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gether to confer on their removal, For
this purpose matters of organization are
of essential {mportance to our success,
und will receive your earnest attention
But since we have come together our plan
of campaign must, 1 suppose, embrace also
somwe formal statement or declaration of
principles and contemplated measures
What shall it be? 8o far as 1 kKnow, the
Liberals of Canada have hitherio been
prewty generally agreed as 4o the prn-
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cipal matters which, in the futerest of the
people of this great country, most need
present attention, In addition to these,
there are other important questions which
are exciting the iuterest of large sections
ot our people, and may be brought bLefure
us to-day. Some at least of these ques-
dons 1t would be tmpossible for us o
unite upon, efther atfirmatively or negd-
tively, and they must be open questions, |
or unfon and success ure impossible, The
party must be content with a platform
which meanwhile leaves such questions
out, or the party ca  carry nothing, nor
gat from the electo uie the position which
would engble theo to carry anything, I
do not say this is s with every lmportant
question not Litherto embra ‘ed In the
platform ot tae Liberal pasty. Those
matters which our honored leaders and re-
presentatives in Dominton affalrs and our
public journals have for some years been
pressing on public atiention with abliny
«nd perseverance, have been so  well
chosen that they are now belng recognized
as just and right, and in the country's
interest, not by Liberals only, but also by
many who ere not of the Liberal party.
1 hope that we shall recure these at all
events. Foremost of them are a reformed
Rarift and reciprocity of trade with our
nelghbors, If we can obtain such reclproci-
ty on falr amd honorable terms, This,
there Is reason to belleve, a Liberal gov-
ernment could do. Reciprocity restrictad
to the natural products of the two couis
tries ls unettainable, but our nelghbors
Know that Liberals are willing thut the
reciprooity should not be restricted to the
nwtural products of the two countries, but
should Include such manufadures alss
as may be agreed upon. Liberals belleve
such an arrangement to be practicable,
unless our neighbors should be misled Into
supposing that the majority of Canadlans
want reciprocity o badly that they wiil
consent to any terms, atd even to annex-
ation, rather than not have it. It is not
correct that Canadians in general are pre-
pared to buy reciproeity at the price of
annexationor ny other price wh.ch may
appear w1 ) oo exacting, or may
be otherwise distasteful. But Liberals in
gencral belleve that a fair measure of
teciprocity, not restricted to natural pro-

Auets, wouwld Le an advantage, not to Can-
ada alone, but to both countries. They
bellevethat It 18 quite practicable to con-

vince statesmen of this, the statesmen of |
the United States as well as those of |
Canada, and that many of them are al-

ready convinced of ¥, Some anxious loy-
alists fear that more timate trade rela-
tions with our neighbors would lead  to
poiitical wnion, and they on that account
opp se reclprocity. Al oppusiie view is
daken by goine United States statesmen,
and public journalists, who argoe that re-
ciprocity would delay or wholly prevent
political union, and they are for that gea-
S ag. rectpaavity, and L e cudeavor-
ing w0 prejudice  thelr  fellow-cttizeus
against . On the other hand, those Can-
adian loyalists who, like most of us here,
favor reciprocity, believe and hope that it
would have no effeet elther way on any
question of political union, and having
¢his hope and fatth we do not think it
consistent with duty or patriotism to re- |
fuse acceptadice of such & measure if at-
tainable.

*On many other subjects of prime im-
portatice tu ‘the counnry the Liberals of
the Dominfon are also agreed. We are
wgreed as (o the Inlquity of the wasteful-
ness  which there hus been in the man-
agement of federad affalrs during  the
last flfteen years, and which is llkely w
continue as long as the present govern-
wment continues. We therefore do not want
that government tu continue,

“We are agreed as to the duty and
the importance of conducung the busi
nees of the federal government on busi-
ness principles, which for party oljecs
the federal goveriment has in =0 many
ways disrcgarded, to the injury of the
coundry and the demworalization alike of
members of pariament, of contractors for
publie works, and of officers of the guv-
ernment. We want 1o save our country
frum any further such injury.

“ We are agreed as to the Iniquity of
such gerrymandering of the constituencles
and as to the lniquities and inconvenience
of such & franchise aot as disgrace the
Dominion statute book. We want to have
respectful and Just lueasures substituted
for these.

“We are agreed as to the necessity of
a fundamental ormation of the senate,
If for any reasoil a sciate must be or
ehould be retalned. ‘The senate, as now

constituted, is the weakest point in our
constitution.  All Liberals, or nearly all,
want to have reform In the senate, We
are agreed as to various other matters
1L the poliey of the Liberal party on
the subjects namel and other subjects
has not got for it the votes of members
who were elecied as Conservatives, it is
quite certain that that policy has at all
events the actual approval of some of
them, and has galned, and 1s galning, the
favor of many Conservatives in the con-
atituencies,  Multitudes
of trade reform who were not in its favor
until lately. Many are aguinst the waste |
of public money which has been golng on
in the Dominion, Many acknowlelge the
indefensiblli'ty of the gerrymandering act;
asapprove strungly of the franchise act,

are now in f.unr‘
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#nd admit that the senate necds reform in
some such direction as is clalmed by the
Liberal pamy. These opinfons of old op-
ponents In the constituencies cannot hat
tuil at the general election, it Libpruls
wie but wetlve and diligent and prodent
fas 1 am sure they will be) in the Liberal
campalign,

