
12 COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH CANADA.

kiH»wii as tin' works she lius ((Uistnu'tcd. Tho Hon. A. T. Clalt, the
Caiiallisin minister of tiiiaiKte, in a late sptMM'li, oii behfilf of tlie govern-
ment, said:

We liHve ii(» tmdo ourselves wliicli would requiro enlarpemptit of the caimls; no trade

which would justify us in oulargiuf; them; we could only hf repaid for such iinprovementa

by obtaiiiiiip the Auiericau States' trade and making: it pay tolls or otherwise contribute to

our revenue.

H(»w far our t5'<>vernnH'ut will be willinj*' to surrender its trade and
revenues as a tril>ute to this policy <»f a jjij^antie British-Canadiau rivalry,

will (h'pend ui»on the rliara<;ter of American statesmanship.

CANADIA>i TAltlFFS—TIIJOIK IM'LIl^NCE f)N I'MTED STATES RAILllOADS,
>!lIll»l»IN{r, ETC., ETC.

A statement of the clianjics in the Canadian taritf, since Jidy (I, 18f>r>,

as retpiired by the resolutions of the House of Kei>reseutatives, will be
found in tlie apju'tidix hereto, (see I>.)

It will be seen that r;ina<la, with a view to exportation and the <Ienmnds
of the maritime pro\ iiMcs, now admits wlieat and tlour free of duty. She
lias uo crop so cheaj* and piolitable, for various manufacturing ami other
jMU'poses, lis corn bought from us. It is a domestic ue<'essity Avith her
to i)urchas(' it, iis slic cannot [>roduce it so cheaply as she can buy it,

and any duty levied by lier ui>on wheat an<l corn, our two staple articles

of agriculture, nnist be i)aid by Imm- peoj)le. Owing to the g<'ological

formation and tlie p( <itioii of tlu' most populous and rapidly-increasing
]>ortiou of Cauiida, she will always be comiK'lled to carry her coal from
distant mines, chii Hy tVcan tlie rnit<'d States, her own consumers pay-
ing whatever duties may be imijosed on it.

A chai'iicteristic feature of the Canadian tariff's is, that iilthough the
usual rate of duty levied on textile fabrics and otlu'r mamifactures is

15 per cent., the mntrrials used in uiiinufacti. ring are car<'ftdly exempt<'d
from taxation. Many articles alresidy in part manufactured are also

iiiclmled in the exemi)tions for this jnirpose. This coiu-se is carried to the
fullest extent in reference to shipbuilding, all articles used either in

building or furnishing a ship being imported free of sill duty.

A similar i)olicy exists as to railroad iron in all its forms, to locomo-
tives, and engine frnmes, and to everything used in the constructing of
railways. To so great an extent are tacilities for shipbuilding carried

out, that siM'h a vessel as would cost jibout >«1(H) a ton in the seaports of

the United States can be made for little more than half that sum in the
p<U'ts of the provinces, estimating in the currency of the United States.

The intliu'nce of this great advantage in faviu' of provincial shipping and
foreign industry over those of our own c(uintry, both in competiticm for

inland commerce on the lakes and rivers, and for trade carried on
between the two countries on the coast, and with all regions beyond the
sea, deserves grave attention ; jtnd the concessions made in the sanu' way
to provincial lines of railroads, also c()mj>eting with our own, are scarcely

less worthy of consideration. The coasting trade of the British provinces
has nev<'r been conceded to the vessels of the United States. Foreign
shi[>s nught go from one colony to another, but even this linuted prvvi-

lege is now taken away by the confederation of the British Novth
Ameriean provinces. The imperial act 10 and 17 Victoria, chapter '.07,

section 163, is as follows:

''No goods or passengers shall be carried from one part of the British
possessions in Asia, Africa or America, to any other part of the same
possessions, ejcct^t in British akips.^


