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A STEP IN TIME.

Mzs, Britton was a ohronio aflliotion
to hersolf and to hor Auquaintances,
witlin  which later clags her frionds
and, relatives could be easily inoluded.
Invalide ge werally exomplify tho per.
foot work of patience n one or two
ways—either thtou{;ln their uwn lives
or through thoso of thoir attondants.
Mrs, Britton had always had quite
enough to attend to in tving for hier-
golf ; if any lossons of restraint wero
taught in hor vicinity she wu moro
apt to be tho goad than tho model.
Ag a disciplinary foroe_she had worked
much lasting good, Maida had gone
forth into the world from her sick-
room to meet the ills of life like long
lost frionds that had assumed some
base disguiso a8 a jost. Physioians
had acquired a propor estimation
of thoir services through frantic
desires for some sort of revengo.
Clergymon liad beon taught that rare
ghostly consolation which reaots like
& balm aftor having roceived a rebufl.

What, thon, ailed Mrs. Britton?
She was fat, sho was lazy, sho was

oedy, oneof theso emaneipated maids
She ate to muoh, she
Yrank to much, she would not exoraise ;
“nd so she stored away irritability from
svery indulgonce. Mrs, Britton com-
“ined exquisite sensibuities with
snusual Phlyaioal development and

blood, the physicians would

ave smillingly stated.  8he required
rest and composure on one haud, while
on tho other lior material demands had
to be met by systematis and thorough
nourishing. A difficult case, a peculiar

oase, onlyinthe

that great wealth premitted recourse
to alf known alleviations. And the
olorgymen, with grace acquired

through hor oxactions, could they be
expected to say what they rveally
thought, or, indeod, to think what
they knew ?  Should one of them in &

t of int have confessed :
She is possessed by a legion, and their
chief is selfishness. Iis remorseful
prayer, * Lord, have meroy on me,
migorable sinner,” would doubtl,

Jerr; ansiﬁned to seats in tho ordinary
coach, and the largost patlor compart-
ment had been converted into a coach
for the invaltd, with a drug shop dia-

rsod avound, and Mrs, Hurlbert and
Ruth equipped with fane and ¢ -
otors and atomizors, and instruoted as
to P and stated draughts of
stimulants, thon, whon tho tram rolled
out ond was absolutely gone beyond
the recall of that pudgy hand or that
oracked, imperative voico, Dr. Zanco
wiped his brow and ejaoulated ** Thank
God.” and went home to enter an
important itom in his ledger. Perhaps
the consoiousness of & day well spent,
doapite of trials, moved his heart to
pity ; for ag he composed himsolf to
a}oeﬁ ;.hal night he murmured, ¢ Poor

uth 1

A few passengors for Nantakeso
Tsland already aboard the Queen were
much interested ia a little sense after
the train had arrived at Cape station.
Down the wharf in arolling chair camo
a vaet red-faced woman, wrapped and
onwrapped in a mulliplicity o1 costly
shawls and propelled by two colored
sorvants. At one side was an clderly
woman in black, solicitous, with a fan,
and behind a tall young girl bearing a

inaigrette with the i ive air of
a Princega held in hopoless oaph’vit{.
y

8o at least thought a wmolanchol
youth who was leaning against tho
rail on the upper deck, and who, as
was his wont, immediately applied the
roflection to Ins own personality.
“8he perfectly exemplifies my own
feelings,” he murmured, snd thon he
sighed.

Rutls  complied rathor sullonly,
* I'm suro there's nothing I can toll
you about my mother,” she rejoined ;
“nothing at least which you would
care to beliove.”

* \Why not 2"

+ Becauso I think all dootors like to

f | look on the gloowy aide; and, after

all, I don't wonder, for all their shops
are situated thoro.”

+ Miss Britton,” gaid Ruggles, flrm-
ly, * I don't like any such spcech any
more than I admiro the flippant way
in which you refer to your invalid
parent,’

« Porhaps not,” retorted tho girl,
oxcitedly; * but I'm sick of dissimula-
tion, and I do not orave your admira-
tlon, Lot mo toll you one thing—for
all phystoians seok an honest diagnoais,
do thoy not ? —there is nothing in the
world the matter with my mother, ex-
oopting—excopting—oh, I don't know
what,” and ghe hurried away.