“In connectlon with the Literal plat-
form, one thing which 1 wmn certaln of
I8, that we are all alive to the Importance
of party unity, and to the applicability
1o our case of the old maxim that ‘United
we stand, and divided we fall' Even unit-
ed, the Liberal party hus not in fiftecn
years been able to dislodey thowprotection
party fram power, notwithstanding all
thelr misdeeds.  That party aloptel the
polley of pratection as the prinelpal plank
in thetr platform for the general election

Cpreatly needs sach a government,

¢ 1878, The general depression at that

tiwe in Canada, in common with ihe rest
of the world, unfortunately disposed our
people to try almost any political experi-
ment from which there seemed avy chance

of relief, and the policy of protection
rroved a  fortunate plece of party tac-
‘tics for the political party who adopted

it, however disastrous to the best interesis
of the country in the long run. but the

end appears now to have come, Our neighs- |

Lors south of us have just dislodged their
protection party d there is every pros-
pect of our having a like succ our
next general election. But tor this pure
rese the Liberal party must be united,
We must endeavor to retaia present par-
ties, and go on adding to the number fromn
without. “This convention may be asked
to consider whether for this purpose L
Liberal party should contine ftself for the
present to its present platform, which we
probubly all agree to be in the main a
good platform as fur as It gues, and whe-
ther therefure the convention should rec-
vminend i without any change, or whes
ther some modification should be made

eSS al

fn regad to any of s planks ;
or  whether there should  be  ad-
ded  some  mnew  planks, All  such

proposals are to be weighed from every
standpoint.  On the vne hand, hinportant,
beneticlu]l improvements are not to be
hastily rejected, and, on the other hand,
We can none of us forget the darger of
‘swapping horses while crossing 4 river.'
We are now in the river ; we want to gat
to the other bank . we have a fair pross
pect of getting there as we are, and it
might, perhaps, be serious for us to swap
horses while on our way ; but that Is for
the convention to consider and determine.

“We all hope that the general election
will result ja the formation of a Liberal
administratlon under the premiership of
our distinguished chief, This administra-
tion will have the opportunity of erystal-
lizing Into the law and Into the constitu-
tion and into the exccutlve actlon the re-
spective wmatters which, o far, Liberals
have agreed upon, and have contended

Hon. L. H. Davies, M.P., Charlottetown,
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for as a party. In doing that work first,
if for the present we can do no more, a
grand work will have been done towards
promoting the prosperity of our country
ard securing 1ts future well-being. Fur-
ther reforms In all directions may follow.
I hope, and from what I know or have
learned of those who compose thig con-
vention, I not only hope, but I expect,
that In econsidering the subjects which
may be brought befors you, the convens
tion will prove kself 4 model convention
of earnest and thoughtful Liberals ; that
many will go home from the convention
with thelr political faith strengthgned
and their political zeal quickened ; that
we all shull be stronger Liberals aad
sovmder and more hopeft ! Janadians for
havireg been her o, wed snall be mare ynit-
ed politicaii; than eves before; and that
after the n-xt general eleotion it may be
tiuly =ald by the whole country that it
was at the Liberal convention In Ottawa
in June, 183, that protection and bad gov-
crnment and coasequent political unrest
among our people recelved their death-
blow, (Applause)

* It is fifteen years since Canadians, for
the sake of the protection experiiment,
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withdrew their support from the best of
povernments, under the premlership of
an excellent man, an able statesman, a
noble patriot anl a pure politiclan, the
universally-lamented Alexander Mackenzie
(Appause) As Canadians, lovers of Can-
ada, and desiring for it the hest possible
fortune, we could not wish for our coun-
iry to-day anything better than a gov-
crnment of another fifteen years and
more ke that of Mr. Mackenzie ; or than
we know a government would be if undep

U the premiership of our distinguished and

esteemed Dominion echief, with some of
his able coadjutors in the two houses of
parliament as hig colleagues, Our country
May

\

|

its accession to office be soon, and may |

fts tenure of office be long.”
continued applause))

The remainder of the afternoon eession
wus devoted to the work of organizing the
convention, Hon, W, 8, Flelding, premler
of Nova Scotla, was appointed tirst vice-
chalrman, and Hon, A, G, Joly and A,
. Blair, premier of New Brunswick, see-
ond and third vice-chalirmen,

Premler Peters of Prince Edward Island
was named assoclate chalrman,

IN THE EVENING.

