
652 CANADA LAW JOURNAL.

conceded than an acknowledgment. The broad utility and
reasonableneus of a release ie illustrated by the fact that the

Ž~J~ r ktrustees' solicitor usually prepares it and the expenses fail on the
trust funds.-Law l'irnes.

4: JUDlGL4L l'EN URE IN ENGLAND.

gig-i-pi:The recent establishment of two new judgeships has led a
writer in the lay press to direct public attention to the fact
that there is xnuch misapprehension in reference to the tenture
of the judicial office. It is pLpularly belîeved that a judge is
removable by, and only by, an address of both Ilouses of
Parliament to the Throne, whereas the tenure of judges estab-
lished under thc provisions of the Act of Settiement, whieh isj
that of good behaviour (quain diu se bene gesserint) instcad of
at the royal pleasure (placito rege), places their dismissal stili
within the power of the Crown in certain contingcl2cies. Inde-
pendently of the Parliamentary xnethod of procedure for the
removal of a judge under the Act of Settiement, the legal ct'fect
of their tenure of offlce during good behaviour furnislie.s the
Crown with a remedy to which recourse may be had in the event
of misbehaviour on the part of those who hold office by thIR
tenure. An opinion of the law officers of the Croiin in 1862-
Sir William Atherton, who was then Attorney- General, and Sir
Roundell Pl'amer (Lord Chancellor Seiborne), who was then
Solicitor-General-deals with the circuinstances under whichi a

q patent office niay be revoked. They state, in reference to the
kind of misbehiaviour by a judge that would be a legal breach
of the conditions under which the office is held, that when a
public office is held during good behaviour, a power of removal

a for misbehaviour must exiat somewhere, and when it is put in
force the tenure of the office is not thereby abrîdged, but is for-
feited and declared vacant for non-performance of the condition
on which it wvas originally conferred. To the sarne effeet Mr.
(Lord Chief Justice> Denman stated at the Bar of the flouse of
Commons, when appearing as counsel on behaif of Sir Jonah
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