As Rugglos sat and pondercd over
this gingular atatement, Dawking came
out from his nook and over to his side,

Jod to

roady, thon had I aegleoted the most
important dotail of all. In the first
flugh of succosa I announced & publio
oxhibition of iny wonderful inventien
in the Oty Park two daysaago, Thero
was an Immonse orowd present, with a
hundred Thomages to one Peter ; but
I nooded not their doubts. I donned
shoes; I leaped, I kloked ; and then I
fairly flitted ovor thelawn. A, it was
bautiful to seeme.  Tho peoplo rose as
ono man, and burst into tumultuous
applause, while faster and faster I sped,
and less and less did my feet depend on
tho ground for support. To say that I
folt hike an arohangel, is to uso the
most moderate similo that ocours to
my humility, Yot even ag I soared,
of & sudden the fearful thought camo
to mo, how was I ever gong to stop ?
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My limbs shot out with suoh impet

that & largo portion of the powor
was consorved and thus kept oxort-
ing and ve-oxerting iteolf. DBesides,
1 had forgot to provide a brake. Of
courge, I might take off my ahoes—that
is,I might 1f 1 could—but the wings

« If I thought you had i
bo rude,” ho began, **1'd teach you a
lesson, Sir."

* Arayou daft ? Is everybody daft?”
interrupted Ruggles, irritably. I
never met such A cranky lot of people.
I want nothing to do with you, young
man, and mark me, I won't stand an
instant of ingolence. As for any less.
ons you may have to teach, devoto
them to yourself, there is ample
need—"

*0h, you know about me,” oried
Dawking ; *¢ you and the whole world
Where shall I find a spot to hide from
the cont tho dorision "—and he

Tho gangway was stretohed, but at
the instant of the ocar's ap b the
crew wore engaged in stowing some
carga within, The porters wero evid-
ently flurried, resenting the vehemeont
and contradiotory orders of their mis-
tresa on each othor, To their frigh-
tened gazo tho plank seemed too nar-
row and fragile, just as to impartial
eyos it was sufficiently wide and strong
Theo patient was atbitrary and obstin-
ate, ingisting on proceeding the more
the men held back. Thon it was,
when the carringe was at the vergo

have been answered.

The maids went forth though the
wages were liberal, and those friendly
ills & myriad. The clergyman from
time to tume oxchanged parishes or
were sent to Europe against an im-
pending decline. And the physicisns
—woll, they shrewdly recommended a
ohange, now the mountains, now tho
woodland, and now the salt air, with
minute directions as to diet, hygiene,
medication, o be sent daily by mail ;
and then jingled their feos gayly in
their pookets like schoolboys enjoying
a hard earned vacation, But though
maids escaped, and clergymen bacame
fatigned and physioians intrigued,
nuﬁi' remained in constant servioe ;
for Ruth was the invalid's deceased
husband’e only child,

It happened one Bummer that Dr.
Zanoe, the physician in obarge—and
he oharged well, too—fearing Jest his
strength would not be up to his noeds,
bethought himsell of Nantakese as
as just the rotreat for this intolerable
yet invaluable patient. The island
‘was remote, with but sparse communi-
eation by mail and with none by wire,
It was healthful—that was a main
point, for a golden egg is never
go imposaible ag when the goose has
been killed—and the heuvy salt air
was spposed to be tranquilizing for—
well, to speak plaialy, for temper.