The conventlon met again in the even-
ing about 8 o'clock. The rink was crowd-
el to the doors, the body of the hall
being occupled by the delegates and the
galleries by the ladles of Ottawa  and
their wescorts, The audience was both
sympathetic and enthusiastic,and notwith-
standing the intense hewt listened with
the keenest attention to the speakers of
the evening. When Sir Oliver Mowat,
the chalrman for the evening, was con
ducted 1o the platform by Mr, H. A, Bare,
the sccretary of the Ottawa Reform asso-
clation, the audience rose as one man
and cheered for several moments.  The
chalrman  was followed by Mr. Laurler
and Hon. A, G, Jones, Hon, Fred Peters,
¢, 8. Hyman, W, D. Balfour, M. PP, Hon,

(Loud and

E. H. Bronson, lon L. H, Davies and
others,
The enthusiasm with which the prem-

ler of Ontarlo had been received on his
ertrance broke owt acaln and again when
he rose to open the meeting.  Sir Oliver,
after acknowledging the applause, saia
that it wasg his pleasant daty to inform
the convention that they would now hear
the distinguished elleftain himself,

Mr, Laurier on stepping to the front met |

with a most flattering reception, the en- | (o) wore not true ; but 1 submit that

tire audience rising to thele
cheering for several moments,
MIAUKIER'S SpPErc,
Mr. Laurfer said " Ladies and gentle-

feet  and

men, 1 would vainly = to find, even
though 1 attempted to do =0, words 1o
convey to you a sense of the gratitude

of mysell und those entrusted with the

e

fortunes of the

for the Kkindness with which you have
tesponded  to the appea! which | made |
a few  weeks ago in my capacity as otti- |

clal head of the Liberal party of the Dos |

minjon of Canada. It is most encouraging |
that there should be such numbers pre-
sent, not only that there should be such |
rumbers  pres but that we shoula

have upon this platform the leadeys of Lio- |
aral thought in so many provinces of the |
Dominion, from veteran of Hn!:nrlnI
to the young ftighting premier of Prince |
Edward Island. (Applause.) Sir, if you |
would allow me a personal thought upon
this clrecumstance, 1 would gay that,proud
as I am to-day of the presence of Sir Oli- |
ver Mowat, premier of the provinee of On-
tario ; of Mr. Fielding, the premler of
Nova Scotia; of Mr. Blair, the premier

the
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of New Brunswick ; of Mr. Peters, the |
prewier of Prinee Kdward Island, and of |
Mr. Sifton, of the Maunitoba government,
iIf you will allow me here to speui, 1 woulll |
say that 1 value still more, from a per-
sonal point of view, the presence amongst
us of my old frlend, Mr. Joly de Lotbin-
lere, under whose leadership it was my
goud fortune a good many years ugo to
serve my apprenticeship when 1 had the
honor to sit in the local assembly of the
province of Quebee, when he was leader
uf the opposition. (Applause.) He has
told you here to-day that he has retired
from polities, but when he heard the
sounds of the bugle, and got the smell of
the powder, he had to falldnto the ranks
like an old soldler, (Applause.) I am proud
to tell you, gentlemen, that we have to-
day representatives from all parts mostly
of the Dominlon of Canada—from the pro-
vince by the Atlantic, from the valley of
the St. Lawrence, from the region of the
great lakes, even from the prairies of
Manitobu and the Northwest, The only
province which is not represented to-day
offcially s the province of British Co-
lombia, and yet to some extent it s, for
this morning the chairman of the conven-
tion received the following telegram :—
“UrAlthough not represented, British Co-
lvmbia tukes warm interest in the pro-
ceedings of the Liberal convention, Sen-
timent here favors a policy of freer trade
relations with Great Britain and her col-
onies, especially Australia, and reciproceity
of trade with all other nations,’ (Ap-
plause.) Nothing like this convention has
you taken place sinee confederation, and
to find anything of the kind or approach-
ing it you must go back to the days of

uld Canada-—to the famous Liberal con-
vention which met in Toronto in 180,
And, MMr. Chairman, you will allow me

the pleasure of saying that this meeting
is presided over by one of the leaders
of that convention in that year. Sir Ol-
ver Mowat was one of those who helped
on that occasion to shape the policy which
afterwards prevailed,  Sir Ollver Mowat
belongs In moere senses than one to the
schoul of that great old man who to-
day, under the gaze of an admiring and |
wondering  world, is struggling against
many  odds to relieve a country from a
reglwe of oppression, and to give It good
government of the people. (Applause.)
Time seems to huve made no impression
on Gladstone; his mental activity seems
to Increase with years, Sir Oliver Mowat,
perhaps more than many cothers at the
convention of 1839, had to denl with the

dificvitics  that wera then prevalling.
Ca: Ja was sufferin wevera e Gt
that time, They (MR ever, were of

a coretivitional nature. For years an
imperfest constitutional system had pre-
vailed in Canada. There was the union
of Lower and Upper Canada, an English
and a French province, with all the dis
advantages of a federal and a legislative
union, and without any of the advantages.
You know that the principle which was
then adopted as a solution of the woes
whnich Canada was then suffering was re-
presentation by population. This principle
was gradually extended until it became
the origin of confederation, uncil it be-
came the means wherchy the four pro-
vinces of British America were united in-
to a confederation under the sanction
of the motheriand, with the object that
it was to extend all ower the continent,

