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expended- -though Perhaps flot always auccemfully-in the at-
tempt to define clearly the seope of these meâaures and leave ag
loophole for inisinterpretation. It would appýear, however, as if
the kindred and no less important question as to the best method
,of seeuring their observance had neyer reeeived the saIne doge
attention, That problem hae been held to be mainly the eoncera
of the judges, who are, aceordingly, in most cases given a very
wide discretion.

Given a statute designed to remedy an evil, there mnust obvi.
ously be some deflnita means of uecuring its observance. Other.
wise, such statute shares the weakness of ao-called internationi
law, being devoid of a legal sanction. The methode most gener.
ally accepted are fines and imprisonment, and these modes of
punishment, by, their extent or duraition, are intended approxi.
mately to measure the gravity of offences againat the lawg whieh
theyv safeguard. Some statutea provide a maximum penalty,
others a minimum, while in others again we find both n maxi.
mnum and minimum. In spite of these limitations, the latitude
.allowed to the dispretion of the judge or magistrate is, in moit
,cases, very wide-too wide indeed to serve him as an accurate
guide when assessing a penalt.y. Hio discretionary powers being
so great, and there being no general consensus of expert opinion
to heip him, the judge's personal feelings and bis muust inevit.
ahly determine the nature and extent of his sentences to a greater
degree than is desirable. In cases where the judge has s
thorough experience of the clais of work with which he has to
deal, coupled with a broad humanity in his general outlook, the
resuite of this uîicontrolled discretion may be excellent; but even
.assuming that ail judges poasess these characteristics, uniformity
and coastency in the administration of the law will not be the
necessary consequence.

',' Quot homimes, tot sententioe" is an obvious platitude, and
it is equally obvious that the opinions of learned judges vary in
no amail degree as to the beat methods of dealing with certain
erimes and criminals.

If this be the case where legal iuminarie,3 of the flrst niagui-