“Go, by all means, my dear
Madam,"” urged the dootor, ** I have
here from the agent a description of

and required no strength to push, that
the young girl calmly waved the port.
ers away and ossumed the handle.
Then it wag that these men in retreat-
ing souflled and stumbled, Then it
wasd that the ycung man above, fear.
ing lest the plank ehould slip, swung
down and grasped one of its ropes.
And the plank did begin to slip in
very truth; but before a ocatastrophe
could occur a dozen pairs of stout
nrms, hed from the ek )|

fairy lifted on board car, patient young
gitl, plank, and all, And so no one

struck his faco 8o violently, with such
a gesture of ungovernable despair,

p d me from reaclung them.
“Bpeoch1” *Stop and mako a speech 1
the speotators shouted ; and then thoy
evidently approciated my predicement,
for they laughed as heartlossly as ever
did Roman populace while holding
down their thumbe over some poor de-
feated gladiator imploring for life.
They did not reck of my peril, which
was imminent, I assure you. For
aught I know, I might have been oar-
ried high into the air, and even now
ba troading the firmanent, had not o
lucky impluso direoted me toward the
lake, into which I plunged head firat.
I am an export swimmor, and by por-
sistently sticking my feet out of the
water I managed to induce some by-

that Dr, Rugglos straight-way became
compassionate.

+« Come, now. my good fellow,” the
doctor urgod, * I know nothing what-
soever_about you. except that you
seemed to misjudge a veory businese-
like interviow which I just had with
that youug lady. 8it down and lat's
g0 if wo can't form more friendly re-
lations over a social smoke.”

De. Ruggles possessed a certain
personal quality which was very win-
ning. Likely 1 the psoudo-goientifio
jargon of to-day, it would be termed
magnetism, but in simpler, truer spe-
ech it may bo described ag kindliness.
Dawkine hegitated, gulped nervou-ly,
sat down, ag if determined not t« be
moved, and, lighting a cigar, paffed
vigorously.

+ My name is Dawkins,” he said at
fength; ** Ebenezer Dawkins, and
now the truth is out.”

1t tells me nothing, exeept your

tanders fo hold my legs and take off
those fatal, fatal shoes. And thus I
esoaped, but to receive as the meed of
ceaseless altruistio offort the universsl
coniumely from which 1 am even now
fleeing, *His zeal ran away with
him,’ ted one paper ;
«The only kind of a brake the inventor
seemd to have was a bad break,’ jeered
anotber, and every one re-echoed the
taunts. Can yon wonder that I seemed
hiat abruptjand hurlish to you ?
“ Dr, Ruggles, indeed I have suf-
fered.”
*¢ Oh, nover despair,” said Ruggles.
+ You have surely made great progress
in your marveloue design. Your exhi-
bition was rather promature, that is
all. A few days’ rest at the island
will 80 recuperate you that the idea
for  brake will flagh across your mind
when you leaat expeot it. Here is my
card. “Ido hope to see as much of
you a8 my leisure will permit.”

wag _harmed exocept the mel y | name, hiyou may be sure I'll re- “The brake isn't afl,” continued
youth, and he clung so convulsively L d Ruggles, pl - | Dawking, gloomily, * The machine
twitohed. off | I is too twitchy. What comfort could

to the rogs that he was
his foet, his limbs barked, his olothing
torn, and his hatirremediably smaghed.
 +Tis gver this,” he muttered, as he
tuoked himsolf away in an obscure
nook on the forward deok.

After the steamer was under way
the young gitl came on deck and ac-
ocosted the recluse.

#You tried so hard to help us,”
ghe said. **I thank you so much,
and trust you are not hurt. My name
is Ruth Britton, and we are bound to
Nantakeso for the Summer, Perhaps
we may have a chanoe—."

¢ Botter not,” replied the gloomy
youth. ‘¢ Better let ill enough alone.
Of course, { tried, and consequently I
failed. My name i Dawking, and if
this fatal appelation doesn't warn you,
why, nothing will.” And he sighed
ag if there were & fog ahead, and bLe

just the cottage you wish ; ample, in
perfoct order, with the latest unitng
improvements, situated on the oliff,
with view of the harbour and the
ocean unau . You may trust
me to send the most explioit direations
withsuch medicines as the daily reports
from your d di

the caut 'y horn.

Ruth gazed in some perplexity as to
what was the partioular form of con.

lati quired for so myaterious a
case, At this juncture a man who
had been seated nea= by stepped for.
ward, and addressed her.

