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BRUNSWICK I

Prominent Lumbermen Talk Over the Situation with
Mombers of the Provincial Government,

During the early part of January a committee repre
senting the lumber interests of the North Shore had a
conference with the Attorney-General and several
members of the local Government, at Frederickton, on !
the question of high stumpage dues exacted in that
province. Owing to the crowded staté of our columns
Yast issue we were compelled to hold over the report of |
this meeting until the present, but it will not be of less |
intcrest on that account. This is the first occasion on |
which the lumbermen have been able to lay their claims,
before the proper authoritics, and no tie was lost in
going thoroughly into the subject at issue The pro-
ceedings lasted from cight p. m. to two a. m., and the
discussion was of the most animated description. The
arguments brought out by the various speakers was
convincing proof of the hardships under which the
lumbermen—especially in the South Shore of New
Brunswick— were laboring, owing to excessive stumpage
dues.

The grievences spoken ofare concisely but thorough-
Iy enumerated in the following memorial to the Gov.
etnment which was read at the meeting :

“In the interest of the North Shore of New Brunswick,
the prosl»cmy of whose people generatly depends mamly on
that of the lumber irade, the facts and conclusiuns set forth m
the following memorial are respectfully submitted for the con-
sideration of Ilis Honor the Licutenant Governor and the
Hon. the members of the Government,

Th. unprofitable and discouraging condition of the lumber
business on the North Shore, \\'hicﬁ was the stumpage conference
between members of the Government and representatives of the
trade, at Fredenckton early 1n 1886 ; of a resolution of the
Municipal Council of Nonimmbcrl:md, addressed to the Lt.
Governor-in-Council in [l:muary of the same year; and sub-.
sequently, of a memonal appealing for the rehicf in the form
of a rebate in the Srumpage charges imposed under the Crown
Lands Regulations,-—still continues, and imperatively urges
another call upon the Government for the consideration which
has, up to the present, been withheld.

Those actively engaged in the bustness submut, that for the
past six or seven years, they have continued their operations
in the face of the discouragements and reverses which have
been marked features of the trade dunng that period.  They 4
have been impelled o this course by lﬁc fact that many of
them had every dollar they were worth, and even more, in-
vested in mills and other property, to prevent which from
Iying wlle, gomng to decay nmf beconung valueless, they had
no choice but to continue bustness, cven at a luss.

They were, however, not without hope from year to year
that the business would regain some of its former activity, but
m this they have been disappointed, the result beng that 4
although the greatest ecunumy has been pracuced in all |
departments of their operations, the outlook aflords no hope of
the trade continuing, In this scction of the provinee, 1o exist l
10 even its present condition, unless such chucuons are made
in the stumpage charges as «ill place the North Shore vpera-
tors on Crown Lands nearer on an equality than they are with ‘
their Quebec and Nova Scotin comprtitors n the British and |
continental marlets. |

The statistics of the lumber trade lLetween Great Britian
and the countrics from which she draws her wood supplics, '
show results which suggest that the cxcessive stumpage impost |
of the New Brunowich Government 1s having a »ery damaging |
effect 0. this the most important industry of the Province.
They show that while the Baltic ports are increasing their out-
put for the Briush market and Nova Scotia and Quebee are
abuut hulding therr own, the imports from New Brunswick are i
sharply declining, the relative decrea ¢ of trade frum the North
Shore being much greater than from t. John and other Bay of
Fundy ports,

The fact that the shipments of the Miranuchi have steadily ]
declined since 1883, when they were 149,000,000 superficial
feet, until they were only 68,000,000 less than one-hatf—last I
year, and that.a corresponding dechine has taken place i §
Bathurst, Dalhousic, Richibuctu and other North Shore ports, .|
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is proof of the startling wane of th's important industry, and
of the necessity for special cffort to avert its gradual ex-
tinction,