We, the Lit I=, at this late day, are
again assembled in order to discuss the
present  position of the country, [ am

glad to suy that though Canada is suffer-
ing muany ills and woes, they do not arise
from constitutional effects. 1 am glad to
say that the constitution, though not per-
fect, still is such that it should command
the respect and love of all Canadians.
(Applause.) 1 want it to be known at the
very outset of our proceedings that while
coming here from all parts of the Do-
minion, to discuss the political situation
of the country, to remedy, it
possible, the ills  from which our
ecuuntry is  suftering, we do not
wume here in  uny carping spirit,
with any revolutionary words, [ say, we
coine here with our hearts full of love for
eur Conadlan  country—(applaus+=)—with
pride for its past and hope f(or its future,
(Renewed applause.) Mr, Chalruwan, it is
undeniable that to-day the position of
Canada is not what it ought to be. In
the eyes of many of us—should say in the
cyes of all of us—the position s such as
W make a good many of the people of
Canada feel anx.ous for the fate of the
country. We are here to discuss the situe
ation of our country., Whenever we meet,
ws we do upon this occasion, to discuss
the situation of our country, we are met
by our opponents with a very gingular obe
Jection,  If we speak of the situation of
the country, and if we do not represent
it in roseate colors, we are told at once
by the Conservatlve party that we are
decrying the country, This is a very
strapige objection, It would mean that
the party in power have the right to do
anything they please, and the only thing
left to the opposition !s approbation, The
pusition of the oppostiion urder this pule
would be a slavish one, and it would nev-
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lread  The

er dare to <peak the truth, There s but
one answer to make to this, and it 1s that !
the truth would not be spoken at all
It were a crime undoubtedly—it were a
national crime—for anyone to speak {1l
of his couatry If he spoke falsely, It
would be a erime, and a great erime, If |
the colors under which the country is pro. |

it would be more a eritne to conceal the
truth for fear of causing fear or ¥hame, |
There is but one thing to do, sir, and it
i to speak the truth on every ocefision. |
It 18 not perhaps within the bounds of
hutan nature to expect that every pnle!
of the history of a people would be free
from contlict, but I assert that a prople nl

beral party toward you | history wili be the closest do truth where

— o

you tind a swrong and gealthy pubiic op
ion to denownce every crime and outrage,
I submit every possible condition of the
succosses ard grandeur of a people s that
2ll moral oftmees should be denounced,
that all erime should be denourced, and
that (he truth should be spoken upon ev-
ery occasion without fear or favor. If
any one were to look at the history of the
country for the lods 26 years, that man
must admit—und I may say here to begin
with, that Cunada has made great nd
substantial progress, but, great as that
progress has lmen, he must admit that it
has not reached.* - legitimate expecia-
fons of the g m people,. No man

can say, | o # to what party he
Lelongs, tha na 18 realized in these
2 vears the es * we had 26 years
agu. If our ] wen realized, the
population o na >uld be at least
TOW0N of =0, It lay about 5,000«

wv, If our L
would to-day
ada 1,000,000 of
are now to L
country, It |
that in a cowm
many resouree:
every child bor
main a citizen
(Hear, hear)
crown speak ol
to treat it very
that there is nc
ance than this -
i is a well-know
population is th
siunces of the d
Not only that, ba
sidered, that, not
ral growth of ou
spent thousands e
In the last fifteen
in immigrants, It
to think that, 4h)

2 2on realized, we
‘L the soil of Cun-
low-Canadians who

and in a neighboring
t too much to expect
like Canal Wwith so
aery deseription, that
m the =oil should re-
nada for all his e,
the mitisters of the
matter they affect
lyv. 1 subinit to you
©of greater import-
u=stion, Why, =sir,
that the growth of
sure in many in-
ment of a people.
nportant is it con-

ed with vhe nata-
ulation, we have
illlons of dollars

in order to Lring
matter of regret

~e are spending

$200,000 or $300,000 « vear In order to
bring In immigrant cannat keep our
“wn people nmo‘np'; “selves, 18 it to

be supposed, 1s it

those born on the s

tached to the soll th.
lation will be attache
expected that if we o
people, those we briig m abroad will
remain? ‘There is snly one conclusion
to be arrived at, .ju it is this, that if a

xpected, that if
ot remain at-
a2 forelgn popu-
it? Is it to he

keep our own
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country like Canada which can keep and
maintain a hundred milllons of men, can-
not keep a paltry sopulation of 5,000,000
there must be souiething wrong with the
policy and with the government. (Ap-
piause.)  The conclusion is irresistible.
When the miniscers of the crown deal
with this question, they simply deny the
facts, They tell you that the country is
prosperous and that there is very little
emigration. There was a few days ago a
meeting in Orangeville, which s situated
in the county of Cardwell, and you know
it has Leen rumored that the government
were contemplating rewarding one of
the faithful, that the government were
contemplating removing Mr. White, the
representative of Cardwell, to another
sphere of usefulness, to make him the col-
lector of customs« in Montreal ; but, be-
fore they cama.bo that.conclusion, they
had at perhupo}it would not be
LI S the Fohn circumstances to
open Cardwell. Therefore, they made a
descent upon the faithful of Cardwell
One of the ministers who was taken up
was Mr. Clarke Wallace, the controller
of customs, He opened his remarks by
expressing his great admiration for the
beauty of the surroundings of Orange-
ville, He spoke in glowing terms of the
appearances of prosperity of the farm
houses, and of the farms, which he saw
in all directions. 1 have no doubt that
Mr. Wallace had good reason to speak
thus,  Orangeville is one of those places
which claims to be the garden of On-
tario and of Canada.

