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perhaps the argument can bo nmade that this was 3t One tume

apprapriate but that tume has clearly passed. Bath tie prosent

and the future belang to tice able ta cape with the enormfity and

diversity o! aur world and eveui aur country.

While conaideiug whother to affer as a candidate in the last

electioni 1 recali watching tie Ameri'c5" Democratic coveivon

in Atlantic City. One of tie key speakers of tiat convention Was

senator Bill Bradley. 1 watched amazed while the senatar frani

Ne-w Jersey suggf-sted that the U.S. had occupied ils superior

position ini the world bocanaf- of its natural resouf ces, but that

now the value of physical abundance was dirninishing the

Amorican's position wvould be maintaineti bocause as the global

commnlnity becanle snmaller the fact that so many cultures callod

tiie U.S. home wauld Once again give it some kind of advantage

on the global stage.

Whie 1 agree ini part with the. senator's analyuis, 1 take great

exception to bis conclusion. It is Canada that is the place wiiere

members o! ail natiçuis can féea àt home. Canada is tie place

where people cau truly celebrate their cultures ta the groatesi

extent possible with gavernint support sud encouragementî.

Cnada is flot without its challenges. Nor can we claim a past
Citautb, ih We must confrafit with resolve Our failure to

iclu ei wa o their choosiflg Canada's aboriginal commu-

înetudS in au. wabual Of nd comfort. We must attend ta the

inequities that continue ta diniinish us aIl"'qute btef

the genders, inequities between thase of us who have been here

for generations and those of us newly arrived.

We mustbe vigilant, ta ensure that pragramfs and policies ho in

place ta proteot and promate bath aur official languages frin

assimilation regardless of where we choose ta live.

Furtiier, we must do a botter job of pramotifig the values Of

*hich 1 speak. RacisIi exists in Canada but 1 believe in Most

cases it is born of fear aud confusion rathor than deep-Seated

hatred or profound încompatibility.

We should neyer underestitlate the work and somectimes

expenso involved in nurturing a mode1 of nationhood that

requiros patience, understandiflg and geneosity of spirit. 111

short, it draws fromt aIl Canadianis the very best in eacli of US-

To illustrate, in the spring of each year many go tirough th,

annual rituai of dociding which plants ta groW. We travel ta boa

markets and nurseries. Sanie of us, loss optimli5tic, purcba5ý

hardy annuals with tie knowiedge that little effort is require4

for theso plants ta flouriali. Braver souls reconimit each yeat V!

buying and growing roses and other sucli delicates. Wo simula 4l

ïpossess the knowlodge that more work is required and that th

y challenge of success is more daunting. At the end o! the da

s those who chose the roses and finer flowers wiii have dov

something special. Quite simply, as a country, whethf-r it

)f froni good iuck or vision, we have choson ta grow roses. Wt

y harder; it does require more work, more patience and W0ý

ir creativity. Even the sting froin a thorny debste is not enoiugh

ýs thwart us in our overali pursuit. lu the. end we have do'

somethingsp-cial snd it is through the maintenauce of that fl

majority of Canadians romain resolute.
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Mr. Nic Leblanc QL»ngueuili» Madani Speaker, 1 list0c

the. bou. meniber taiking about flowers and dreaini, but i

pi opinion, Canada, the gpat Canadian dreau', bas iost mucO0

and

the Last week, when 1 was in western Canada,' tiare w3s 1

i iu talk about the. Canadian dresin, but people tend to gnr

the debt and the. annual deficit the. govenireuit is unable OlO'

trve W. are on the brink of b.nkruptcy, anid thes. people stili

juat tlia i. the. ricelist country inthe world. Tb.y ree mo a Sie

en- by the. UN that says we rank first in standard o! lkiving,bu

standard of living obtaiaed on cndit.