_We submit that the unportance of this industy as a con-
tributing factor in the maintenruce of the general business of
the country, demands for it fostering regard and treatment,
rather than eacessive taaation, at the hands of the Govern-
ment.  The supplics which gu su largely o the production
of our lumber are furnished very evenly all over New Brans-
wick and if—owing to the fact that lumber can be obtained as
a mercantile commodity more cheaply in Quebee and Nova
Sevtia than in this provinee —such capital nuw empluyed here
as is floating, be transferred to those previnees or clsewhere,
it follows that the whole of New Brunswick mwst suffer. In
these days of easy and rapid communication and transit and of
keen cofapetition, no business that is fetteral by state restriv,-
ions or handicapped by discriminating, excessive or special
g¢ mment imposts, can hope to survive. It is for thisreason
thay rpr(_'m:cuon of manufactures hay becume a recognized
policy of both thc.prc:\l gorernmients of the North American
continent.  Not only so, Lu. in Germany, France and other
leading countrics in Europe, the attention oftheir statesmen is

occupied with fostering and protecting every industry within
their boundaries.  Those that are threatened with dumpetition
from abroad are protected « others that are weak and strug-
Fling are encouraged to continue and eatend by bounties and
having extra facilities afforded to them,  May we not unge,
then, hat the Jumber industry of the North Shae, which is
heing |x1ralfzcd h{ the cnormous burden of the Crown Land
tax, 18 worthy of the prompt and considerate attention of the
Government.

We carncestly desire t impress upon the Government the
fact that the patumal and geographical disadvantages against
which the North Shore counties have to contend are not recog-
nized n the present, even to the meagre extem they were in
the earlier stumpage regulations ; not unly so, but it has, un.
fortunately for us, been the practice and ‘policy of Provincial
adnunistrations in the past, while they were ever ready to meet
the demanmds and faabitate the vperations of the trade i other
sections of the provinee, to withol frum the North shore
cqually fair consideration, The effect of this policy is seen to-
day in the fact that winle the North Shore Cromn Lands are
held and admunstered as af all the Provinee were eyuitably en-
titled to a common interest in them, those of the Cendral and
Southern counties have, for merely nominal considerations,
and to aud local enterprises, been transterred to private and
corporate owners who, 1o turn, have mfuenced public senti-
ment in favor of eacessive Government stumpage rates, in
order that their own cheaply-oltained arcas might have im-.
parted to them a high value, which 1s acquired altmost entirely
at the eapense of the Northern secuon of the provine, pum-
lysing its most important industry, destroying the investments
embarked in it, and giving the ’wo ple cause for discontent and
despondency which are gradually L:mlmg tu the depoputation
of the country.

Even if it were not true that the Crown Lands of the Cen-
tral and, Southern portions o the Province had been trans-
ferred as stated, amd that the government parted wath the
greater portion of them avowedly fur the purpose of promating
the Incal interests of the counties in which they are located,
the fact that the northern ports are closed to navigation for
seven months of the year, while G great Ailantie port au the
muuth of the St John s upen all the year round, vught to en
title the northern counties to compensating consideration at
the hands of the Government.  Atlantic fraghts from our
Northera ponsare frum § to 7,6 pet standard higher than from
St. John and Nova Scotia, while we arc practically shat out of
the great American market for our small lumber, because
coastwise freghts are from $2 to $2.50 per M lugher than
those ruling frum the Southern ports. .

Instead of these adverse natural and geographical condit
ions being recognized and acted upon by the Government in
our behalf, the hardships of our pusition have been intensitied
by vue Leing furced to tea the burden of the revenue necessi-
tics of the whole province, which the Guvernment would bein
a position to so adjust as to make the necessary taaation fall
more equutably, but for the discrimination that has aiways been
made in favur of the suuth and centeal sections, to the prejudice
of the north.

As an illustration of the trend of governmental policy 1y
which the North Shore lumber interest has been most unfairly
prejudiced, we Iy to remind you that when the Esport Duty
of 20 cents per M was levied, that impost bore equally upon
the trade throughout the Province, the four Northern countics
contnibuting about vne-third of the revenue under that head.
BBy pleading the interests of the lumlwrimen of the Frovinee a
Ottawa the Dominion Government —larpely with a view of
relieving the trade—was induced by the New Brunswick Goy-
crnment te grant tu this Province an addiauwnal subsuly of
$150,000 & year in perpatuity, in icw of the aaprort duty , and
the local Government of that day is on record as having claimed
the abolition of the expoit duty as a boon to the lumbermen,
obtauned 1y their efforts. Sulsequent eryents, hunwever, have
suved that unly the curpurate and private holders of provindial
umber-lands outside of the North Shore were benefited, and
while the Government continues to receive the export subsidy,
1t has laid upun the North Shure teade afune a new burden
the fonn of the slumgmgc tax greater in amount than that of
which the whole lumber interest of the Province was relieved
with the implied understanding that 1t wounld-never be resmm-
posed an any furnn.

