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requirements of Standing Order 106 and which bears the
signatures of your petitioners, most of them constituents of
Ottawa—Vanier. The petition reads as follows:

Whereas since September 1984 the federal Government has
imposed on Canadian taxpayers 25 new taxes or tax increases,
in particular on medical and dental supplies, snack foods,
candies and soft drinks;

Whereas the federal Government in its tax reform proposal
is studying the possibility of imposing on Canadians a general
tax on goods and services, including food;

Whereas food constitutes a vital element in day-to-day life,
and whereas the imposition of this tax would have the effect of
seriously penalizing certain categories of taxpayers such as the
aged, families, the unemployed, low-income taxpayers, youth,
and so on;

Wherefore, your petitioners humbly pray and call upon
Parliament to reject all measures that would have the effect of
imposing a sales tax on food products.

[English]

CANADA POST—OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CLOSURE OF POST
OFFICE—BLOOMFIELD, N.B.

Mr. Bob Corbett (Fundy—Royal): Mr. Speaker, it is my
duty under Standing Order 106 to present a petition on behalf
of the residents of Bloomfield in my riding of Fundy—Royal.
They are extremely distressed at the intention of Canada Post
to close their post office. This post office has been in existence
for approximately 80 years. The petitioners feel that, under the
new postal Corporate plan as approved by all three political
Parties, if this comes to pass, they will indeed lose their postal
identity, and a very important part of their lives as residents of
this small rural community.

The petitioners ask that the House provide all possible
assistance to ensure that this unfortunate event does not take
place.

[Translation]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER
Hon. Doug Lewis (Minister of State and Minister of State
(Treasury Board)): Mr. Speaker, I ask that all questions be
allowed to stand.

Mr. Speaker: Is it agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
THE CONSTITUTION ACT, 1867
CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT, 1987

The House resumed from Monday, October 5, 1987,

consideration of the motion of Mr. Hnatyshyn:
WHEREAS the Constitution Act, 1982 came into force on April 17, 1982,
following an agreement between Canada and all the provinces except Quebec;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Quebec has established a set of five
proposals for constitutional change and has stated that amendments to give effect
to those proposals would enable Quebec to resume a full role in the constitutional
councils of Canada;

AND WHEREAS the amendment proposed in the schedule hereto sets out
the basis on which Quebec’s five constitutional proposals may be met;

AND WHEREAS the amendment proposed in the schedule hereto also
recognizes the principle of the equality of all the provinces, provides new
arrangements to foster greater harmony and cooperation between the
Government of Canada and the governments of the provinces and requires that
conferences be convened to consider important constitutional, economic and
other issues;

AND WHEREAS certain portions of the amendment proposed in the
schedule hereto relate to matters referred to in section 41 of the Constitution
Act, 1982

AND WHEREAS section 41 of the Constitution Act, 1982 provides that an
amendment to the Constitution of Canada may be made by proclamation issued
by the Governor General under the Great Seal of Canada where so authorized by
resolutions of the Senate and the House of Commons and of the legislative
assembly of each province;

NOW THEREFORE the House of Commons resolves that an amendment to
the Constitution of Canada be authorized to be made by proclamation issued by
Her Excellency the Governor General under the Great Seal of Canada in
accordance with the schedule hereto.

SCHEDULE
CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT, 1987

Constitution Act, 1867
1. The Constitution Act, 1867 is amended by adding thereto, immediately
after section 1 thereof, the following section:

*2. (1) The Constitution of Canada shall be interpreted in a manner
consistent with

(a) the recognition that the existence of French-speaking Canadians,

centred in Quebec but also present elsewhere in Canada, and English-

speaking Canadians, concentrated outside Quebec but also present in

Quebec, constitutes a fundamental characteristic of Canada; and

(b) the recognition that Quebec constitutes within Canada a distinct

society.

(2) The role of the Parliament of Canada and the provincial legislatures
to preserve the fundamental characteristic of Canada referred to in
paragraph (1)(a) is affirmed.

(3) The role of the legislature and Government of Quebec to preserve
and promote the distinct identity of Quebec referred to in paragraph (1)(b)
is affirmed.

(4) Nothing in this section derogates from the powers, rights or
privileges of Parliament or the Government of Canada, or of the legislatures
or governments of the provinges, including any powers, rights or privileges
relating to language.”

2. The said Act is further amended by adding thereto, immediately after
section 24 thereof, the following section:

“25. (1) Where a vacancy occurs in the Senate, the government of the
province to which the vacancy relates may, in relation to that vacancy,
submit to the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada the names of persons who
may be summoned to the Senate.

(2) Until an amendment to the Constitution of Canada is made in
relation to the Senate pursuant to section 41 of the Constitution Act, 1982,



