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THE PROX'INCE OF QUEBEC

lilSTOBIC'AL SVKTOH.

The Province of Quebec wan tli^ oruill>> ol French colonimtioii iu Ame-
rica. After the disnovfry ol (Janada by Jactjues-CHrtier in li)o4an<l the un-

successful attempts of Koherval au<l the Mar(jui>< de la Roelje to effect settle,

luents in Aiuerica, the French ioundeii tlie colony of I'ort-Hoyul, wlii<;h, for

varioud reasons, "lovelopod but slightly, (.'hamplain, who was at Hrst cun>loyeU

by de Moiits at I'ort-lvoyal, abandoned that untur|.iri90 tu devote Jiis energieg

to the estabUHlimeni of <2ii*^l'*^tJ> the centre of the great eoloniaing movement
out of which sprang New France. At the close of the XVllth century, the

French posbessions in America oxionded to the ilulf of Mexico and embraced
the linost and riclieat portion of the new continent, that is to say, the whole

olC'anada and more than two-thirds of the jiresent teriitory of the United State*

The colony founded by Champhun in lt»U8 has passed tlirough many vicis-

situdes. Exploited by mon()j)oli9t3 and decimated by almost continual wara

with the Indians or the Nuw England colonies, its )>opulation w<'re called

upon to display unu8Uiil energy and valor to maintain down to 17.V.) the honor

of the Frencli flag in America.

Admiaislrufive ^^i/atem.

Down to KiG.'i, New Franco wa.s under the almost exclusive control of th«

trading companies, to whom it wat> handeil over by the king. The (ioviM-uor

devoted himself especially to military matters, so that the inteinal adiiiiniatra-

tion was carried on cuiefly by the otficers named by the companie«, and,

from 1647, by ac<mncil in which the inhabitants of the country had a cert<iin

number of representativtiH. in lOO.'i, Louis XIV resumed the control oi atfairp

and of the government of the colony, to which he granted a constitution. The
.Sovereign Council was charged with the administration of justice ajid constituted

a court of last resort, and shortly afterwards the j^reu^i^ofQuebec and tlie royal

jurisdictions of Three Kivers and Montreal, in u<ldition to the seigniorial courts^