Mr. Wallace said |
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that if the *Qrit
them, had been

evidences of the «
regarding the co!
but if the *Grit ¢
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oakers,” as he called
sre, they would  find
o of their statements
tion of the country ;
iker ' had been there
idr. Wallace what was
Ae of those farms had
0 or & per cent. dur-
vears. He would have
“8, this is a fine coun-
not shine upon a bet-
‘ot upon every one of
‘plore the loss of a son
4s gone to the United
his own native coun-
iim. This language of
Mr. Wallace is th : strongest possible ar-
ralgnment of the polley of the present
government, that, with the undoubted ad-
vantages we have, these people of Orange-
ville and surrounding country cannot keep
thelr own at home. (Applause,) The min-
fster of finance also sald on that occa-
glon that the country was prosperous to
a degree, and the story of the exodus In-
vented simply by the Grits. (Laughter.)
There might be, h* sald, a few emigrants
now and then, and what think yuu was
the cause Mr. Foster told them of these
people leaving th: country? You could
not possibly divine {t, because what lttle
exodus there may he out of the country is
caused, according to Mr, Foster, by the
articles in The dbbe newspaper, ((Great
laughter)) According to Messrs, Foster
and Wallace, thos: who leave the coun-
try  leave It simply because they
Globe  newspaper, Well,
«ir, The Globe 14 & very good paper {n
many ways. (Apphuse) [ commend The
(Hlobe, and 1 comuend the editor of The
Globe, who 18 on the platform to-night.
I am glad to se a compliment pald by
an oppoment, bue Lam a Frenchman, and
they are supposed to be chivalrous, and
I must stand up for the Conservatiyve
prese, Tt 1« not fab for Mr, Foster to dis-
count It influence If the people around
Orangeville read e Globe, 1s 1t not pos-

| sible they also readThe Empire? (Laughe

ter.) If The Glole tells them they are
not prosperous, 18 it not possible that
they read The Emoire, which tells them
they are prosperon? (Laughter) s it

einity are go stupid as to believe The
o When it tells them they are not
prosperous, when they are? (Loud laugh-

ter.)

their ownr circumstances, and to rely up-
o tell them? (Laugh-
ve
* Wis another meeting
At the present time there

duy answer
held elzewhere,
is
A ROVING COMMISSION

going from place to place—(laughter)—~to
find flaws, if flaws there be, In the na-
tional policy. A few weeks ago they weie
in the city of 8t, John, N.B,, and his ad-
mirers gave Mr, Foster a banjquet, at
which a fellow-countryman of mine, who
happens 1o be minister of agriculture, Mr,
Angers, made a speech. He proved that
he could be, on any occasion, the equal

as not to know |

Came so unan- ! lar vote

struction, 8 (Hear, hear  Last jear there
IMmous amonyg the wives them- | was a Democratic conventlon, aind on that
sclves that the government had tv come | occaslon they declared ‘That we con-
forward and promise that they would deal [ demn Republican m as a fraud

with the and reform the tariff,

That was ! omire  extracted  from
thew, bat what reform can you expeet
from men who tell you that the country
is prosperous and that there is no exo- |
dus ; who tell you their system s perfect
and hardly in need of modific m? Look
at what took place a few mow ago. Nir

John Thompsoti,at the board of trade ban-
quet in Toronto, told a large aw ience
that the government would be prepared

| next session to lop off some mouldering

of an Eaglishman, that he could be equal |

to his predecessor, Sir John Carling. He
gave figures to hig hearers, and spoke of
the exodus und prosperity of the country,
and told the pegple assembled that the
exodus " was not of a very) great size”

PERDN

Jos. H. Lepvc, M.P. for Nicolet, * the
youngest member of the house.”

He spoke in a city which in ten years has
not increased in population, but has actu-
ally lost 2,000 souls. The population of
St. John under Mackenzie's regime ex-
ceeded 40,000 ; by the last census the popu-
lation was reduced to under 40,000. That
is to say, that the whole of the natural in-
crease had been swept away, and Z0W
souls more. (Sensation.) He spoke In a
province in which the whole increase dur-
ing the ten years was 37 that is, that
the whole of the natural increase had
been swept away, together with every
immigrant except 37, Yet Mr, Angers said
the exodus wuas not of a very great size,
We are told that the Lord one day sent
His angels to smite the first born of a
people to puaish them for their eruelty.
but hers not only the 1irst born are swept
awvay, bat the whole issue of the people
is extinguished. (Loud cheers,) Yet Mr
Angers says that the exodus is not of a
very graat cize.  The newspaper repont
did not say that this statement had been
receivel with any cheers, but if they did
not they did not do him that justice to
which re is entitled, because it must
have been scomething new to  them (o
know that the exodus was of no great
size.  What would be the conditon of
New Brunswick and of the city of St
John if the exodus had been of a great
8ize?  There would have been nething
left of the city ; the whole population
would have been swept away. Under Mr,
Mackenzie the city of St. John was swept
by a disastrous fire, 1 assert in your pre-
sence, without fear of successful contra-
diotion, that the national policy has done
more to Injure the eity of St. John than
that great fire, and, in the {uce of this,
Mr, Angers could tell them that the ev-
odus wus no grewt size, Once a mission-
ary went to preach the good news to a
heathen city. IFrom the first house which

