrupted npavigation was established,
wonld approximate $200,000 yearly. The

saving on transhipment on lumber at Selkirk
and the high local railway freights, to points
along the Rediiver, would be almost entirely
saved. Tho governmnent of the United States
have expended largo sums of money, in improv-
ing navigation of the Red river, south of the
boundary line, and have provided clear water
for vessels of five feet draugh, over a distance
of 260 miles. Lmproved navigation on the Red
river will casure o larger and finer class of
steam crafts on the lake than can now be
wtilized. The lumber industries of the lakes
will be atimulated and the mineral deposits
there, will be placed within the rcach of the
city.

It is to be regrutted that for the time being
the Assinboine water power project is at o
standstill. There can be but one opinion as to
the extreme desirability of having the latent
power in the river develeped aund the city
council will have the support of the people of
this city in concluding errangcments that are
fair and just, to both the city and any company
undertaking to construct the necessary works.

Itis very gratifying to note the progress
made in enlarging the cuitivated arca of the
province, and while it i geuerally counceded
that the farmers of manitoba would Le bettor
offin the long run if they paid greater atten-
tion to mixed farming, yet the continued ad.
vance by great strides of the area uuder grain
speaks loudly for the faith of agriculturalists
in this part of Canada. Over 1,000,000 of
acres was sown with grain in 1890, an advavce
of nearly a hundred per cent in five years.

Ten years ago Manitoba had but 2,250
actual farmers with an area under crop of less
than a quarter of o million acres.  This spring
will witness 20,600 farms cultivating nearly
a million and a quarter acres of grain land.

The Provincial goveroment returns estimate
that about 30,000,000 Lushels of grain of all
k¥inds was raised in Manitoba in 1890, of
which 13,000,000 bushels was wheat.

Reliable authorities say that fu'ly 8,000,000
bushels of wheat have alrcady left the hands
of farmers, and there is every indication that
the government cstimate will be fully con.
firmed, or in other words there will be some
13,000,000 bushels of wheat for exportation
from the province.

There bas been a good steady demand from
Eastern Canada for Manitoba oats and barley,
aud heavy ahipments have been and are yet
being made. Potatoes by the train-load left
Manitoba last autumun for the United States,
where their excellence of quality is generally
ucknowledged.

The statement has beea made, and I under-
stand on the Yighest authority, that a larger
number of cattle were shipped during this year
to Ilastern Canada and Great Britain from
Manitoba than from the whole of the ranches
of the Northwest Territories, which shows
that the cattle raising industry of Manitoba is
rapidly assuming large proportions. There
has been another inerease in  the elevator
carryiang capacity west of Lake Superior during
the year just patsed, the storage space now
providing for 8 million bushels against 7
million bushels in the previous year.

The possible duily milling output in Mani-
toba is now 6,740 bmrels (against 5,850 last

year) and it is to be hoped that this capacity
will rapidly increase in the near future, so that
the provinco will receive all the benefits that
should accrue to it asa grain raising councry.

Thoe quality of flour now manufactured in
the mills at Keewatin, Winnipeg and other
points iu this western part of Canada is equal
to anything to be found ia the markets of the
world.

The most improved machinery, with skilled
labor, is applied to the production of the high-
est grades of flour, from the hacd wheat grown
here, and it is of great interest to the people
that as much as possible of the wheat pro.
duced should lecave the province in amz\m\-‘\‘
factured state, and the profits of manufacture
retaincd here.

One of the marked features of this season’s
business has been the opening of a steady
market on the continent of Europe for Mani-
toba wheat. While statistics of this export
trade are not yet available it is well known
that a large business in this dirc.tion has been
transacted, and that Holland, Belgium and
other cootinental countrics will in future
turn to Mani.oba for at least a portion of the
wheat and flour they require for consumption.

Manitoba’s exporis are this year but an in.
dication of what is open to us in the European
breadstuffs markets.

It is a matter of congratulation to find that
the importance of the grain trade of Manitoba
has been recogoized by the Dominion Govern-
ment in the matter of conferring on repre-
sentatives of western boards of trade, the
power to sclect the statdards of grain grown
west of Port Arthur and to arbitrate on apd
settle differences in grading between inspee-
tors.

The removal of the seat of the Court of Ap-
peal in the latter case, from Toronto to Win-
nipeg, when disputes regarding the grading of
Manitoba grain are concerned, has cleared away
an awkward and unjust impediment from the
path of trade.

Owing to the fact that the inspection of hides
is not taken advantage of to the extent that it
should be, nor what this board was led to
expect when they werc pressed to ask the
Government to appoint ap inspector for this
division, the fees collected are notof an amount
to adequately pay the efficient official who now
holds the position.

Two years ago the Mioister of Finance in his
budget speech drew attention to the fact that
the most valuable class of hides produced in
Canada, camne from Manitoba. If the custom
of inspecting and branding hides for export
were morte generally carried out, the dealer in
this proiuct would reap & great advantage for
himeelf and sccure a reputation for his pro-
vince.

Two ycars ago the retiring president, Mr.
Galt, suggested to the board the advisability of
its members in at least some lines of trade,
forming themselves into trade sections, with
power to hold meetings as such, and report di-
rect to the general bhoard on such matters as
they thought proper.

I consider ic would add to tho usefulness of
tho board if sections were formed, say, of the
wholesalers, bankers, loan companies’ managers,
agricultural implement dealers, ete.