“1 beg your pardon,” begsn the

ghter may

Dr. Ruggles, too, the local physicisn
and a graduate of my office, will oo-
operate to the extent of his abilities,
which are by no means small, I
would recommend a generous diet of
course, yet mnderate, with the attemapt
at least onoe each day, say in the cool
of eu-l! evening, at & stroll on the
piazza.”

« What nonsense—what driveling
nonsense ! screamed Mrs. Britton ;
« when you know that I can't put one
foot in front of the other. If you can
give me no wiser advice, dootor, you
might as well stay at home and send
the office boy, the 6ook, the scullion,
the stableman—"

« Tuat, tut,” said the dootor, sooth-
ingly. * You are 30 impetuous, 8o
vivid, You think so rapidly; your
imaginstion is so unconfined, 1 was
but picturing one of the happy resulta
which I will acorue, from your visit.
Meanwhile, any precipitate action
would be h:g:.l{ imprudent. You
bave your wheel-chair and your two
Em'n. Pomp and Jerry, and Mrs.

uribert, the nurse, and, sbove all,
Rath.”

« Ruth,” interrupted Mrs. Britton ;
1] shonld say, least of all, Ruth; Il
taks my servauts, yes, because I
chooss. [ pay them, and they do as
they are told, or I get others. DBut
Ruth must go along : she's ny daugh-
teor, however exasperatingly stupid she
may be. Bus, there I'll go—there's
no need of further talk. I ean's be

tohed or more megleoted

,  but 1 couldn’t help, or at
least, I didn't help overhearing your
name. I'm sure you must be the
Misa Britton :egmﬁng ‘whose mother
Dr. Zance has written me at some
length, I am Dr. Ruggles, at your
service.”

Ruth saw before her a tall, broad-
shouldered man of thirty, dressed rat-
her oavelessly, and in & certain con
formity with the bluntness of his
:Em ., She saw an honest face,

adowed by a olose, heavy beard,
and lighted by frank, almost merry
brown eyes, and she felt that she had
found a friend, So she extended her
hand, and responded almost heartily
to his ting, Perhaps latent lone-
liness insired the intuition, for youth
is exigent in its demands for sympathy.

¢ Mother is lying down in the csb
in,” she continued. ¢ If you would
like to see her now—" and then she
stopped in sudden confusion, as she
roeived that Dawkins had- orept
k into hilll n?Ok.tln:ld thl;: '5.‘.':. die-
such signal signs vor
f:‘-’ﬂ the new-comer, as could be
indioated by soowls-and furtive fist
shakes.

Dr. Ruggles followed her glaunce.
«DidI drive your friend away ?” he
asked,

“You seem to have driven that
young man away,” replied Ruth, rat.
her pointedly ; **but that need not
keep you from your first, profeasional
call on my mother. You will find it
t.hs Lpl‘msnu:t lol the many you will

make.”

more g
And, if this new physician of your is
youug, then be oan‘s be oid and poiy.
thank goodness | Good morning."
And go Mrs, Britton did, And
- then the chuir Liad been safely stored
the baggsge oar, and Pomp and

“ If your mother is resting, perhaps
it would be as well for me to talk with
you about her general condition. Wail
you not sit with me abalc this bateh-
way ? We will be out of the wind snd
away from that basilisk gaze overthere.”

.

p What ! havn't you heard? Don't
you read the newspapers 2

«Never. I'm abusy man,”

“Then you aze not awaro that I
made a wretched flagco of the public
exhibition 1 gave two days sinoe, since
in the oity, of an invention which has
been my life work.”

No, indeed. Perhaps you exag-
gerate.

At sll events, won't you tell me of
your disappointment ? I—"

¢ And you won't laugn §"

“] respeot itolligent endeavor,”
said Ruggles heartily. * Success is
only an incident like clothing to an
honest man.”