he passed he receivg! the contents of a
pet af boiling w.n;Z' did not go fur-

ther. Mo thoug L Mal gone far
enough, and went® ¢ and told his
friends what had oc .rred. He was asked
“What did you say”’ and replied, *1
thanked them.” ** For what?' “‘Because,”
he answered, “they did not send tie
pot as well as the water.,” (Laughter)
Well, sir, the people of St John must
thank Mr. Angers for knowing that t.w
exodus was not of a great slze, The
statement was made at a dinner to Me
‘oster, who, as you know, is, or was, a
cold-water man. (Laughter.) He i still
@ cold-water man, I believe, yet of not
the same degree of intensity as in former
days. (Loud laughter.) In former days
I remember, in the house of commons he
wanted every maa to be a cold-water man
like himself, He seems to have changed
his view, but for that I have no remark
to muke, save this | that the statements
of Mr. Angers requires a good deal of
wid water 10 wasn down, end perhaps
something clse besides, (Laughter,) But,
sir, the f{lls of Canada to-day are not
cunstitutional ; they are altogethier uf awn
economic nature, In my humble opinion
we should set it down at once that this
Is an aseambly of plain and practical
men, met together to deal with plain and
practical questions. I agree with every
word of the chairman of to-day, We might
be tempted, and the occnsion would be a
tempting one, to enlarge the political
borizon, to enter new ftields, and perhaps
Girect a policy to the future destiny of
Canada. Some people—perhaps they are
represaited here—favor closer union with
the molher country-—-(hear, hear)—some
want Canada to take rank with the other
rations of the earth -(hear, hear)—and
there are some to-day who would favor
the union of the two great branches of
the Anglo-Saxon race on this econtinent,
(Hear, hear.) Sir, 1 respect all these opin-
ftns ; but listen to me when 1 say that
we should not indulge In speculative poli-
tles. (Cheers.) This convention ought to
be confined to

PLAIN, PRACTICAL QUESTIONS,

“It 1s not when the house is on fire
that we should think of needed Improve-
ments. Qur first duty is to arouse the pene
ple to & sense of their immedlate danger,

Secrotary Bare, Ottawa Reform Associa-
tion.

and the Immediate danger 18 the tariff
which now oppresses Canada.,  (Cheers,)
There I8, as you well know, a universal
consensus of upinfon among classes, nay
among all parties in thig country, that
the taritl which now prevails in Canada
is a burdensome tariff, that it is an oup-
pressive tariff, and that it is known what
was known wt one thme as the NI, has
peen found to be a fraud and a failure,
(Loud cheers) | say there is this uni-
versal consensus of opinlon amongst us
that the tarlf has to be reformed. What
do you see In ontario to-day? A large
gection among the rank and file of the
Conservatiyve party openly declaring that
they want to undo the evil they helped to
establish In former years,  Look In the
ranks of the faithful, those who are min-
isterial to the buckbone,  Last session
we saw  man  after man rising In his
place in parllament and proposing amend-
ments to the tariff, men  like  Messrs,
Cleveland, Vope and others, proposing to
take one brick here and another there,

pussible the people of OUrangeville and

until the wall was threatened with de-

bratches, When we came to the session
we were fully prepared tosee the govein-
ment lop off thes» mouldering branches |
but we found that the government  had
changed their view, and what were woul-
dering branches in January, like the rod

of Moses, becaome flowering boughs in
March, (Cheers and laughter) They had |
mo alteration to make,  dentlemen, you

have nathing to expect from them. Apart |
from the logic of events, you have the
word of Mr. Foster hmeself, who has de-

clared again and agam within the lusl’t
few weeks that tariif reform would con- |
sist in this, that there might be a |

few changes here and there, but that the
principle of protection in the N.P. would |
be maintained, This simply means that
the government are going to scratch off
the paint, and put on a4 new coat of var-
nish, and call it twriff reform. (Laughter
and cheers))  Mr. Chairman, again upon
this occasion, 1 want it tu be well un-
derstood that
WE TAKE DIRECT ISSUE

