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MiTiivisli, Ml (iilliviiiy, ('Vcjifoiv, McLi'od, and othi'vs took phicc in 17H7, and avc learn

I'l oin tlu' cvidemo of tli,' lion. William Mcdillivray tiuit lht> lirst hold in a piTnianon) lorni

oH' tlio Red Iiivor district was taken in 1788. This statement is I'urthev conoborated by

Alexander Henry, ju)i., a fiir-trader, who, in 1800, journeyed along Red River. From him

we learn that the lirst i'ort on Red River was built by a trader, Peter Clrant. The Ibrt

was situated on the east side ol' Red liiver, a little south of the International bound-

ary, and no doubt near the tit. Vincent railway station. Henry in 1800 says that there

were at this point " tlie remains of an old fort."

Fort Pembina on the west side of lied River, a little more than a mile south of the

Inlernalional boundary, was built by a North-West trader, Charles Chaboiller in 17r>7-!'8.

Mr. David Thompson, the surveyor of the North-West Company, a man of great persi'ver-

auce and marvellous endurance, gives au account of a visit to this post in 17!'8, at which

time, though he passed the spot, ho makes no mention of a fort at the mouth of the Assini-

boine. At the time of his journey, which was made up licd Ifiver, there was a North-

West fort sixtv miles further up stream, at the mouth ol' Red Lake River, where now
stands the town of (i rand Forks, in Dakota. This I'ort was in charge of a French half-breed

trader, IJaplistc Cadol, the son of the celebrated old trader of Sault^Ste. Marie, referred to

by many writers of the period. Further up Red Lake River there was at this lime a post

also upon l{i>(l Lake, celebrated as beiuif omt of the supi)osed sour<-cs of the Mississippi.

This was under the charge of a North-West bourgeois. John 8ayer. It was a .son of this

trader who afterwards figured in the remarkable trial at I'ort (larry in 1841I, when tht^

French half-breeds rose against constituted authority, and .seized court-house, jiulge and

Jury. As an example of the hardships endured at these forts, Thom[)>on tells us that the

trader, Saver, and his men had passed the whole wintc r on no more substantial food than

wild rice and maple sugar. The l-'orts on Red River, in 17!'8, seem to have been Pembina,

the Forks (Cirraiul Forks), and Red Lake, all of them in what is iu)w the United States.

The approach to Red River would .seem to have been made by the North-Westers by

way of Rainy River, or even from I'ond du Lac. on Lake Superior, and down Red Lake

River. The union of the North-Westers and the X. Y. C(»mpany, who had been rivals

since 17fM;, and to the latter of which Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Fdward lillice

l)elonged. took place in 1S()4. An impulse was given to their trade, and seizing a leading

position at the Forks of our rivers, they built a new post.

1''(pi;t (liKi; \i;jai;. - -'file Hudson's Ray Company claim to have built a fort at Red
River in IT!'!', but no lraet> of it n'mains. Possibly it may have been at the point a few

miles below the F'orks, afterwards taken up by the ('olony. It was in 1S0G that the North-

Westers erected their fort at a point, one old resident informs us, 'within gun-shot of old

Fort (Jarry," as it was afterwards bnilt. Such a comparison is suggestive of the relations

of the two companies, and eertaiiily it was the warlike humour of the builders rather than

the strength of tiie position that gave this fort its name. It faced towards Red River

lather than the Aissiniboine, ami was situated below tin' site of the receiuly removed

ei'iigrant sheds. From the I'vidence of a resident of the colony, we know that, in 1818,

ihitj i\nl was about lifty yards back from the river. The same observi-r says the river was

then l.'t't vards widi' : it is now at this point about 200 yards ; so that from each side of

the ri\er twenty-live vards have iallen into it. It will thus be seen that ten yards of the
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