We alwo lx}g to direct attention to the fact that while nearly
$2,000,000 of provincial moncey has been given in aid of merely
local railways in other sections of the Province—without at ail
rechoning the and given to such important lines as Eastein
Extension, Western Ilxtension and New  Brunswich anld
Canada Railways—only about one quarter of the sum has been
expended in like manner in the four Northern Counties, IMmn-
terest on the civrmvus cash subsiddies, and stoch subsenptions
paid by the province in aid of many of the roads named, and
stumipage derivable from the land grant of over 1,700,000 acres
of Crown Lands to the New Brunswick Railway—in the bene.
fits of which wurks the Northemn Counties in nu way paruu-
pate—were available for the public services of the whole
province, as the revenue derivable from the stumpage tax is,
the lumber industry of the North Shore would not now he
threatened with extinction by teason of the eacesane taxanwun
placed upon it under the plea of the revenue necessitics of the
province ; and we respectfully but firmly state our conviction
that so long as the relative positions of the two secuons of the
province, in this regard, are ignured, and thie mjusuce of the
treatment accorded to the North unrecognized, we will fecl
that the centra) and  southern counties—hecause they are
aumencally the strunger, and agamst right and eyuiny—are
alusing theit.cunstitutivnal pn\ilcb'\cs by worhmg wrung and
oppression upon the })coplc of the North. .

"AVe tecognize the fact that the revenue of the provinees is
not as large or clastic s fuls justice 1o all the public services
requites, but we odaan that it e unjust o impose apon une in-
dustry alone . ¢ burden of making up for all the deficiencies
in the various sources of income.  Morcover, *may weé not
faurdy suggest that, sn view of the new and extraundinary ex-
penditares recommended by the Gusverniment and authorined
at the last session of the Legislature, the revenue of the Pro-
vince is sufficient to maintain its ordinary.services, without the
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excessive stumpage-tax being continued.

In view of (ﬁc cxpenience of out  operators, mill uwners
and shippers during the last six or seven years, weare im
pressed with the conviction that the question of the continued
existence of the lumber business of the North Shore must be
settlal by the incavtable laws of demaind and supply, and it i,
bieing settled to our loss and that of the whole country. True
wisdom suggests that threatened extinction san only be avert.
cd by the Government assisting the natural tendency of bhusi-
ness to advance in the ditcetion of the least resistance. 1,
however, the alleged necessities of revenue are supetior to the
clamms and demands of one commerce in this competitive age,
we shall seean the end of the conflict, what is rapadly coming
tu jxass, that buth trade and revenue, so far as lumber is con
cerned, will disappear together; for with a mileage tan of $4 on
New Brunswick Crown Lands, against $3 i Quebec, a stump-
age tan of $1.25 per M on spruce lugs e New  Brunswick
against only 65 cents in Quebee  whitethe Nova Scotia trade
ays neither, but claims its Jogs at a cost of about 40 cents per
M., coupled with the fact that the Quebee seale is fully ten
et cente more favorable than that of New Brunswich to the
operator, no result ather than a gradual decline and final ex
tinetion ‘of the business of those depending on our provineal
Cronn Lamds for their logs can be reasonably eapected.