here and now with the government, (Ap-
plause.)  The government tell us  that
the principle of the N. P, they are going
10 maintain, and we auswer to the gov-
ernment that the principle of the N.P,
18 vicious and must be taken off—not only
the branches, Sir, you remember what
teok place previous to the defeat of Mr,
Mackenzie, At that tin  we had for pre-
mier, as you well kn e, a man of inde-
pendent  revatuGe fhere never was 4
puresl oo a greatel + in my estimation
in Canada than Alex. Mackenzle, (Ap-
plause,) He would not sioop to pander to
what he supposed to be popular preju-
dice. He thought that the country could
not be made prosperous Ly high taxation.
The people believed otherwise. I have no
fault to find with anybody, and no criti-
cism to offer, but 1 appeal to your judg-
ment in the face of the experience of the
last fifteen  years under the sys-
tem which was Introduced by the
Conservatdive party, which was dubbed the
N.P, to say If that system is not vicious
in principle, Iniquitous In its terms and
dangerous in its consequences, (Applause.)
1 say that it is viclous in principle. I
want to know-and 1 put the question so
a8 to be heard through the length and
breadth of this country—by virtue of what
principle will you tax a man to enrich
his neighbor? By virtue of what prin- |
ciple will you tax the farmer in order
to give work to the workingman? On
what principle will you tax the working-
man in order to give better prices to the |
farmer? We were told in 1877 and 1878
that by adopting a policy of high taxation |
we would create labor, and if we created
labor, thoge who bLore the burden would |
be recoupcd In some way. All these pro-
mises have been found to bLe fallaclous,
If the principle had been true that by
high taxation we would create labor, we !
would see the resuit to-day, wvur popu-
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lation would be increased, and you were |
told that you would have a population |
of teeming thousands in the clitles of Can-
ada. What are the results? 1 am going l
to give you just
A FEW FIGURES

which are, in my estimation, a most «lo-
quent arraignment of the N.P. During
the period from 1871 to 1881 in the pro-

vince of OUntario there was an increase or |
42,071 souls, In the following perioq, |

from 1ssl to 1891, the increase of popula- |
tion fell from 12071 to 151,553, a decrease
of more than 100 per cent,  In Quebec dur-
wg the previous period the Increase ot
population was 167,001, and in the followw
ing period the increase was 130,05, or a
decrease of 55,000, In Prince bdward Is-
Jand in the former period the Increase was
14,000 ; in the following period the Increase |
was how wmany? Not even 1L,u0 ; not even |
540, not even 20, but simply 189. In Nova

Seotla the incerease was in the pre\'mul'
period 32,972, while In the following period |
it was 9,420, In New Brunswick the

increase was in  the former  period

25,639, while In the second period it had

fallen off to just 7. The whole increase

was swept away. Such flgures as these |
are the strongest possible arralgnment

of the nationai policy. It is true there

has been an increase in Manitoba in some

respects, but Manitoba has been peculls

arly situated. The fine prairies of the

west have, to some extent, attracted immi-

gration, but we know by the figures of the

census, which have been taken from time

to time, that not more than 60 per cent.

of the immigrants that went to Manitoba

remained there. There is not, 1 may say,

a single provinee throughout the Domin-

jon which clamorg so much and so loudly

to be freed from the Incubus of the na-

tional policy. 1 appeal to the farmers

who are now before me if it is not true

that the most dfticult period for the far-

mer is the period fullowing the first set-

tlement. This Is the period when, If the

farmer 1s to be favored, he ghould be as-

sisted, but farmers of Manitoba have heen

forced to pay tributy to the manufactur-

ers of the enst, Manitoba would boil with

joy the day when it would be freed from

the incubus of the national policy. We

are told that we cannot say that the ma-

tional policy has been the canse of the

exodus, because when the people leave the

country, they go to the United  States,

which has also a protective tariff. The ar-

gument is a captious one, It 1s true that

the national policy Is nothing but a ser-

vile

COPY OF THE AMERICAN BYSTEM

of protection, The Conservative party,the
loyal party, left the example of the moth-
er country and went over to the other
#lde for a policy, and they brought it back
ginging * God Save the Queen."” They
advocated that policy In 1878, In 1879, after
they were returned to power, they intro-
duced an American nostrum and gave It
to the loyal people of Canada. When they
were told by people like myself, who claim
to be as loyal as they are, but whose loy-
alty Is in the heart, and not on the lips,
“You are endangering  British  connee-
tlon," they said, " So much the worse for
pritish connection.,”  ‘They adopted the
policy, but the result was aot what they
had expected. The policy did not stop the
exudus, as they sald it would, The exodus
under thelr poll doubled and  trebled,
What Is the reason the policy prospered
comparatively in the United States and
not in Cannda? The ieason is that the
great varlety of climate to the south of
the line, thelr Increasing populatien and
the great accumulation of wealth, were a
protection agalnst protection,  They had

free trade amongst an eversinereasing
community,and were  saved by free  wrade
notwithstandmg the high protection.  Dut

there wad more, You know very well that
this wisdom which was borrowed by our
wovernment from the United States has
been condemned by the American people,
(Cheers,)
THFE EXAMPLE OF OUR NEIOHRBORS,

“You know very well that this Yankeas

evsatem has been condemned by a majority

| mit

of the states and & majority of the popu-

and a robbery of Wt majority of
the Amorican people forgthe beneflt of a
few.' (Cheers.) That condemnation was
endorsed by the American people at the
first opportunity, following, and they de-
¢ 1 in the most emphatic language that
the syslem of protection over there was
a frand and a robbery.