“But perhaps you may question
the intelligence ? However, I'm be-
ginning to like you, and I'm so for-
orn, it will be a comfort for me to
talk, Know then, that since boyhood
I have devoted myself to electrioity,
and its generation and use through
the oconservation of natural force.
You, as a physiologist, know that
every time you lift your finger, for
instance, a oertain force is exerted,
and expended, you would probably
add. But dissipated would be the
more correot term, Nothing in ever,
wasted, except alas! my oareer, my
life | But to resume, with the resolve,
100, of keeping separate the practical
from ,the emotional I have held the
theory that the adjuncis of llvinq
b fore dosmed abeolutel e

.| impracticable ; but I aseure you I'm

Bo I'm going to confide in you. Whon
Mz, Britton married this woman Ruth
waas a littlo child, and he a silly old
man. An acsidont ocourred wherein
Mra. Britton showed some bravery and
received somo hurt, both of which her
husqand greatly oxaggerated. Ho ba
ltoved that she Lad saved his life al-
most at the expence of her own ; that
her nervous system had received suoh
a such shook that for the future she
would bo an absolutely helpless in-
valid. Was it surprising, then. that
when he died—which he did in the
very height of his infatuation—his will
provided tbat while she remained his
widow and wag_totally il itated
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boyond endurance. The ridicutous
old-thing must go back to the house
and bring me othors.

Very well ; Mra. Hurlbert fairly flow
on hor mission, itscomed, she returned
80 quickly with another pair. These
were donned and laced, but p.aved no
more to tho invalid's liking. ~ Hor fu
culminated ; sho raved, she howled,
sho roared, beating her feot togethor
and against the rung of the chair,
Then a strange event ocourred.
Despive of all resistance of her will,
Mzra. Britton suddenly sprang to her
feet and began to circle through the
treen. At "ﬁtst sho gyrated alowly;

d 80 i

by hor injury, she should have the use
of his vast property with power of
disposal, but that in default of either
of these conditions one-half should vest
at once in Ruth, with the remainder
after the stepmother's death, Was
it strauge too, that this woman should
bave immediately determined that
through no ast or admission would ehe
deprive herself of this estate ? Aftor
all, her part has not been difficult.
Her very appetites lave tended to
make her sluggish. She has been able
to gratify every caprico at the simple
cost of nover taking a stop. But her
orters, her servants, her poor stop-
aughter 1"

« Miss Britton always speaks of Mg,
Britton as mother,” interposed the
dootor.

L Yes, by her father’s express direc-
on.”

.

* But Mrs. Britton has impressed
me by her remarkable amiability—"

+ Bho is most amiable before you,
I admit. Some day I may explain
why, if I think you in any danger. All
1 ask now is for you to put what I
bave sald to the test. Hereis a ocerti-
fied copy of tho will, and if, to-morrow
afternoon, you should happen o walk
by the grove in whioh Mras, Britton is
apt to be seated you may obtain an
i ial tionof her amiability.”

any ;one find in

ing by fita and
starts? No, no;

fenr the iden is

grateful to you for your sympathy,and
shall auil{myael! of your invitation—
if—if—well, to be frank, that young
lady, Miss Britton, hl,. awakoned &

* But, admitting all you say to be
true,” objected Ruggles, ‘¢ what busi.
ness is it of mine ?  What ought I to
do, and what could I do 2"

“You are an honest man, and a
resourceful one, too. Iwarnyou that
that poor child con't endure her

atrong, very strong in my
strioken bresst. She spoke to me so
awoetly that her image is impressed
indelibly impressed, Now, if, as I
foar, you also are nourishing the same
flame, it is better that we should be
open and distinoet, A frank rivaley is
botter than a hollow truce.”

* No, no,” laughed Dr. Ruggles;
« T ghall not contest you claim. It is
prior for one thing, and tastes differ
for another, And so, good lauck tr
you, and como soon to my bacheldr
quarters” And on the steamer's ar-
rival the two parted, with mutual as-
£1rances of esteem.

