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the motion I will explain what 1 believe to be the strengths and
the weaknesses of the bill and then 1 will suggest sanie changes.

There is an attempt here to make the political process more
open. This is a necessary moire, given that there are today few
professions despised more than a political career. There is a
good reason for this sorry fact. Constituents in my riding cf
Calgary Southeast have told me time and tinie again that they
want te be included in the governance of their country. They
want to have decisions made that reflect their wishes and that
benefit their best interesta. These Canadians are tired of a
government that ignores theni and succumbs te the special
interests of powerful lobbyists. Part cf the mandate that mcm-
bers cf my party have received is te put an end te this discmpow-
crment.

In my last town hall meeting we were discussing the issue cf
criminal justice referm when a man rose te express his concernis.
He challenged me when he said te ail in attendance that their
input would net make any difference, that politicians were net
interested in hearing what constîtuenta had te say, and that if
politicians did hear the message was ultimately ignored. That
was pretty harsh criticism. All of us here should take note that
Canadians remain frustrated and worried about where their
country is goîng.
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It is ofeen said that perception is reality. In the case cf
disempowered Canadians the opposite is truc. In fact reality was
perccivcd. My colîcagues on this aide cf the lieus. in the
Reform Party have a comprehensive package cf policy propos-
aIs that will change that cynical reality. Our proposaIs wilI give
the power back te the constituents where it rightfully belongs.

They recognize that our pol icies are those Ca nadians N~
enacted in legisiation. However and unfortunately wd
happens when Uiberals try to be Reformers. They c
things quite right. They tried for criminal justice r
because they are flot Reformers they miss the big pi
saine thing is happening with Bill C-43. The Li]
missing the big picture. Making changes to the
appointing an ethics counsellor are fine as far as th4
typically they go off track in some important respect
definitely do not go far eneugh.

Bill C-43 will give the ethics counselr the power
lobbyists to report lobbying fees with respect to g(
contracta. In giving the ethics counisellor this power th
te define clearly his authority. A question cornes imi
mind such as: Under what circumstances will the ethie
lor require a lobbyist to disclose this information? TI
stances appear to be discretionary and given that thec
reporta directly to the Prime Minister he may be subjec
influence.

Bill C-43 is a classic example of a bill with much b~
bite. There is a simple solution te the problem. The 1:
require ail lobbyists te disclose ail donations and feea
cirer $500 and expenditures over $10. They should 1>
to file quarterly reporta and to file year to date infer
well. This process is currently used in the United
appears to be an appropriate and adequate niodel.

seci that his staff will bave a lot more 'w
only three poasibilities here. He could do
could do both4obs poorly. Or, he could hire
de both jobs well. I suspect he will want te
least 1 hope he will.
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How much more money wilI I
responsibilities? Can the gover
ethica counsellor will cost the
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