We beg, e conddusiun, to appral for rehief beeause the ea
cessive stumpage rates of the Cromn Lands Department are
wore than double those n competing provinees,  \We nige the
ctanus of the large capital in =~ ~d inmill and other prupcrlg
conticdted with the working of une hanbier industry at the Notth
Shore representing, in m:\n? cases, the results of years of in
dustry and sclf-denial on the part of the investors, many of
whom, we regret o hnuw, have een forced to go vutof the
trade, having lost all they had in it, while others are cnf:\gc(l
in & constant struggle to avoid being driven into actual bank.
ruptey, and others are obhiged to introduce new branches of
bustness  connectivn wah ther lumbet opesativns W make
up for the Jusses they sustam in the latter. We claim that the
investment of this capital has jmparted to the lumber lands of
the Crown a value that they would not otherwise have acquir-
ede We direct atiention to the comparatsdy large iumbier of
our idle and decaying, of unly partially worked mills as proof
of the position to which the u':uL- at the north is driven.  We
appenl for the consideration ashed in the mterest of a popula
tun that is wannig, out only boaanse the acanstomed work of
the lumbarman is diminishing, Lt alsv because the decline of *
the trade affects the usual cn?)loyn‘.cm of the agricultural and
labonng classes—espectally of our young people, who have no
wther recourse bt to Jeave the Provinee .m\{ sechy Iyond b
borders, the means of livelihood which they have rc:\scc{ ty find
within them.  \We ask for relief, not only because we are
handicapped by tce-clusad ports fur the seven months, whiic
St John and othu purts of the svuth side of the province are
open all the year round, and have at all times, the ardvantage
of us in Atlantic freight-rates; but, also, because, for the same
reasor, we canhot at all compete m the Amencan marhe,
cved during vut shurt shipping scasun, wiih thuse purts. We
appeal for consideration in order that the fecling that we are
oppressed because of the undue influence and in the interest of
other sccuons of the provinee, which have already sceured the
Il\lll.\ :‘I.UL ..f LVIUY UWVT ITYTIVI F (U Y S I .llnx |mlllu ]Acl;l.‘l Sy 1)
not continue until it becomes a serious elememt of 3iscord,
bitterness and stafe between the two great sections of the
Province. We dum that we have, an the gast, gven the
Guvernmett of the day v rasun Lo complain of cut attitu
towards it, notwithstanding its having failed to give tangible
effect to the friendly assurances and imphied promises, with
which it has et ot funine appeals. W therefore, agam
Present vut Lase, ey sing obe its gustice fur the favuralde aon
sideration heretofore denied us, and earnestly eapressing the
hope that immediate rehiel from the existing excessive stump-
age anpost wall Le graniad.™

This memorial was signed by the committee representing .
the North Shore lumbermen consisting of Messrs. Geo.
Burchill, (Chatrman,) J. B. Snowhall, K. k. Burns, H. 5.
Miller, Allan Ritdhue, Seott Faaley, Jo Do McRay ad D G,
Smith (Secretary.)”

From the very eahaustive discussion which ensued after
reacing the above memonial our space will only peran of vur
dealing with a fen of the prinapal agguinents adduced.

M. K. F. Burns, M.P., was the first speaker. \We extract
the following from his remarks :

The average difference between the New Brunswick and the
Wuele seale un spruce lumiber oo at deast 15,0 Alvg 1
inches 1y 20 feet, which Ly the ¥, B. scale measures 1oo feet
only measures 83 feet by the Quebec scale. The Ontario
scale 1s even more favorable to the lumbermen.  The average
size lug an No B woald e almut 16 feet by 12 aiches.

Not onl{ is the Quebec rate 60 cents per M. less than that
imposed by the Government of New Brunswick, but the
scale 1> abuut 157, less on the average.  That would reduce
the actual amount paid when comgatag it with No B o abuut
5§ cents as against $1.25. It iy therefore impossible for the
New Brunswick operator on the North Shore, where the trade
has so many difficultics to contend with, to compete in the
marhets of the Catal Kangduw wr the "Cuntuent with the
producer and esporter in Quebec.

In Quebec lands are held 10 perpetuity. There the opera.
tor can smprove his streams, an buid hus toads, can improve
his property i any way he pleases wad hic s nut at the meryy
of any competitor who may chuose to put in an appearance at
an annual sle or sale al any stated ame. So that not only in
respeat of the amount of stuipage levied s the Quelee vpera
tor i much the more fovoralde position, bt als in the matta
of the tenure of his lands, which are a remarkable commodity,
wuich can be sold outnght, passing from one to another, ot
which can e pladged o a Bauk vt any vibics munclany instita
tiun (ur the advane neeeasary 1o caity on e business inddert
to the operation or establishment.

New Brunswick has also to compete with Nova Scotia,
where the luds were avpuitad sunie years ago at aliiust o
wal prices  prices, which ratddy eacendd 66 caata anadic,
Most of the lands which are now being operated] in Nova
Scotia were purchased at about gocents an acre.  There, then,