Yes, tastes differ, Dr. Ruggles con.
tinued to think, and somewhat bitterly.
He made daily oalls on Mrs. Britton,
but failed to detect the slightest sign
of that unpleasantness which Ruth
had inferentially predicted. On the
contrary, the patient seemed to grow
in gentleness, forbearsace, and all
those womanly virtues whioh oan con.
vert & sickroom into a shrine, Never
bofors had the young doctor been

hiful, almost

dom much longer. Besides,
Mes, Britton, from being di ble
hag grown outrageous, She feels her
power to be absolute, and that idea
will madden even a well-ordered brain,
It is your duty to bring this unnatural
state of affairsto an ong. if for.no other
}mrpoae than to recall that woman to
her genses.”
* Does Miss Britton know of this
imposition 2"
¢ Qertainly she does, and has steadi-
ly resisted all attempts of her own
mother's rolatives at interfe But

L g ly d in gpeed ag
to scarcely touch tho sward. Her
attendants stood bewildered; all,
except Mrs. Hurlbert, who drow a ko-
dak out from her shirts and leveled it
with the accuracy of a reporter.
When it seemed that the invalid was
about to soar to heights unknown,
then from a thioket, Dr. Ruggles and
Dawking emerged, and firmly held
her, until Mrs, Hurlbert had deftly
cast off the electrio shoes. These
latter straightway bounded forward
and away into the sea, ricochetting far
over the waves.

«Tt's base conspiracy,” vociferated
Mrs, Britton, so wild with anger as to
860 no one nesr her excopt Mrs.
Hurlbert, **You did something to
my shoes, you know you did.”

“That's a likely story,” retorted
Mrs. Hurlbert, ** when opposed to
what wo all can testify to. You
simply were go ugloy that you forgot
to control yourself, and that's the
truth, How would you like the
picture I just snapped exhibited in
court ? Why, a skirt-dancer im't a
ciroumstance to it. You fancied I
was a poor, down.trodden menial,
now, dida’t you ; too spiritless to ever
leave you ? Ugh! you old devil ; I've
been in the employ of Miss Rutlys
friends for years. You might as wall
yield. Here's Dr. Ruggles himwelf
sAW you oapering in a way most
shamefully for s woman of your age.”

Then, for [the first, Mrs, Britton

roeived that the young doctor stood

y her side ; the young doctor whose
genial countensace had awakened
within her obdurate bresst emotions
long since dormant, Passion and
contrition struggled within her for
mastery; at length she threw herself
on the physician's manly chest, gurgl-
ing, * I bave done wrong; but I'll
repent ; 1'l be good, if you only won't
desert me.”

And st the same juncture, Mra,
Hurlbert breathiened in the youn
man's car, * I should have wam
you more definitely; now you know
why she was so amiable,”

. Poor Dr, Ruggles; Le was s0 vra-
50 tai

there is no remedy exoept in some
way for Mrs. Britien to so openly
violate the condition of total disability
that she would not have the face to
withstand, I've noticed, Dr. Ruggles
how you have misjudged my young
lady ; now is a change for you to make
amends.”

 I'll walk by the grove &

de wouldn't
hurt any one's feelings for the world ;
but, then, hadn’t he just hegun to
nourish other hopes ; and of all things
did he want to marry an elderly, dis-
oredited widow ?  Alas, for fatal kind-
liness! Ho made an evasive answer,
and sufferod himself to be led back to
{.‘b’; house li,ke a highly intelligent

afternoon, at any rate,” said the irre.
solute doctor.

And the next afternoon Dr. Buggles
dir,l walk tay the grove, in_an uncon.

treated with such tt
motherly, considerstion, Ruth, on
the other hand, avoided him, as if

like eating and walking, are such a
drain on the vital resources that the
energies are well-nigh moribund for
more, spiritual undertaking, Hence,
I reasoned, if I can make one musou.
lar movement do for two, I shall be
s greator benefaotor thau he who
osuses two blades to sprout in the
place of one, Do you ugﬁrehand me ?
Alas! I sometimes feel that I shounld
be apprehended and incarcerated with
the mentally unsound. Yet, believe
me, there is virtue in my theory. I
have proved it even in my defeat. In-
flamed, then, with is smibition, I set

thamed, as she might well be, of her
burst of temper aganst the poo: suf-
feror. Though at times Ruggles sur-
mised that the invalid might possibly
walk a few steps, should she make &
supreme effort, atill in thoss o
malidies such astheone whichafllicted
her, it was dangerous to urge a sud-
den output of sl . Perhaps,
sftor all, she was the beat judge ; she
doubtless did for herself all that could
be done, and the rest she endured with
the fortitude of & martyr,

