
MARCH 20, 1918 25

assauit upon the province Mf Qué[bec? Why,
forsooth? Becaiuse ithe people o« that pro-
vince 'believed in volunt-ary enlistment as
againstconscription. The troubles and diffi-
cuilties which. we have had in the ,past have
gone on increasing dlaiJy and are to-day in
the condition which I have described. Was
it diglo3yalty, was it pro-Germanism, on the
part of the people of Australda te iha-ve vot-ed
against conscription as they did on twcm oc-
,casionbs? Why should the people of tihe
province of Quebec and the French Cana-
dian-s living elsewhere in Canada -who are
opposed to -conscri.ption 'be called traitons
and pro-Germans because they had a
preference for voluntary enlistment as
against conscription? Unfortuna;tely, the
honourable gentlemen who were members of
the former Governinent and those who are
members of the present Government thought
it necessary that these savage onslaughts
s-hould be made u1pon t.he province o.f Quebec
in order te set up race against race and -thus,
as they thoug-ht, secure the adoption of their
mieasure t.hroughout the rest oi! Oanada. I
arn sure that any of tAhem 'Who wil look
evei the matter ca]imly to-day 'will consider
that flot only was d't a shamelewi thing to
do, [but it 'was an aibsc'lu.tely usoless tlhing
to do. It was, to use a famous word, more
than a crime: itA was an gwfu1 blunder.
Conscription would have carried without
these brutal assaults upon Quebec. You
would have had the saine reeuits, accm-
plished the samne purpose. The Union
Governiment would have been returned, and
you would not have had to-day this intensi-
fied bitter fee.ling which is se detrimental,
as my honourable, friend has said, to the
interests of Canada.

It is far from certain, even to-day, that
volunitary enlis-inent 'wotld flot have pro-
duce-d :as g-ood re-sults as your Rneasure o
conscription. 1 arn indlined to hink t)hat
volantary enli.stment, purely and simply for
te purpose cf seofurin-, ran-po-wer, -%ould

have [been more suiccessifua.than the inea-gure
whicLh is now being enforced; and, oC course,
there would be to-day far deGs expenee, f ar
lessis trou[ble, and far less irritation in the
country. It was not conscription, se much,
as the manner with which. it was advocated
a.nd passed, that deepened. the irritation and
created the lamentable situation which now
confronts us.

I said. a moment ago tha.t Oanada's parti-
cipation in the war was agreed to un-anii-
mously. We ail1 decided voluntarily
fromn the very beginning that we should
take the largest share possible in the
war, and 1 appeal to honourable
gentlem~en i thie flouse to sav if it is not

abeolu te truth that the Liberal party art noe
time have I'hoivn any sort of inclinatiun to
withdraw from thiat attitude. They have
done everything that lay in their po-wer. 1
have ex'pressed before upon- the fleor cf thds
Ho-use rny sincere regret -that the 4Govern-
nient of the day, fer reasnt which 1 need
no-t repeat here, did not think it necessary
to en-list the cocperation of the Liberal
party fro'm the sta.rt. It was onîiy when
they founid that the condition cf affairs 'had
become very difficult and perplexing, flot
long ago, that the Government cf the day
endeavoured te utilise the support and co-
operation of the Liberal party. The Liberai
party did ail it could notwithstanding
continued Governinient estracism. There
la not a single mani in the Libecral
party who did not at every oppor-
tuaiity expre&s openly and prsb]ddy his
sincere desire that Canada shouId partici-
pate te 'the utancat limdt in, achieviing vie-
tory in this wai-. We diff ered as to the
aneanils; we differed as te conscription; and
as 1 said. a -moment ago, there was gocd
reason for diffe-xing, and time 'wilI iprove
that the reason was a paramount reason.
We are most deeply interested in the -war,
and I agree with my honourable friend
(Hon. Sir Jame-s Lcugheed) that even
if Canada did net form part of the
Emp;ire we should still have a cern-
pelling interest and a duty in the
war. I -have said here befere, and
have repeated elsewhere, that this is awar
against war, and I stili believe that. 1
believe that if there did not exist the strong
and intimate bonds which. imite us with
Great Britain andi France, we should stâ11, et
some time or other, have taken part in this
war, because it is a war against war- it is
the supreme struggle ef democracy. For u;er-
many te win and impose bier hegemony
upen the world would mean the end cf
democracy and the reîgn of absolute auto-
cracy throughout the world, and there às ne
people on the face of the earth more inter-
ested, more concerned in preserving demo-
cracy, than we Canadians are. For that
reasen I say that we were bound te enter
this war, net se much because of the Union
Jack, not se much because of the Tricôlor,
net se much because cf these twe combined,
but because of our ewn immediate inter-est.;
and the interests and demands of
world sclidarity. If we wish te be
considered a nation we have te assume
the burdens and obligations cf nation-
hood, which impose upon us the
necessity cf taking part in this war. We
have, [besides, an interest-an immediate,
urgent, material interest-in this -war.


