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I have just a last word or two to add in regard to this sub-
ject, and that is counsel should aIwdtys keep to the level of his
witness; and I will illustrate that by a welI-known story of Lord
Jeffrey. The counsel, an academic mnan, was examining a poor
Scotchman at the court in Edinburgh. It was a question of the
mental capaeity of the testator, and the information he desired
to get fromn this witness was, how well hie knew the deceased, and
the lawyer put to the witness questions in varions forms-' 'were

you on ternis of intimate relationship with the deceased ? "-and
the witness looked at him and said, "Eh'?"; hae r6peated the
saine question, using big words, away over the level of his
witness-who didn't understand the qaestion at al, Lord
Jeffrey finally became impatient and said, "Now let me ask
the %Nitness a question," and he turned to the witness and
hie said: "Jamies, did you ken Sandy Thompson in his life-
time?'' ''Xell, 1 did.'' 'How well did you ken hlm?'' ''Ken
liim--why Ine and in 31cepit in the samne kirk for 40 years."
Now thera was a degree of intimapy that could flot he gainsayed,
and developed because Lord Jeffrey came to the ]evel of the
wvitness. 1 believe that very often questions are asked ivitnesses
that they do not understand, and if they do tindargtand them the
coînplex forni or high sounding words niay bc a, pretence that
they don 't, and it only gives themi the advanta-e of getting, as
I say, a certain tima for reflection and a cer'iin ainount of con-
sideration before answe~ring.

In coneluding 1 w'îll add that a geneal division might he ra.

ferred to, and that is what I mighit eall a direct and indirect

method of cross-examination. 1 shall oniy point that out bacause

you ean consider for yourselves exactly how it works. The direct

examination deals with the aggregate; the indirect is of a

psychological character and deals with the foundation of items

whielh, hroughit together. florin the aggregate without putting the

quýestion of aggregate. As an instance of direct cross-examaina-

tion, that is coming to the aggregate at once, I can point to a very

forcible, perhapg the most forcible example we lever had at the

Catiadian Bar-the late Mr. B. B. Osier. As to the indirect or


