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he ask whether or flot this eould be done?
If he says he did, I would very much like to
have laid on the table of the bouse the opinion
of any reputablo constitutional lawyer that
the minister's cosiduct in this regard was justi-
fied. His whule attitude is tiîis: TIhe kiug cari
do no wrong. I can do no wrong. I can
impose taxation two weeks before parliament
meets.

Mr. ABBOTT: Oh, rubbish! I neyer took
any sncb attitude.

Mr. DIEFENB AKER: Rubbish, he says.
11e is a goed judge on that point. Sometirnes
tire mînister qcems to think that finance minis-
ter and facetieus mioniter are synonymeus
tcrrns. I arn dcaling xvitb the matter seriousiy-

Mr. ABI3OTT: Very clever.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: -and I amn asking
the irii>iter not te take that attitude-

Mr. ABBOTT: I wi]l an-wer and ancwer
serrolîsly.

i\Ir-. DIFFENBItR REB but to tl] tire
pieple cf tlie ceeu tr y wlicf bcr- ir tire împe-i-
tienoef Ibis taxation Ire rcvclan opinion.
Yorr canriet play on w ord il- *v ý:ix 'ing tIriaI
taxartion i, rut :mîe-crd. The ptepie wheo
pav de net rrdr:nlti c eribtîctie- cf the
irriitr wlirea rn-s tli niib e vn-cr pav yen are
not le ing Iaxed. If tînit 1I ce, tbc re is even
le-; jui-ificatien fer w s baeNiing donc. If
tieY rire net payrirng taxat ion, tîren tirex are
paying ain impe-t impoeer lr a. mini-hci rof
the crcrny hi-lim-elf, iiicrs evea more
seion lti-! Iva tir îmjî-ît joi cf taxation.

I hiave again gene tlirugh the reports fromn
thIe librnrx. Ne mini-I cr rrny w ere-ind I
repeat lii-e acdbu tire cffrorîtcrv te rippear
befere parliament raid crry. xviie we are
cxtracting theusands ef dollars from the pee-
ple-ideen('l millions, as it xviii be over a
period cf lime and pessibly is aiready what
w-e arc deing Ns net impesing benevelences but
simply asking the people to pay sernntliing
wbicbi is net a tas, but whichi vas called an
exece tax xvien a letter went forth from the
deputy minicter cf national rev enue on
November 18.

Fîrrtlrermorc. I sheuld like the minister te
say by wbat authority lie notifird David Sim,
deputy minister cf natýional revenue, customs
and excise, te send eut thiis notice toecustoms
efficers. ýCcrtainly il w-as net on the basis cf
any precedents, certainly net on the basis of
any renctitutional mile. I sheuld like bim te
answer Ibis question when he gives the legal
opinion, because he mnu.t have tad a legal
opinion, since he did net xxish te use for a

[M-\r. D)iefenbaker.]

different purpose the other act, the Foreign
Exebange Control Âct, which parliament
passed for a particular purpose.

I sec the Minister cf Justice boere too, and 1
slîeuld like te bear from bim, whether, as the
ebret iaw officer of the ercwn and custodian
cf justice in this country, te gave the Minister
of Finance an opinion that taxation eould be
rmpeŽed in thc manýner in whicb it bas been
împesed in this partieular case, and stili ot
be taxation.

I reserve seme further remarks until the
miniter bas advanced some reasens as te the
cenctrtutionality cf this measure. l-laving gene
Ilîreugh tire reports, and having -ubmitted the
qurestion te censtitutienal autherities in this
courtry. I can fid ne one anywbere wbe bas
cri r justified ýor aîtempted te justify the
ar-tien on the part of the minýister and the
goveroiment in wirat it did on November 18.

MIr. AJSBOTT: I xviii net it tenipt te inîitate
t-itirer tire fera-cibhIe i nrrgu:rge or- tire gestie- cf
nu. liron. friend tire niomnber for L:rke Ceint re on
r iis rrriter cf tire impiosit ion cf tiîs r se tris.
ln m- v:rnnoultrr-inerrt iru ire bîeade- -t cf
N cxerrîber 17, arndi cri scxeral ocacriotr rîuîrc(. I
lirixe rxplainued tire gox -rnrrcntký altliturde in

No Oi bars x cr cutggc tcri fer, a rorernrt. -and

ici-t cf rfl i rrrx-elf, tiriat anii mîrrsi r c-f tle
erlrxxr or ran vrru- n-e cuir irrripr-e trlrýticîn w tii-
orrf thrc auiiîeriry of iîarliallicrrt; but the- p si-
tien, se fir a- tis pi eposed tas is ccnccrred. Ns
lii. W7hcn I mande mny aîrnrrrraceruet cri
Noe-erber 17, xxii n ti x c:0 ar rlt re
blded cri ivarions rrrc:>irr- wbrir ir feit it xx a-

riesiritJr te takc in erdcr tri îrdlerîvou te
correct orrecnr sîtitaein, tire-e meruirre-.
breadl3 -perdking, fell irîte tlhîrce ctr ,govies.
Fit-t. tlier- wecre tire iiirely r estrictixve ic ea-
sire- ie tIre natrîre of irrit restrir-tir ns -

sc ondi, tluecx wetc tle fiscaul mt astres xx ii are
nîcx birerg i-on-idered and, tirird, tirere were
ronstrulctivc ica-tire- e expnd te Lnard
currrr cy coîrnîries.

The question as te xvhetirer the anrince-
rient ef tir-i pîregram could or sbeuld be
defcrred until parliament met eariy in Dem-m--
be.r xxas considered, and it xvrs feit that, in viexv
cf the rate at wbich we were lcsing United
States dollars, tîrat action cenîld net te defc.rred.
Tue second question rien arese as te xxbcther
the peliex- sheuid be arneounced xxitîx respert te
the import restrictions and, breadiy sptaking.
the constructive incacures, ieaving tbe fi-cal
mca-tires te te announced wlien inarliament
inet. Ttc que-tien arese as te w-irctlir or net
that, sbouid te doe and aft r-r verx virrefnîl
cen-itieratien, I camne te the conclusion, and


