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CHAP. I

An Act respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway.
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[Absented lo \bth February 18S1.]

WHEREAS by the terras and conditions of the admission
of British Columbia into Union with the Dominion of

Canada, the G-overnment of the Dominion has assumed the
•obligation of causing a Railway to be constructed, connect-
ing the seaboard of British Columbia wath the Railway
system of Canada

;

And whereas the Parliament of Canada has repeatedly

•declared a preference for the construction and operation of
such Railway by means of an incorporated Company aided
by grants of money and land, rather than by the G-OA'ern-

ment, and certain Statutes have been passed to enable that

course to be followed, but the enactments therein contained
have not been effectual for that purpose

;

And whereas certain sections of the said Railway have
been constructed by the Grovernment, and others are in

course of construction, but the greater portion of the main
line thereof has not yet been commenced or placed under
contract, and it is necessary lor the developement of the

North-West Territory and for the preservation of the good
faith of the G-overnment in the performance of its obliga-

tions, that immediate steps should be taken to complete and
operate the whole of the said Railway

;

And whereas, in conformity wath the expressed desire of

Pc.rliament, a contract has been entered into for the constru >
tion of the said portion of the main line of the said Railway,
and for the permanent working oF the whole line thereof,