M. Chairman and gentlemen, T sube
to your judgwment that the servile
copy of the American system which has
beon brought dmongst us by the leaders
of the Conservatives, is like its prototype,
a fraud and a robbery—Qond applause)—
and 1 eall upon you one and all to pro-
nounce at onee and give your emphatie
support to the proposition that we shall
never rest until we have wipel away from
onr system that fraud and robbery under
which Canadians  suffer.  (Great cheer-
ing)  But, sir, there is somthing more,
We pronounce to-day In favor of tariff re-
form, and our opponents have borrowed
the word from us, You know it has been
the system of the Conservatlve party more
than once, whenever their clothes became
delapidated, to steal the clothes of thelr
uppouents, and present themselves before

Jamks_ SvTHERLAND, M.P., Liberal whip,
2 North Oxford.

the decently attired. This is what

| they want to do agaln, and on this occa-

sion I do not object to their stealing
our clothes, but 1 do object to thelr ap-
pearing before the country in false colors.
They want a reform of the tariff only to
retain the system of protection, 1 sube
to you that the ideal ftiscal system
is the British system of free trade.
(Cheers,)

* Sir, my loyalty, as 1 stated, does no®
ooze from the pores of my body, but %
do want to go for an example to the
mother country, and not to the United
States, wuch as 1 respect the people oa
the other side of the line. 1 say the policy
should be a policy of free trade, such as
they have in England, but [ am sorrv
to say that uthe circumstances of the
country cannot admit at present of thal
puilcy In Ms entirety. But [ propose tq
you that from this day henceforward it
should be the goal to which we aspire, I
propose to you from this day, although
we cannot adopt the policy itself, to ado®
the principle which regulates it; that isg
to say, that though it should be your
misfortune for many years to come to
have to raise a revenue by customs du-
ties, these duties should be levied only se
far as is necessary to carry on the busi.
ness of the government. (Cheers) 1 sub-
mit to you that not a cent should be ex-
tractedl from the pockets of the peopie
except every cent goes into the treasup,
of the people, und not into the pockets
of anybody else. (Cheers.) [ submit to

yonu that no du_t_y should be levied for pro-

tection s sake,'put levied altogetner wndd
only for the purpose of filling the treas-
ury to the liwits required. 1 submit to
vou that every cent that is levied should
be levied first and foremost upon the lux-
urles of our people, (Cheers,) [ submit to
you, therefore, that the system of protecs
tion which Is to be maintained by the
government, that Is to say, of levying
tribute upon the people, not for the les
gitimate expenses ot the government, but

[ fur a private and privileged class should

be  condemned  without qualification,
(Cheers,)  Let it be well understood that
from this moment we have a distinct Is-

| 8sue with the party In power, Their ideal

is protection,  our  ideal free
trade. Their immediate object
is protection ; ours a tariff for revenue
only. (Cheers.)) Upon this issue we en-
gage in battle from this moment forward
and 1 ask you once more never to desist
until we have achieved victory, until we
have freed this country from the Incubus
which has been welghing It down for fif-
teen long years. (Loud cheers.) Nothing
is more difficult—that is one of the evils
uf protection—than to wipe away protecs
tion, beoause under it Interests have been
established which every man who has at
heart the interests of all classes must
take Into consideration. It Is always easy
to increase the tariff, because Ly s0 do~
ing yvou inerease the private fortunes of
certain Individuals, but whenever you de-
crease the taritf it has always to be done
with careful consideration, and 1 am sure
that whon the Liberals are in power they
will not be indifferent to those truths,
Any cne in this audience, any (onservs
ative in the country, (f 1 ask, do you
crave more markets for your produce, [
would be told, * Yes!' If 1 were to tell
him there is on the other side of the lire
a nation of 65,000,000 of the Anglo-Saxon
racethat 18 the greatest commercial race In
the world, would you not like to trade
with them untrammelled and unfettered?

RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITED STATES,

Years ago we had a treaty of reciproe
city with the United States, and you
know that was the golden e¢ra in the hig-
tory of Canada, Aguin and again the
wish was expressed that we should again
obtain that market if possible, but It has
become & settled fact with both the great
parties in the United States that they
will not renew the treaty of 1804; thag

Mr. ScrIVER, M, P., takes a little refresw
ment,

I8 to say, a treaty confined to %« ...
products only, but manufactures have to
be included as well, In 1888 we adopied
a polley of untrammelled trade with the
United States. This polley was distorted
to a most wicked perversion by our ope
penents. They asserted on the platform
and in the press that what we wanted
was unrestricted reciprocity, and nothing
elge, and that we would not take anye
thing else, whereus the fact was that we
were prepared to negotinte upon a baske
of unrestricted reciprocity; but we wonld
have been ready to oltain any treaty
with reciprocity upon a basis of natural
products and manufactures as well. The
Liberal party, when it formulated the
polley of unrestricted reciproeity, never
disguised that there were d/fficulties in
the way, and that when we came ROy
negotlate the treaty several llnes of mans




