
INTRODUCTION 7

“Materialism is the natural-born son of Great 
Britain. Already the British schoolman, Duns 
Scotus, asked ‘whether it was impossible for mat­
ter to think?'

“In order to effect this miracle, he took refuge in 
God’s omnipotence, i.e., he made theology preach 
materialism. Moreover, he was a nominalist. Nom­
inalism, the first form of materialism, is chiefly 
found among the English schoolmen.

“The real progenitor of English materialism is 
Bacon. To him natural philosophy is the only true 
philosophy, and physics based upon the experience 
of the senses is the chiefest part of natural phil­
osophy. Anaxagoras and his homoiomeriæ, Demo­
critus and his atoms, he often quotes as his author­
ities. According to him the senses are infallible 
and the source of all knowledge. All science is 
based on experience, and consists in subjecting the 
data furnished by the senses to a rational method of 
investigation. Induction, analysis, comparison, ob­
servation, experiment, are the principal forms of 
such a rational method. Among the qualities in­
herent in matter, motion is the first and foremost, 
not only in the form of mechanical and mathe­
matical motion, but chiefly in the form of an im­
pulse, a vital spirit, a tension—or a ‘qual,’ to use a 
term of Jacob Bohme’s1—of matter.

“In Bacon, its first creator, materialism still in-

•“Qual” is a philosophical play upon words. Qual literally 
means torture, a pain which drives to action of some kind ; at the 
same time the mystic Bohme puts into the German word something 
of the meaning of the Latin “qualitaa” ; his “qual” was the 
activating principle arising from, and promoting in its turn, the 
spontaneous development of the thing, relation, or person sub­
ject to it, in contradistinction to a pain inflicted from without.