One evening, when the dootor was
resting on his piazza, & woman,dressed
ie blLuk, whom he recognized as Mrs,

my t on the attempt to
make the lifting of & foot do the work
of putting it forward., That would
make walking easier, wouldn't it?
And see how the simple idea develops
iteelf. Imagine & storage of such
foroe under perfect control, and whit-
her mightitnot lead-? Toan entrane-
ing -glide oeruinliy: to flying in all
probability.  Well, then, with infinite
paine I constructed & palr of electric
shoes, not differing in appearance from
the shoes of commeroe, but containing
suoh & reservior for energy, that the
mere act of lifting the foot sent each
one forward to thie extent of the leg.
In conaeotion with these, I
» pair of wings fitted to the shoulders,

to do for her own mother,” said the
ropred. | dostar coldly,
% Notmoth » 1

the nurse, came up the steps
to his side.
« s your mistress wosre ?' ho asked
m.

« Her tomper is,” answered the
woman, ay she drew up s ohalrina
eonfidential, r way. * Now, listen
to me, dostor, for 'm no idle, gossip-
ing servant, but a true friend to poor
Miss Ruth, IfX can stand the tan.
trums of the devil, that's my business.
Perbapr my pay is unusually large.
But she, poor child, is worn out.”

« 1 don't see thatsho 'oes any more
than a dutiful daughter ehould be glad

and intended solely for the purp

of stoadying. Does not such a conoep-
tion and euch an execution indicate
trained intellect, if not genius ? And
yet, which I valuly thought all things

the other, fiercely. ** Ilike you in the
first plaoe ; you are young and simple,

p g way. He would'nt
listen ; oh, 1o ; but no one could have
helped hearing the strident abuse, the
vituperation, the screams which shot
from that chai- as a centre, and swept
over the porters, the nuree, and the
calm, inful stepdaughter. He
wouldu't watch; oh, no; but no one
oould have helped seeiug that great
red face, those sul eyes, that
writhing from, and the feet kioking
against the rungs in impotent rage.
The dootor did hear and watoh, and
the last detail of what Lesaw farnished
him with an idea of what he might do.
Then he approached and accosted his
pauﬁnt, an th3 m:si?g change unto

tain vague apprehensions of what he
should do. pBuldu. he now looked
on Ruth with eyes open to her loveli.
ness. He felt that ho had wron
ber, that the least he could do was to
aid in restoring her to her rightful
ottemelog Hege at ot s ttea
onf ope must wait ; was there
not another v%.on help he was about
to invokse, who had a prior claim t
One afternoon, & few dsys later,
Mrs, Britton, under her usual escort,
was borne to the grove. Shs was
nervous, fretfal, exasperativg beyond
all expression. E: e wore
irritated her to the very jumping olit

of her skin, Her shoes especially
pinched and chafed, tho er favor
ite pair. That stupid old Mrs, Hurl-

bert must have done something to
them ; she Jmew ehe must. She was

aund then people speak well of you.
Oh, I're 33. inquiries, never Lu

slways doing something., There were
no two 'tiynl‘lbont it.lfgoy were simply

p for a protracted slaugh.
ter. There should be some special
protective law for tender-hearted young
men who can't say No.

Aund, following slowly, Dawking
triomphantly explained to Ruth the
details of his wonderful invention.

* 1 couldn’t have managed it,” he

, ‘“had it not been for bher
balloon sleaves. They anawersd for
wings, you know.”

And if Ruth smiled encor y,
who would begrudge a viotor
meed ? lhrn\summgde in heaven,
aad if Buth and Ruggles esch made st
length the choice which to the world);
seemed unwise that merely
that the Divine economy is not subjeot
to the limitations of human jud, ]
—N. Y. Weekly Time#,
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